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Dear Miket 

Your letters 

e h· -ve le~n·ned by your cables as well of. the removal of tha office to La 

Baule. It is :reassuring to knotlf tha.t the staff is safe, d t hs;t no im ... 

mediate a:nx.i&ties a.s far as .;)ur Oifn group is concerned.need 'be anticipated,. 

The catastrophe e!atue ith startling suddenneaa, and Vlhile in a sev e we 
I 

•ere all prep&red .tor it, nevertheleas we were numbed ana sttmned when it 

actually Al"+l"i ved. Here in this office ~a nre a till overwhelmed by the lt'..al• 

eidoscopic shift, as well as by the prQspeet >f the long trRftedy tha~ lies 

tin1e e.r.e too nruch, anu I em not at all sure ths.t +~1.e human nervous system 

· At~ I cabled you the other day • yom"' arrangements have our com-

plete confidence, and I do 11ot bave to tell you again that we are behind 

. you one hundred per cent l.n the difficUlt job that you and your aosoci&t,es 

are carrying out. Just what plans we should rnake for th tuture it is, ot 

course, too early to say. Day before ye-starda:y we bad a long offl.cerst 

c~~}nferenco, with about twenty present, and discuased the situation a~ fer 

as , ¥te eould see it" It was &.ti reaul t or that eonferenc th~ t I sent 

you' that ce.ble bearing on the qu~sticm -~f fellovrahips about ·r~hiob Tom i 

writing you -c01.iay. Just no-w we are mak:int:l up a li;;t of ourrent. grants. in 

I assu.t1ta 1 bo cancelled as circumstances change, and some ·1~1 1Je postpon d. 

Othar;i will h ve to be altered t.o meat changirtg needs. Theoe dota:tls will 

have to be worked 0ut over the next few ·~eks or monthsw 

) 
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At your c·onvenience, I vd.sh you would let ua kno. just how the 

responsihil~ty i s now div ded bet~~een Le Baule and the Paris office. Just 

\>Jhat funct!one ie Makinsky' in Paris carrying out? l am glad that you left 

a skeleton atnff there beoauae all sorts of questions are bound t o be re­

ferred t o t bt1 old office, and $t1lr!ebody, if possible, ought to be there to 

de w1 th th ,:n'h But are theta e.ny oth~r f unctiorls than those relating to 

emergency questions which Mak1naky is tnldertnking? 

I think ot La•Saule merely as e temporary retre t , aud -not as 

a permanenv looatiom during the war. After all, La Baule is pretty ~ell 

isolated, and a.s soon as the immediate questions of fellowships and 

running grants ere eettled, I •~.:ruld imagine that t e ~'fould of necessity 

h~ve t~~ f'aee the drastic step of ciisban,ding the Fr,encb. personnel a.nd bring­

ing the American personnel back to Net York for reassignment. This would 

involve , of oourae, the assumption on the part of the Ne1~ ! ork office of 

responsibility for payment s in Europe. ln other words, tbe financial , i\ulc­

'tion would be aoncent.rated in New ! •,rk. Aa we see the n1 tuation from her e, 

the free eireulation of perso:nn&l in E\U"o}e is going to be practicnlly im­

por:uJible, and •nr conta,cts that 'iH3 ha'~'ta over there will probably he. v-e to be 

on a decantrali ~d basis. VIa might have somebody in England and a.omebody 

else in Fra,nae, end perhaps orie or tVJo other~1 in other ootlntries . These 

'r!)pre.Hlentr,;,tiven vrould not only keep 'in touch ith such o.P O'llr present pro­

gram as has not been J.ir:ruidat$0, but 'iiH;.uld be on t he outlo·ok tor new oppor­

tuni tie a •;;her.e the Foundation could be of assistance. I cftn readily f•o:re• 

ee tha:t:~ the IHD and MS will r:"av~ plenty o£ work to do of a new type. Aa 

the \"ar goea on , Sa yer t hinks that the problem or typhu~ is bound to coxne 

again, and. I presume we can look for another pandemic of influenza., In 

thatters of this ldnd t he Foundation, I think, could be of" genuine assistance . 

I see very l i ttle that 15 can do in Europe i n the future . and abeolutel1 
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tH,.,.h ..... ng for SS ():fi the !Iumanities. It this is true, it means the return of 

Kittredg and Miller, ~nd. the reassignment in Europ of * lll'*ren. I oul 

lmagi!le tho. t 0 ' Brien ~tould be very serviceable t.o ua in country like 

bout Bakeman, I have no opinion, ·a.l though I am confident th~. t 

);1e · will be invaluable a _,mawhere. I think that you should plan to return 

to tbe Unit :ld States some time this f ll - in other words , s soon as the 

questions in\tol vine thu liquidation of -t~he Paris ffioe h ve been settled 

and ne ·· i)lans set up for the .future. Whether you should now go t" China, 

I do not +.n ink ~that. anyone can oq. Thin is somet..lling that vte will ha,,e to 

lee ve for the fut1.:tre to determine. 

A;; I told the o ficerat confa:rence t.he other ds;r, I am anxious, 

e.a a Trustee, that the Foundation should not, in this •,'¥f..r 1 tmdert.eke ~the 

kind or relief. 1progr~1m that it sponHcred in the last.. Our job, as I see 

it, is t·· of old a irst, in dark world to keel) burning t.ha candle of th 

intellectual lit a; and se,cond, to make availeblf!J:t the est of seientific re­

soa.I·cb 11:1 the allevie.tion of human misery. This, it k-;eemn to me, is, 1n 

a Belgium or a Poland. 

In all this busine5a I t~ merely thinking out loud. It is btill 

too early for defitli te deeifJions. I have no illusions that t.his i tJ going to 

be a short ';a.r or that the ._, a.gedy .ill soon be over. I think :.va a:re in 

t..his for 1 mg time, and thet tt~e *'ve got t') make long plana to meet ~ t. Po 

not heElitate to 'Write ith complete frankness wh!tt your ~ t.rn idaf!s are. In 

th~. we can. 

Fsi thfllll,y yours 1 

RAYMONO B. FOSDIC' 

The Rockef ... ller Found tion Villa "Ker Aimable" 
Mr., Sol' ''tar M. Gunn 

1 La Baule, France .._- ~ 1 Allee' Baguenaud 
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