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Here is a letter which I have written

to WW. You mey be interested in seeing it.
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Desr Ysrrent
;?Iattrmh&adtvmwtwm&mmhw;ﬂurof
August 14 sbout the etomic bomb - troubled becsuse ordiserily I find
uwuu in sccord with your point of view, but this time I don't think
Iam, I ammot writing thie with the ides of arguing with you,
(for esch of us is entitled to his own Judgment) but becsuse I want
to find out what X think myself, snd generslly I can clarify my ideas
better if I put them on paper.

You says “Horalizing about the atomic bomb, in terms of
the lest century, is in my judgment silly end ussless, It wes ine
evitables, The only question wess who would get there Iirst? I
think we may have reel pride in the fact thet our scientists wou the
80O seess L believe the two bombs which were dropped - snd which I
honestly think won the wer - have saved thousande end thousands of
Mim lives and perbaps even ol Japanese lives.®

I think you are probubly corvect in saying t&mth this discovery
was ineviteble. I think, too, thst with the knowledge which we hed
thet the Germans were working on it, research on our psrt wes not

i only justified but mandatory il we wanted o survive as & netion.

hs you say, we won the rece - that is, we dlecovered hww to meke an
atomic bomb before eaybody else did.



8o fer, so goods bBut when we [inelly perfected this
dlscovery the Germen war was nv«; and we knew periecily well that.-
the Japanese had no such weapon s& this, and no feclilitises whatever
for meking it. Hevertheless we used the bomb just the same.

We justify it on the ground that it saved Auerican lives,
and, a2 a salve to our consciences we add:s "and Jupsnese iives,
too." But tain, it sesms to me, is the short view. The long view 1s
that by using this wespon to bring vietory to our side in this
particulsr war we msy have taken & step that will cost millions of
Ameriomn lives in the Duture.

Think what we have done in dropping those two bombs on
firoshine wid Hagessicl, We have legitisatised the use of the stomic
bowb &¢ & weapon of war. e heve made il respeotable. We have placed
the seal of our approvel on that kind of indlscriminate slaughter,

We have given 1t our morel sanction, Hore than that, we have given
our moral sanction to sny wespon in the future that will win a war,
ne. miter fiow: destractive i3 way Dey no-uatber how piny Sheasands

of lives it may blot out. fie have throws out of the window &ll
conaiderations of "ailitary objectives.* The winning of war hes become
the sols e:itsiim by whieh n"%";ndg- tha legitimaey of weapons. Our
deep indigsfition st the Germens over their bombing of Hotterdsm and
Coventry is @oumlmtiy forgotten, We bave the Buperjor wespons uow
end we sre determined to use them - let the world thimk =whut iﬁma
Moralising sbout them in terms of the last century is "silly." HMight
wakes right. Sieg heill



ifs

#hat we do not slop to consider is that in the mext war,
if end when it comes, tmﬁmpwsei‘wﬂ:mmwmckm
us, and the advantage that we gained in shortening the Jepaucse war
will be wiped out in & slaughter of Awericen civiliiu ¥Ybeyond the
wildest nightmeres of the lmaginstion.® (Genersl H. H. Arnold's phrase)

The ergument will be sede thst stomic warfere wes cowing
anyway, and even if Jdmerice had uot initisted it, she would have been
drawn into ite uses. Bul the fact remeins thet Amcrice did initiate it.
We might have protested its use; we might buve boaded & moveament to
try to outliaw it, or ’ao combine with other actlons in using it as
& police meazure against any power that even threatened o use it or
was prepored to use it. But we have now lost all chunce of morel
hndewhm. Tosre 48 & mexim in equity which wm iaw studeat B.ﬂrut
fHe who comes ilato equity mist come with clesn hends.® Qur hands
.aruaot-alm‘ fle heve uped this weupon to bring to & conciusion &
war which we wers fighting. By whet logic or with whei persuasion
can we appesl to other nations to iimit the use of aiomic bombs in
mmwmehmgmheemﬁdt |

It goems to me thut America hss teken her place among the
conquerors of history who have won by utter ruthlessness. Only
nothing that Attila or Genghis Khaa ever dreswmed a{f can asteh our
wholesale slsughter of civilians in Riroshima sad Hagssaki. I confess
I don't feel any senss of "pride® sbout xt{ from any polnt of view. ‘
iy conscisnce iz deeply troubled, and I think the couscisace of the
Amorican people ie uneesy, too, in spite of the floods of rationalisation
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that have been pouring through the press and over the radio. We
drepped those two bombs without any advance warning, without giving
eiviliens a chsnge to evacuste, withoul giving the Japenese nation
an opportunity to sse what the bowbs could do in some locality where
loss of life could have been minimized, Our eyes were so bloodshot
by the prospect of bringing the Japs to their knees thut we sacrificed
the future to a present advantage - sacrificed it st & tise shen
Jupenese surrender was probably slmost within sight. ’ |
You say: ™Horaliszing sbout it in terms of the last century
is silly.® You may be right, and I mey be way behind the times. But
I still belleve that the rules of civilisetion, wrought out on Sinai
and the Areopegus, sre valid, and thet we violale them &t our peril.
fe dida't merely sow & wind st Hiroshims and Hagasskij we sowed a
mm-mmwmmyetmm.
This sounds rather somber, and I fear you mey think I have
- fuken adm;nge of sentences in your letter which perhaps wers hastily
written. But as I eaid earlier, what I really bad in mind wae to [ind
out what I thought mysell about this business, and that is why I
used your letter as a text or perhmps & pretext, Forgive me if I
have misinterpreted you.

Alwsys yours,

ir, Werren Weaver,
Cendlowood Lake Club,
Brookfield, Conneeticut.
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