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"BOOKWORM DISEASE" ^ ^ ^ • 

K«w Yorie, October 26, 1909, . 

Mr. John D. Rockefeller, ^ 
New York City. 

Dear Sirs 

• Your gen®roui offtr to pay tucfe aua» a« aay be needed during the 

next five yeare up to a total of One million dollare to carry on a scientific 

and popular campaign for eradicating "flookwona Dleeaee" has our heertiest 

approbation and w accept your inYitation to a<fcainister thie truet with a 

keen ai^reclation of the opportunity that you give ue to do a great public 

good. 

We have today takan steps for organization and incorporation for 

pmctical «ork and have naaned thie board "The Eockcfeller Commieeion for 

the Eradication of Hookworm Die ease*. • 

The "Hookworsi" paraeitee oftaa «o lower the vitality of thoae who 

are Effected as to retard their physical and mentid development, render them 

more eueceptible to other dieeaadi, make labor lees officiant, and in the 

aectione where the omlady i« moet prevalent greatly increase the death rate 

frora coneiisption, pnevanonia, typhoid fever and malaria. It haa been 

ehown that the lowered vitality of wultitudea long attributed to malaria and 

cliaate and eerioualy affecting econosiic development, ie, in fact, largely 

due in %om dietricta to thia paraaite. The dieeaae la by no weana 

confined to any one cl as a; it takea ita toll of awf faring and death from 

the highly intelligent end well-to-do a» well aa fi*ca the leaa fortunate. 

It ia a conaervative estimate that twj millions of our people are infected 

by this parasite. The disease is nore coBimon and more aerioue in chil-

dren of school than in other Pearsons. 

Widespread and serious as the infection ia there is a most encour-
aging outlook. The disease can be easily recognized, readily and effectively 
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treatod aad by tiiBpla and proper sflnltftry pree&titlont •ueeeetfvIXy prevented. 

The und^taklag proposed by you is thorefore not only full of 

premise ef great benefit but is endlneatly definite end praetieable. 

Ve desire, individually as well as eolleotively, to t̂ ank you 

for this oppertuaity to be of service to our fello«a«A and we enter upon our 

task witik a deerp sense of the reeponaibility laid upon us. 

Very truly, 

m i i » i Ih Welch 

Simon Flexner 

Charles Stiles 

Sdwin A. Aldwraan 

David F. Houston 

P. P. Olaxton 

J. Joyner 

Walter H, Pŝ e 

H. B* Friseell 

John D, Rockefeller, Jr. 

Frederick T. dates 

Starr J» Murphy. 


