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September 2, 1914 

Dear Dr. C a r r e l

As Dr. Flexner h a s a l r e a d y i n f o r m e d you, the Rockefellor F o u n

dation would ba very glad if it could help to increase tho scope and 

effectiveness o f tho noble work in whichyou are nov engaged. We realize 

th t the surgical procedures which you. h a v e perfected, have l a rge posai-

bilitioo of practical application in the srugery o f w a r a n d it would there-

fore be e s p e c i a l l y f i t t ing t h a t the RockefellerFoundation should place 

sum of money a.t your command frosurgical equipment and supplies. I 

therefore h a v e the pleasure of a u t h o r i z i n g you to incur for our account 

an expenditure of '5,000, and I should be gladd if you w i l l lot meknow in 

c caseyou could make good u s e of a n additional s u m

You will undcretand, of c o u r s e tha t t h i s io a g i f t intended to 

makeke poss ib le t h e b e s t uti l ization of your peculiar a b i l i t i e s and i s not 

a gift gene ra l ly applicable to military happenings supplies For the latter 

purpooe w e a r e makinga substant ia l contribution through the AmericanRed 

Cross . . . '"' • , lt .. 
.. I • ' 

You w i l l a l s o understand fully that t h e aid t h u s tendered by the 

Rockefeller Foundation is absolutely consistent with the attitude od complete

n tralityt y h i c h rrocident Wilsonon h a s i n joinod upon t h e A m Americanpeople. 

As a matter of f a c t t h e Rocko!oller Institute f o r MedicalReeearch is now

represented in the armies o f England, Fr Franceand Germany. Dr. Zeacbriaa 

of our Hospital. s t a f f sa i l ed for Antwerpe r p a.t the out-broak ot tho war, but 



Dr. Carrel, 

hie ehip WM diverted to Li vorpool, where he found himself a pri•oner . 

Tho Englieh authorities, however, 1::agruurl.mouely accepting in good faith 

the evidence of hie non•cotibat~ ~oeltion. nllo~od him to proceed to 

lhmburg. In case the P.oumnian S.I'JII1 ehculd be involved, the Rockefeller 

Inetitute will be 2!.f'Ailn reprerented by llr. lladigreceanu. 

l.lr. J~ ic C0l:30ing i'!,om Boston tonight , c..nd aftor conference 

with him, I ohall vend you a cable lll)Usa.go in regard to tho approp:-iation 

referred to above, nnd also in roga.rd to a poct:ihility of ycmr securing 

the eervicez of W.n Lilly, in Ctlcc tl'Jlt ehould rrcvo foaniblo. 

Thct Wllr ie too terrible and a\riul to bo raforrad to in any casual 

way. We are o.ll etuimed beyond the point of il:nginiug itc horrors or 

eoticating its oftecta. It ie the roductio ad ab~urdum ot the militarism 

which lee burdanod Europe ill the last hal! century t hut the abeurdity is 

t!!king tho roru of 0.11 unprec~ontad tragedy. 

Our thov.ght~: nro constantly ri th you and your collC!l.gUea in all 

tho cn:das, whoac \70rk conr:tituteo the only mitigation of the terrible 

dictruction thnt ie now gcu1g on. 

I ::up pose you a.rc nou toparo. "ted from l:P.ritWe Carrel, l1ut when you 

write I hop~ yoa uill ~ve her wy ~inde~t rD~rdc nnd cycpnthy. . ~ 

Dr. Ala xi£: Carrol. 
29 quai, 

Claude , Bernnrd , Lyons , 
PJlona, Fro.nce. 

. . 

JeromoD. Creene 
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