
February 17 , 1~~9 

Dear Chcrl~s: 

I wish I might have got a reply to your 'letter or ?cbru• r; 
let c.b')ut my me .. orandum on the CUeen t~e.rv's return tri'"•, but, tiS she 
got in lute, t.ilero siraply \iP..cn ' t ti 9 for it. S-o I am gettitl'~ this 
on the !\qui tonia. t.omor.rot; as tho next best mail nv~dl~bl"'• 

I 

First of t-...11 l~t ::to St.\Y hot'i' dee 'lY ! nnnrociato the &.caL 
study you 8"1.Ve t.hia c-:e.ui.>ranJtun. As :ro•t knew, .1. :3hor.'ed :tt lie ;you ncces-
so.:rily in confidenceJ knorlng thfit what you dit! sa;y of i .t V!)uld be snnre. 
ve.lu.:::bl~ t.l me than the com:uents o1~ ruiyc,nt' else 1 C!)t>ld think of. .~Mt 
y<~•l have '\iTi tten fully just.:..fies thut ox >ecta.tion. 

YQUr auo 1{U1f cf wh!'.t I tried to es r ~s~o~ to illB to 
no mi~inter rot~tion ~etev~r. In fn~t, yo~ htve st~ted the 
cerhinl7 much ~&..,rc clc'l.dy thr..n I d~d. 

involve 
!IIP,:i:n no:.nts 

I'W Tho only ole!ilcnt of .n ;:i.ntar•n,·,·tat:hl> ;,!l renl~ n )t there, ~>at. 
rnt"\t r"' :,{,\ ' f· .i.l\1~ e to cxplt i n tllE;' u~1c for ,.;h!.c)o.. t.h!.s portie~ ... l-;'t' 1~mo.rrmrlu:n 
vt".tl it:t.l. tdf)d ; n:UlltH,Y , ~-,~nt out that u,~re ,.;ere cert~lt' b' ~.ir. stu lies 
w\-!c~ -'- x·l".l.t tt quite ., :~::rro o::>ri!tto ... ,;: 8n-•:i'!'J:4 ni"t:.t'i'ln like o•t • • tv -.:n1cr-
tako. Lucking thiL e::tplu.etlon, your c""ne!'st.i co:~l"'nt, on the c.~:;:\oT·nr·..iu.'D 
were cert.S.! l.n!y f _r to l'"~e . • h'lt they ,io fer .oe iv t" cc.·tfir Etronr.ly 
my o\'m fe~Hnee n'bout action nee "'C'ln' tfJ brir.J; i11to ur;~ hf\'lo-...f'r cn.l"le 
out o!' tbiG fund:mentril 1r0rk. .\ction thr>ro r:u:>t "~ e, r-ut y•n1 , 1ld be the 
fi:::·:;t to llcrt.::c tl1nt ·}1n,.~o":er r•ctinn t.ierc ito 'Y~ ·h '-,D , (· .~ irt('>lEi:cntlr 
£Uided as 1a ~ae..ible . ! nur. .)"Ct yo·1 likor~iSI:J 'lfir5c- t.h 't cat ion couldn : t 
be rlho"..ly .:.nt; l Uec:nt vd.t.hotlt s·1c •• o. b<>EJ~c qs t.hic fundnmP.n'*'!\1 11oc:.tdenic 
reet,nrch" ~auld provide. 

l:s fnr the {•he of the Ulsl; , .. ful .y "'_gJ·~~ . but I cs1u o~;uln 
my feeling on tbn.t cco:re oy ott?tinf..t t .. o ::.·cnr~l,a : tho !'ir"C, hich you 
probubly kno~·, i:J nttr~'butcrl t' Lertrsu~.i fillsse.a , '<ho 1 believe .... uJ that 
r.cyone enlisting in n \'!S r rr.un+ rer"~uncQ nll l1o•>~ or seeing t~-cco~pli··hed 
the things be '· a 'ililling to fiLht "or• the eecon:J "nc 1:: o.ttt•ioated to 
t,ho Te :SJud "Ours onl:• t.o 1begin1 so::~eon • elcA';) t o f'ini:Jh" . !'urcly YO'l 
uou.l<:ln 1 t ,Jifjcournne an:,• Uf.f;in: i~1g thnt CAn bo :na~te. 

/1s yo11 r.uijpfJct, 11M ftci~ua'!ly have in rdoo 'Jtht:r concroto b~e:i.n-
nintrv 1jhan thf} one ins t'1nced in this mo:nornndum., rmt.l I ho'?c to ;>res:! on 
with th!lae other concrete ~t Y>roachen llO 1"a:>idly ''S ~e ce.n. 

