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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Raymond B. Fosdick, President, 
The Rockefeller Foundation, 
49 West 49th St., New York 20, N.Y. 

My dear Dr. Fosdick: 

April 2, 1946 

When I was in Bulgaria last fall 
with the Ethridge Mission, Professor Stoitshkov 
of the Faculty of Agriculture of the University 
of Sofia, asked me to deliver the enclosed 
letter to you. 

I greatly regret that it was mislaid 
in the course of my travels, and it is with 
apologies that I am now sending it to you. 

May 
restoration of 

ll 
communications 
in care of the 

I sugg est that, pending the 
normal conditions in Bulgaria, 
to that country be sent by pouch 
United States ~ission in Sofia. 

Very truly yours, 

Cyril E. Black 
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April 8, 1946 

Yo~ letter of Apr~ 2 hus ooen re-

ceived in the ab::J~ncP. of Mr . Fo::;aick 1 rom the 

city . 1 t iri.l:!. be helu 1 or .1is u t ten t.ion upon 

his return to th~ oL ice uext wae.l(, uno I knou 

ho will be aeeply grateful to you for your 

courtesy in for~ueding Prolas~or 6toitsh~ov's 

lottHr. 

Sincer~ly yours, 

Secre~y to Mr. Fo~aick 

l.lr. Cyril E. Black 
Department ol' History 
Princeton University 
Princeton, Ne Jersey 
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Sept . 4-th,I945. 
uofia,Bulg ri& . 

I t ~e th~ ~~rst opportunity of writing you as president of The 
Rockefeller Founda · .i , ~hich h~;;re in Bulg ria we know is i::t real patron 
thtJ only higheut sc:.t..ernif'ic institute - The Sofia State University .For 
the success~ul aevelepment of this in~titute during the last quarter o 
u century we are rn...ch indebted to The Found~t.:.or .~halll\:s to ~.~! ... ~;..; gen reus 
effort~ of your predecesoors our uni ersity lad best specialiots , ruost ~-
seiul sclect.:.ons o~ bo ~s ror the libr~Iies of th~ f~culties and best e-
qui-pmeLt of t... laboratories of th~ f culty of ae-;riculture . Completion o~ 
o:r buildings of t e lat ... er too ,v.as made possible after .c ou_71dation ' s 
lar5e donations . 

This is tue reason that nov~,w~en w&r is er.dea and we are re-
es a lish~Lg C01L11unicat:o s wi t.1: ... a road, we. i'uu 1 o li5eu o:f gi vinu you 
~account re rdin tne preseht state o:f t1e university. 

r_.:_ • to t e last war one of the causes for university's all 
around au ce s was t1e excnange of our scientixic qorks with pub1i-
cutions o .j.,Great Britain ~~d tne Cont~nen oUnhappily war rought 
about foreign relat:ons and our scieLtific activity to almost a com-
plete .!)· .1US ill .L .... ck of' american anu. er ... 1.;.s .. literature and periodi-
cals 1 ~ted especially uniavoura1le to t e ex1eri~ental work of the 
major~~s of t ~ faculties . Such was tue st te of scientific affairs not 
i:r: Bulg ria alon•, 1ntt t rough out the Balkc.l.ns auet the Continent • 

.t1..S war is over , we hoped t.u.at th_;_s deadly isolation o£ ours 'i.ril1 
end also and political toler vi on &nd pe ceful work will :follow ·1t once 
alruost .But soon co ... d"tivn~ d~sapoin us 11. Our ex~erience s~o s s, 
t.n t te ... ay 01 full :r UL.tLS :M&ir..t in t t t ~:. bol~.;;hevic type o:f " 
doS)s no ... secures ".e simL lest ele euts f'or huma1.1. exis ~.ance and in 
a lesber ae ree it incourages any one to ~ake experiment~l anu sc~e~ 
.ork w~ th en husiasm. It becw:ue more then obvious t ,..t a system of 'tli:.:c~~·~_, 
tors.nip w fj succee"'-ed a!:.l.other syste of authorit rism • .ie were thro, 
ev~n into a fur more disastrous politic 1 and mor 1 slavery and oppres~io~ 
than efore. Com:r..ur. ists a~ olished lv moeot s 1 . d rinciples upon ttlhich 
our univ~rsity ex_;_sted ann develo-ppeu duri ng its brief hi~tory.~~Y a 
one of our colleagues wno neither had reached the retiring age , nor feet"tllilt 
the strain of t e work were dichar en and deurived of any possibility to 
be uoeful to their nation. This ha ppend onl~ ecause they wer~ not commu 
nist ~d b~c use ?ommun~sts wanteu. and obt~inud tneir catheuras . They -
tne comm~~sts tr~ed to scratch out the r~~tcst monum~nt in Bulgaria of 
inturnution 1 bro hernood and of christianity by indorsinb the pioperty 
of' the uildin s be1o:n.g~L.g to trte faculty of a rlculture to another 1 -
culty where comrJ ic ifluence nr~vails.It r~b rds to the same buil-
di os , tlat The ockef'ellerl!ioun~o..ll-..b_~Lnu ,..,,"'pnu 25 y ,..... ..> . 

nd b. O"l,r ~nul forts J.l.OVud fu .L]fi: t v n thes penp1~.; of 
t~ ll isr rd to Foundations will,ur.~arns, olitic 1 reprwsentrtlve 
of U. S. htd t int rven d .f~ .. stra!~~!: tht,;ir pluns .But dif.ficulti~s 
arise one aiter a1..otJ:wr , th =in an; ost uerioua being hovt. we to o .ose 
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the attempts of communists part:s~ns alone to h ve addmisoion tv ~he uni-
versity. 

I r gret th~t aitBr so many years OI lack oi communication wit you? 
my Iirst letter consists almost entirely of complaitlS . But I had to do so 

~ 
because it was my duty to 0 ive yov full picture of tne present conditionS 
in the Sofia University?many faculties of whose became centers of science 
and education thanks to Foundation's sacr ifices . 

I I and all my colleagues r alise the wort11 of all you have done for 
~ progress of science in Bulg ria ,and beseech you make the Foundation be a 
1l kind a patrol ... of our s in the future ,aR was in the past . 

Very s incere1ly Yours : 

Dr . Raymond B. Fosdick,President . 
The Rockefeller Foundetion 
40 West 4G th Street 
New- York , :r . Y. 

Professor J.P. st•itshkov, 
Vioe-deane of the Faculty 
of Agriculture 
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