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Decembsr 8, 1916,

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

As Your Ixcellency is aware, the Rockefeller Foundation has main-
tained a War Relief Commisslon in Furope for the past two years, the func-
tion of this Commission being to investigate the needs that exist in the
various war areas and to recommend the necessary measures rox; meeting them
or the agencies through which help can be most advantagecusly given. Vhen-
ever our agents have been in France during the past yu.r they have recelved
many representations, chisfly from volunteer organlzations or individuals,
in regard toc the need of prompt measurea to prevent the spread of tuberculo-
sis which has flared up to a distressing extent under the conditions exist-
ing in these times of war., Our attitude and that of our agents toward these
ropresentations has been one of keen sympathy and a desire to secure a compre-
hensive view of the situation as a whole; but we have not been willing to rush
in with suggestions or indiscriminate contributions of monsy, for it has seemed
to us thst of all the emergencies created by the war this inorease of tubercu-
losis was one whioh eapecially required & calm and deliberate consideration.

We hav_e to do here not merely with the succor of those unfortunate persons whe
are already stricken with the disease in its acute form, but also with the proper

igolation of the many new foci of ianfection. [Each of these foei involves not only

the 1life of an individual, but probably the lives of hundreds of others. From
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the point of view of sanltary adn&niatntio;a the problem is so large that
no adequate method of coping with it by private sgencies 1s to be thought
of, and yet when a rational program has once been adopted by goverament
there will doubtless be foumd in that program certaln important funstions
which the authorities will assign to private bemevolence. From every
point ot. view it seems most desirable that all who ere interested in bear-
ing aid to Prense in the fight againat tuberoulosis should resognize the
fundamental ilmportsnce of scordinating zll efforts along lines approved by
government so as to achieve the maximum benefit.

In considering what service, if any, the Rockefeller Foundation
might render in this emergoucy, it has seemed to our Trustees that 1f by
any means acoceptable to the Fremsh Government and people the recent experi-
ence of our own countyy in the hyglenic and therapsutic sspects of tubercu-
losis, with speclal refeoremce to administrative methods and costs, could be
made avallable, this would perhaps be an initial coatribution worth making,
and that it would have the effect among other things of giving an intelll-
gent direction to iAmerican volunteer mtiviti«s already in this fleld.

The Trustees of the Focleieller Foundation have glven mature con-
sideration to this subjset in the light of a careful preliminary report made
by Professor Wallase C. Sablne, our represeantative in Paris. This report was

recently prosented in person by Mre. Varwick Green the Direstor of our Var Re-
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1lief Comnission who has roturned from Burope deeply impressed with the importance

of the matter. The Trustees have now wuthoriszed me to approach Your Excellency

with reference to the poaslbility of your discussing it further with our repre-

sentatives. It happensthat Mr, Frederis C. 7aloott who has also represented us

in Furope, is now in this country, and we should be glad if you would consent to

see him and Mr. Warwick Greene at an sarly date.




If you found it possible to grant them an interview, they would hope to
bring with them Dr. Herman M. Blggs, Commissioner of Health of the State
of Now York, and a member of the Board of Sclentific Directors of the
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research, whom we consider the leading
authority in the United States on tuberculosis viewed as a problem of
public healths The Rockefeller Foundation would have the greatest con-
fidence in any suggestions that Dr. Bigge might make after having had the
benefit of a conference with you, and I need not assure you in advance that
it would give us the profoundest satisfection if you should be able to point
out to owr reprosestatives the steps by which the assistance of the Rocke=-
feller Foundsation might be proffered in a‘ manner acoeptable to your Govern-
ment.

I remain, dear Sir, with high regarxd,

Your obedient servant,
Jeromo D, Crasha

His Excellency Ms Je J¢ Jusserand,
Ambassador of the French Republic,
Washington, D«Ce
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