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I was naturally very pleased when 1 saw the comments on
the attached sheet which Jason Epstein sent me --even
though I know I'm not as good as thate I thought you
might be pleased to see them tooe

Dear Gil,

Yesterday, I ran into my first published review, quite
a feeling. It was in the November Atlantic, and was a
nice one, The November Harper's has a group of letters
about their excerpte.

With very best regards,
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P.S. As an antidote to the praise, I am getting .
a spate of furiously angry and denunciatory letters

from planners and housers who seem to have me

tabbed as an irresponsible, if not vicious, demagoguel




| Herewith three comments on Jane Jacobs’ THE DEATH ANDLIFE OF GREAT
AMERICAN CITIES: { NOY 12 195]

" THE DEATH AND LIFE OF GREAT AMERICAN CITIES is the moat refreshing,
provocative, stimulating and exciting study of this greatest of our prob-
lems of living which I have seen, It fairly crackles with bright honesty
and commonsense. I hope that it may be rsad not just by the planners,
the poliiticians, the architects and the builders. I hope it can be read
by all those Americans who bave increasingly become distressed, frightened
and coniused by the horrors which are parpetuated abou t them in the holy

name of progress and improvement,"
Harrison Saligbury, THE NEW YORE TIMES

"A beautifully imaginative, insistently intelligent, persuasively human
book -~ in short, a pliece of The Truth., What the rest of us hava'meraly
observed, Mrs. Jacobs has nndefstood. The book is so entertaining - it
has some of the most succeﬁstully n;sty pdleulcal writing I've ever seen ~
that lots of people will wapnt to read it. And everyone who reads it will
feel Mrs. Jacobs® outrage at the stupidities and cruelties va'perpetrate
in the name of city planning., A big blow in a great cause."

Martin Mayer, autbor of THE SCHOOLS

"This is one of the most remarkable books ever written about the city.
Planners may diﬁputé the conciuaionﬁ‘-“ﬁauy'coﬁld'h;rdly do otherwise -
but they’re going to have to think about them, For this is a primary work.
The research apparatus is not pretentiocus ~ it is the eye and the heart -~
but it has given us 2 magnificent astudy of what gives life and spirit to
the city. It is an antithesis we verf much need, for the elements Mrs.
Jacobs percieves are precisely the elements we seem bent on eliminating
in conventional redevelopment."”

William H, Whyte, suthor of
THE ORGANIZATION MANW
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