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July 17, 1940
Dear Mrs Rockefeller;

I em sending you herewith an informal action the necessity for
which has developed since the last meeting of the Exeoutive Committees It
relates to the tragic situation of eminent scholers and scientiste now loe
cated largely in France, England, Spein and Portugal, whose work - indeed
in some cases whose personal safety - is threatened by thﬁn swift develope
ment of the ware A4S you will recall, at the meeting of the trustees in
Williemsburg last December, the officers recommended thet the specisl fund
set up for deposed European scholars be sbolished and that hereafter items
of this kind be handled through the grantein-aid device .‘m connection with
the different divisions of the Foundation, This recommendation was sdopted
end in the last two or three months we have suceessfully brought to this
country a number of eminent scholars whose produetive work was no longer
possible in Eurf;pm For example, we are now just coneluding wmgmuw
in relation ’ba Eoyeﬂmf. t}'m brillim . physiologist,. a.Nobel Prise ainw,

A i e

who is stranded in Toulouses He will come to the United States on fumds
furnished by the Foundetion, end & place is waiting for him at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania.

As tha’ war develops in intensity and as this problem of refugee
scholars becomes more aocute, it seems wise not only to have specific
authorization from the trustees for work in this field but also to set
up some mechanism outside the Foundation by which the details can be
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superviseds The New Sohool for Social Research here in New York with
which we have ccoperated in the past seems to be the best agenoy for this
kind of activity, end Drs Alvin Johnson, its head, hes had genuine success
with work of this types : ‘

Briefly, therefore, the enclosed astion provides for ‘

(1) Authorisation to the officers to bring to this cowntry oute
~ standing European scholars not to exceed one hundreds The
euphasis throughout, ss slways, wuld be on qualitys
(2) A grast of $36,000 to be expended over tw years by the New

School for oxpenses in connection with the mﬂmnmz

~of the projects

The funds to pey the travel and living allowences of the inoume
bents over two years would be provided from the grantein-eid budgets of
the separate divisions and would amount altogether, if the maximm of a
hundred secholers were brought to the United States, to s figure somevhere
between $160,000 and $250,0004

Suffiolent grenteineaid funds have already been voted to the
various divisions to carry them well into next fall, but the approval of
this resolution would imply thet further funds would be fortheoming up to
the emount herein speoifieds »

I am confident that no action which could be taken by the Foun
detion et this time is more basics It means the salvaging of brains; and
it is bound %o have profound influence in enriching the intellectual life
of imericsas | ’
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If you oonour in this action, would you be good enough to edd
your OeKe to this dooket item; end return it to me in the enclosed enve
lope? Critical comment on the proposed asction would be most welcomes I
apologize for asking for this vote by mail, but if we are to act in relae
tion to many of these cases, we must act quicklys

Sincerely yours,
RAYMOND B. FOSDICK
Mre John De Rockefeller, 3rd

Marion
Massachusetts



