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ence came in to see me yesterday and I had a thrill-

e says very positively that if it hadn't been for
the RF, there would have been no atomic bomb. He is eager to get on with
the finishing of his cyclotron. I had not realized that the instrument
was incomplete when it was developed for militery purposes. There is
a balance of $400,000 of the money which we appropriated. Due to rising
costs, this isn't going to be enough to complete the instrument - par-
ticularly in view of the fact that new ideas have developed in the last
five years. He thinks he can get the money from the Government and wasn't
asking for money yesterday. On the other hand, he is worried about the
conditions under which money may be made aveilable by the Government (and
when he uses the word "Government," he means the Army) - conditions which
would restrict freedom for research on his part and on the part of his
group.

This cyclotron is our baby and it is going to be one of the

jewels in our crown - that is, if we don't use the bomb to blow the world
to pieces with. If Lawrence needs more money and is unable to get it

from the Government under the conditions which will give him complete
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Ernest Lawrence came in to see me yesterday and I had & thrill-
ing talk with him. He says very positively that if it hadn't been for
the RF, there would have been no atomic bomb. He is eager to get on with
the finishing of his cyclotron. I had not realized that the instrument
was incomplete when it was developed for military purposes. There is
a balance of $400,000 of the money which we appropriated. Due to rising
costs, this isn't going to be enough to complete the instrument — par-
ticularly in view of the fact that new ideas have developed in the last
five years. He thinks he can get the money from the Government and wasn't
asking for money yesterday. On the other hand, he is worried about the
conditions under which money may be made aveilable by the Government (and
when he uses the word "Government," he means the Army) - conditions which
would restrict freedom for research on his part and on the part of his
group.

This cyclotron is our beby and it is going to be one of the
Jewels in our crown - that is, if we don't use the bomb to blow the world
to pieces with. If Lawrence needs more money and is unable to get it

from the Government under the conditions which will give him complete
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freedom of action, I would be in favor of our stepping in. I am quite
sure that such a proposal would have the enthusiastic support of the

Trustees.

RBF DBF
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