
Dear lJr . Eliot : 

Tho Trueteea of the Rockefeller I<'oundation have t hought it 

bost tc conoider tho question of adding to their nUCbor two or three 

men whoee coWleal and position before t.ho public ~.oUld further etrength• 

en the !ja::trd und parhr.pa counterbal.u.nce , to eoz.,.o ext.ont , tho large num-

ber rho nro noit oo oloooly itiPntified :vith llr. Rockofeller'o ot'fi.ce. 

No i.J.amodiate action ia cont.e,_pla.tod, but w;t have agreed to think tpe 

mttcr ovor and to make sugeeetione as good names occur to a.ny of ua. 

The names most !a.vorably considered thus far r.ave been thofle of l£r . 

Juctico Hughes nnd A. Bartol:l Hepburn of New York. Other namoe eug-

6&etcd are 1~. R.ycreon of Chicago , l.!r. Harry A. Wheeler , lately Pret-

eident of the Chamber of Commorce of the United Statec , Socrotary Houston, 

Prt;)sident Van Hice and l!r. Jotm R. l!ott . I think 1e a.ro all agreed 

that tho first qualification tor 1:omberehip iu the Bos.rd ohould be sound 

juderaant and fertility in its councile , but the.t tho ctandine or a man 

bofore thr, public rm.y , uith propriety, bo co:tflidero<1 at a tir.le r1hen the 

Rockefeller Foundation ba8 not~et had a.n oppc:rturrlty to c~curo t~c conti-

donee of the public. Judt;e Hughea could probably not attend I!lWY 

meetings - indeed I doubt very woh Tlhotbor ho could accopt ::nemberehip 

in tho J.,oundation at all. Vie e:hall very likely poetpon& further con .. 

eideratj,on of HoutJton u..YJ.til ha roturno to /a.shington Univol'oity. In 

discuosing theeo no.moe with o-. Rockof'ellar, L:r . Gatos and Ur. M-utophy 

I have confosDed to a prejudico againct }.:;.r . ~tt on grotmdc lith hioh 

you ar& fandliar, but I havo felt obliaod to add that thic prejudice 
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bae been so IVhat lessened through actual acquaintance with llr . llott dur-

ing the pnet year. The fact is that I am practically convinced of 

the sincerity o.nd dieintereetednetlD ot hia ultimate motivee and I there-

fort't shrink fr0.t.1 the reeponeibility of oonderzdng him for no other rea-

eon thiUl that hie contscience and min9 don ' t act in preobsly tho ee.me way. 
Mr. Rocl.ofoD.er, Mr. Gatov u.r.d Mr. }cl.lrPhr ere o.ll 11\'ltU'e of this defect , 

thour;Jl necribi.ng to it varying degroea of ~orto.noe. J;r . Uott , ac a 

mattar of fac t , cue~ to be the moot in!luantial tiguro in the ciesionary 

world nnd thero would be advantageo in havin& that element represented. 

Uill you be good er.ough to think thiat:JCBt ter over from time to 

time and let me c.r l!r. Rockefeller know what you think of these euggee .. 

tiona, or u:nke ouch other nuggeutions as you have to offer! On the 

Vlholo , I thinl. it would bo better for you to write to ~~. Rockefeller 

direct. 

The State Department have not rel88JJed Roger by cable but have 

mailed hio a lettor saying that hie record ie uuch t~t they ho~a he will 

not leave the Service, but that they are not · in a poeition to interfere 

with hie plano if he wiahee to accept othor employ~aont. I am beginning 

to wonder whether he cay have devoloped, in the last twelvo years , suoh 

a sense of loyalty t o ~he Service a• to make him roe.lly reluctant to leave 

it . I have l1a.d a cable from him saying that .he would wait until he re-

ceivod the advico of the Department. 

Ue have just come throu£11 the worst snow l!ltorm I have ever know -

woDee, I think , in dtl.lrt.t~e to property than what I remember o! the blizzard 
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of 1888. At one tille or another we have been without electric light , 

telephone aarvice and water and telegraph service hau been completely 

suspended in many places. Tho havoc Tli th the trees haD boon fearful. 

I had an enforced holiday on U.Onday and got u wch onj oyment out of the 

snow ae was comJ?atible with the diecoiilforte I have mentioned. 

0 
Preaidont Charleo ~. Eliot , 

17 Fresh Pond Pa.rlmay, 
<'.ambridge, JJ...aeB • 

Affectionately youro , 

Jerome D. Greene 
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