
TF r::J o ~ I 

• 
Oct~ 

Cb OCT 30 i.;61 
~e-.(., 

'" ~ 0"'. ~ n '115 c..eJ/: ~c: ~ L I .L. I;,. J ~/I Dear Gil, 
5 q~ OCT 31 1961 "6t 

I was naturally very pleased when l saw the comments on 
the attached sheet which Jason Epstein sent me --even 
though I lmow I'm not as good as that. I thought you 
might be pleased to see them too.--

Yesterday, I ran into my first published review, quite 
a feeling . It was in the November Atlantic, and was a 
nice one . The November Harper ' s has a group of letters 
about their excerpt. 

With very best regards, 

P.S. As an antidote to the praise, I am getting 
a spate of furiously angry and denunciatory letters 
from planners and housers who seem to have me 
tabbed as an irresponsible, if not vicious, demagogue! 

NO~' 1 , 
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Herewith thre~ commonts on Jnne Jacobs 0 THE DEATH ANDLIFE OF GREAT 
AHERICAN CITIES: NO'J 1 : 19 'I 

u THE DEATH AND LIFE OF GREAT AURlCAU CITIES :ts the mo~Jt refreabiDia 

provocative, etimulattng and exciting ntudy of tbin greatest of our prob-

lems of living wbicb I have sGen. It fairly crackles with bright honesty 

and commonsense. I hope that it may b~ re~d not just by the planners, 

the politicians, the architects ond the buildare. I hope it can be read 

by all tboae Americnna who have iuc~eaaingly become diatressed, frightened 

and confused by tho horrors ·which :u•e p.-,l .. petuated about them in the holy 

name of progress and improvement." 
Harrison Salisbury, THE NEW YORK TIMES 

"A blilautifully imaginative, insistently intelligent, persuasively bu;uan 

bOok - in short, a piece of The Truth.. What the rest of u::a have merely 

otiserved~ Yrs .. Jacobs baa understood. The book io so entsrtaining - it 

has some of tba most successfully ncsty polemical writing z•ve ever seen -

tbat lots of people~will wapt to read ito And everyone who reads it will 

feel Mrs .. Jacobs~ outragp at the stupidities and cruelties we perpetrate 

in the nam0 of_city plnnningo A big blou in a gr~at cause .. " 

Hartin Hayer, author of THE.SCBOOLS 

"This is one of the moat roz:uurkable books ever written about the city .. 
Planners may dispute the conclua!onE - oany could hardly do otherwise -

but th•l' cre going to have to think about them.. Por this is a ,erimary worlt. 

The rsaearch apparatus ia not pretentiouo - it ia tho eye and the h$nrt -

but it has given ue a magnificent study of wbnt gives life· and spirit to 

the city. It is an ant:t thesis we very much need, "'for the elements Mrs a 

Jacoba parcieves are precisely the elomonts we aeem bGnt on eliminating 

in conventional redevelopmento" 
Uill1am H. Whyte, author of 

THE ORGANIZATION MAN 
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