I I 

l,t. 

" 



{!f;, 
Mr. Charles S i e p m a n n

Then a g a i n I don't. a t a l l f e e l t h a t t h i s f u n d a m e n t a l a a p p r o a c h
n e c e s s a r i l y p r e c e d e sp r e s e n t a p p l i c a t i o n a n d e x p e r i m e n t . I n f ac t , my
f e e l i n g is t h a t t h e two should r u n p a r a l l e l , d r a w i n g on each o t h e r a s
they a d v a n c e - a s I h o p e indeed they a r e b e g i n n i n g to i n b o t h f i l m a n d
r a d i o

Ac tua l l y I, of c o u r s e f e e l a s you do the t e r r i f i c urgency o f
our t im e s but we s e e s o much in t h i s c o u n t r y t h a t i s d e d i c a t e d m e r e l y
to a c t i o n that t I f e e l ·that u r g e n c y e qually g ran t  for i n t e l l i g e n t gui-
d a n c e in a c t i o n . And in o u r e x p e r i e n c e d e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t a c t i o n
as y o u s a y h a s to be emp i r i c a l a l a c t i o n cravess g u i d a n c e when i t s e e s t h a t
gu ida nce s a k e s f o r bet ter a c t i o n . T h i s fortuna t e l y i s i n c r e a s i n g l y t r ue
of both our b r o ad c s t e r s and f i l m a m e k r s The m o r e i n t e l l i g e n t o f t h e m
begin t.o feel how a m a t e u r t h e i r p r o c e d u r e s a r e a d h o w much t h e y n e e d
guiding principles w h i c h c a n h e l p them m a k e t he i r work more genuinley
p r o f e s s i o n a l

T h i s then , l e a d s to your t h i r d p o i n t . A s I h a v e i n d i c a t e d ,
I d i d not t a k e u p in t h i s mmemorandum how tho outcomes of fundamen ta l
work c a n b e b r o u g h t i n t o u s e I h a v e a l r e a d y p a r t l y s k e t c h e d m y fee l -
i n g s abou t t h a t T h e y may b e t o o o p t i m i s t i c tic, b u t l e t me gum them up . 
The demands this country is m a k i n g of both r a d i o a n d f i l m cannot leave
our b r o a d c a s t e r s a n d f i l m m a k e r s e n t i r e l y without in teres t in t h e e n d s
m y m e m o r a n d u m i m p l i e s In f a c t theyy h a v e a ce r t a in s e l f i s h i n t e r e s t
i n t h e m b e c a u s e of t h e s e demands (our b r o a d c a s t e r s , y o u k know1 a m o n g
themselvesv e s s s p e a k or s o - c a l l e d e d u c a t i o n a l progra ms a s i n s u r a n c e - insur-
ance t h a t they c a n i n the f u t u r e r e t a i n t h e i r f r a n c h i s e ) . lt may t u r n
out t h a t t h e t h r e a t of ;7, ggovernment control o r fur ther s uperviss i o n s s i l l
prove in t h i s c o u n t r y more r e a l l yl y ef f f e c t i v e t h a n a c t u r a l c o n t r o l or cen-
s o r s h i p . In o t h e r w o r d s , though q u i t e r e c o g n i z e the  d a n g e r s o f opti-
m i s m perhaps p s we hav e he re some ''inward a n d i n e v it a b l e l og i c a l c o m p u l s i o n
to a c t a c c o r d i n g to t h e f a c t s " which y o u m i n i m i z e To b e c o n c r e t e : r 
a n t ic i p a t e littl e d i f f i c u l t yt y i n s e c u r i n g t h e a t t e n d a n c e of even t h e m o s t
p r o m i n e n t b r o a d c a s t e r s and f i l m m a k e r s a t t h e second c o n f e r e n c e o n the
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of s c i e n c e , which I a l l u d e to in the memoran d u m I a m
somehow e q u a l l y conf iden t t h a t t h o s e who come won'tt . go away without be-
ing influenced. I may be w r o n g , but the hopefu lness of t h i s procedure
is s u c h t h a t i t h a s a t l e a s t to be t r i e d .

