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September 22 , 1947 . 

This is not mecnt t be 1ercsy, but I feel so~e in-
for.!lation may .Me a ~r nan of me . If j."OU f)rt:fer to ·"luve 
Joe Villits ans'\~er, d1 ' r hesitate to refc.r the letter to him. 

To my desk h~s just come t ~ rP~0rt , titled ~Public 
Reactio 1 to the Ato ic Bonb r-J.'rld \'orld Affairs'' eut with the 
c>mplim nts 0f the Soci~l Science Rese£rch Council sub- com~ittP-e 
on Public Reactions to the Atomic Bvmb ond Int~rnational Rel~tions 
( Iadlcy CCJ;ntril, Pcnd.!.eton Herring , flenf'ts Likert, a11d Leo rc1 f: . 
Cottrell , Jr. , Chairnan) , is ued by Corne:l univt2r.-ity ~nd d~ted 
April , 1147 . 

I re e"ber tnat th~ Fotmaction subscribed ~23 , 675 . 
to ard the; rroject a.s did the Carnegle Corporation. I reonenber '·v derlng hen the Found:;. tion vott:d the funds h· t the impli-
c . tio~s v erE. of tne study . Perhaps , ao~. since: t 1e study has 
b~t:rl u. ~, E. better _ue!::>tion would be: Arf; there practical c:.u-

l l..iC'' tions of the results which may hel u~ i t-tu .... , t:' l!:_e? I 
an ;;lee \\hy a sociologist i oula li.Ke to .Knov· l hat this repor-t 
1urpor ts to answer, but I a.m not v€rj clear that the information 
i ll hel p him or anyonE;. else . 

It is interesting that the fore\';ord starts out : "In 
recognition of the criti cal impor tance of more adequate ~no~ledge 
of the thinking of the Awerican public on matters relati ng to 
the developutent of the atomic bomb c.nd its effect on c.ttltudes 
on international relations , the Co'Mlittee on Social Aspects of 

to ic :energy of the Social Science Re:search CoWlcil proposed 
rly in 1146 th"t a study of public pinto~ and attitudes in 

the&e c.orE'as be undertaken . .. 11 P(.rhaps til a better question 
is : \"11 t is the critical imp rtancc of this ~n > ledge? 

I roping for help. 

r . Rayffiond B. FosdicK, 
R~ck~feller Foundation , 
49 \est 4Jth BtreEt, 
,e~ YorK 20 , ~ . Y~ 
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