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September 9, 1914

Daar lr. Gatess

You are probably recsiving about this time from Mr. Ross the
notice of an adjourned mesting of the Executive Committes of the Rocke~
faller Sanitery Commission to be held on September 21. As you know, it
was falt at the last meeting, in view of the comsiderations foreibly pre~
sonted in writing by you against the recommendstions of Mr. Rose in regard
to the contimumtion ef the hookworm work for one or twe years more, that
an immediate dscision of the matter ome way or the other would be neces-
sarily hasty, and that it was algo desirable that Mr. Ross should present
in & little more detail the programme necessary for the wiading up of the
work te his own satisfaction, together with am estimate of the expemse.
' It was thought that due consideration for the staff of the Commiseion made
an early decision desirsble, and for this reason the mesting adjourned
subject to Mr. Rese's call at such time as he chould have his material
ready. Before fixing the date, I inquired of Mr. Rockefeller what his
convenisnce would be, and he suggasted sither September 21 or 22, and
lir. Rose accordingly eent out his motices for the Zlst. It seems to me,
however, most dosirable thut we should have a complete attendance of the
Committes when this important matter comes up, #o that we may, if possible,
be of one mind as to what it is best to do. If, therefore, you sre mot
to be back from Lake George by September 21, will you kindly let me know
what will be the sarliest date at which you could attend the meeting, as
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it will be a perfectly simple matter to put the date ahead if necessary.
Koreover, I have reason te balieve that a date three or four days later
would be more acceptabls to Dr. Flexner, whoee presence, it seeme to me,
we ought teo count upon.

The enly rexson for my being concerned with the date of the
mmumsmwanzmmwumw;m.m‘ux
have been the only one of the Committes in the office since the early
part of Auguet, it has rathor fullen to me to act as the mediun of communi-
eation.

You will be inturested to know that we have just authorized
¥r, Rese to retain the servicee of Dr, Victer G. Heiser for the Reckefsller
Toundation . Dr, Heiser will receive for this purpose & year's leave:"
of absence from the Publiec Health Service, snd will prebabdly retire from
mmmunmmmaumm&»mxm. Mr. Rose,
¥r, Wurphy and I have all seen Dr, Heiser, and are wost favorably impressed
vith his appesrence as well as with his officiel record. It remains te
be determined whether he shall go inte service at once se Director of our
uaum,aoyzummm;mm..rmw,umum
disturbed international a&tutim.wnh&lhmmm‘ummof
advicer in formulating our approach to the general problem of public health.

r‘pn.snm:mxwmmumm.xuu{mm
thttwuinwuﬂ'mumum&;nnvmuthm
mental prineiples. ummwtmmm;unmcrm
disesse ie a mmlhuitym the South must assume. Our functionihas
been to point the way. The only differsnce of opinion is in regard te
just how far we should go ia pointing the way, and it does not sess to me
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that a proposal to earry out symetriecally at « coet of two years additional
work, a general plan already applied to five hundred out of a thoussad
counties, roughly spsaking, ean be said te raise any question of puternale
ism, or any suggestion of our doing for the South what the South must do
for iteslf, The fact that we can stop where we are now with a sertain
amount of ground gained, which the South may be able te held with its own
rasources, doss not soom to me a sbtronger argwesnt for stopping now than
for stopping a year and a half or two yeare age, whem the saume things
¢ould have besn said. It is simply s question of dogree. If it is true
that a year and a half or two ysars of additional work ocmn give to all the
counties (oxcepting & fow whors the percentage of infestion ie very lew)
the eums benefite that have ncerusd to the sountles slready coversd, them
it seame to me we have a walid argument for rounding out the work. There
ie mot the slightest question, in view of the duta we have concerning the
stimlation of cousties, as well as states, to & lively intersct in hooke
worm eradieation, that the rounding out of ir. Rose's programme will be of
large and lasting benofit of precissly the kind that has slready been
contorred in the region covered. A% n time whom ve are sosking to know
the Desl shammels through which we csn apply monsy for the improvement of
publie health, wa see before us an eafinished werk ef & thoroughly demon=
strated value, for tha performomce of whieh we have o highly skilled teol,
whish #1311 otherwiss to a great extent be thrown away,

What I hepe i that at our next wmeeting r. Rese will be able te
show o A1l of ue that ths work repsining to be dome ie of exactly the ssme
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kind, and is to be supported for exactly the same reasons as in the case
of the work, lot us say, of 1913 and 1914. If he faile to do that, let
us wind things up on Decomber 8l.
Hopiag that you have had a pleasant swaser, and with kindest
regurds to krs. Gates and all your family, I anm,
Singerely yours,

Jerome D. Greene

. Frederick T. Gates, Eeq.,
Lake Gearge Village,
’m “n, 3& ’0