If some s u ch e xposure doesn't' t w o r k t h e r m e t h o d s w i l l h a v e t o
be t h o u g h t of. But it d o e s n ' t seem to me t h a t a n o r g a n i z a t i o n l i k e o u r s
s h o u l d even t h i n k of direct actionuntil other means h a v e b e e n proven
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i n e f f e c t i v e . Even in t h a t event, it s e e m s to m e m o a t q u e s t i o n a b l e
if a n o r g a n i z a t i o n s u c h a s o u r s s should~  .. • o d i r e c t a c t i o n a f t e r
a l l i t i s one s e r v a n t o f s o c i e t y a n d i f soc ie ty i s n ' t r e a d y f o r
or s o organized a s t o t a k e advan tage of t h e b e t t e r things i t c o u l d
h a v e , a c t i o n to r e m e d y t h a t p r o b a b l y h a s to o r i g i n a t e i n soc ie t y 1 t-

- ~ >  
s e l f

Though I m a y h a v e t o s h a r e your s k e p t i c i s m t h a t knowledge
a n d rea son w i l l t r i u m p h I can'tt f e e l th t t h a t s k e p t i c i s m h a s pro-
per p l a c e in ... p lann ing a t a fundamental l e v e l What I would l i ke t o
f e e l l have in t h i s memorandum i s a n i n t e l l i g e n t p l a t f o r m for a c t i o n
Only w i t h t h a t can ! b e l i e v e I should b e j u s t i f i e d under a n y circum-
s tances to t h i n k of u s i n g w h a t a areundoubtedly the r e a l l y e f f e c u a l
means of influence t h a t a r e a v a i l a b l e for u s e today , m e a n s t h a t gain
their e n d s p r imar i l y t h r o u g h emot ion a n d conviction - and t hose only
if l t i s d e m o n s t r ated t h a t t h e e n d s t h i s m e m o r a n d u m i m p l i e s c a n ' t
o t h e r w i s e b e acchieved.

Perhapp s your p e n u lt i m a t e p a r a g r a p h t tracks d o n w h a t e v e r

b a s i c d i f f e r e n c e o f o p i n i o n s e p e r a t e s u s . "The w o r l d of v a l u e s t a n d s " ,
I a g r e e , b u t .. aren't' t t h e values in t h a t w o r l d u n d e r g o i n g c h a n g e , a n d
h a v e any o f u s t h e r right to s t a n d i n p u b l i c l i f e and publ ic r e s p o n s i b i -
lityt y for v al u e s w e h o l d w without s c r u t i n i z i n g the changes t hey .. are
undergoing? The cry i s he r e to maintain d e m o c r a c y The ques t ion ! 
f e e l f a c e d w i t h i s r a t h e r w h a t there is in present d a y democracy w e
m u s t s t a n d out 'to k e e p I s n ' tit qui te possible t ha t t t' s t a n d o u t f o r
keep ing democracy j u s t a s i t i s m a y p r o v e a n i m p e d i m e n t to a b e t t e r
a n d more w o r k a b l e s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n t h an w h a t we now h a v e Cer t a in ly
we f ee l the e x p e n s e of g i v i n g u p some t h i n g s w e c h e r i s h t o g r e a t t o
tolerate t h e i r l o s s btlt t ha t i s a n expense t o u s a s i n d i v i d u a l s What
may the expense o f k e e p i n g them be to s o c i e t y ? It s e e m s to m e t h a t w e
all have t o weigh r e l at1 vely the v a l u e s h e r e in involv e d , if we a r e t o
avoid becoming t h e Tor ies of o u r g e n e r a t i o n .

1 hnve to mark t h i s l e t t e r p r i v a t e a n d p e r s o n a l b e c a u s e
o r d i n a r i l y I couldn ' t write a s f r ank ly a s I h a v e abou t q u e s t i o n s that t 
a r e a.. afterall o f f i c i a l concerns. B u t , a f t e r a l l t h e t i m e a n d t h o u g h t
you gave in fo rmula t ing t h e comments y o u h a v e s en t e m I f e e l o b l i g a t e d
to m a k e m y s e l f a l i t t l e clearer, as I hope t h i s l e t t e r d o e s W h a t y o u
wrote makes i t d i f f i c u l t t o a c c e p t t h e conclusion suggested in you r
p o s t s c r i p t : how could a s a n e man f e e l o t h e r w i s e in the sick wor ld
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in which you h •ve to live. I 'Wish you didn 't h;tve to . liv<> there . 

Mr. Charles f i epoann 
Briti sh Broat.l.cf2s t!ng Cor"OTlltion 
London, :Englund 

JM:'iA 

".'ours sincerel~·, 

JOHN J, 
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