TRANSLATION COPX.

Foreign Office Berlin, April 18, 1915.

Excellency.:-

In reply to your two kind communications of
April 17, I would emphasize anew, that the philanthropie
work of the Relief Commission for Belgium is fully appre-
ciated as far as Germany is concerned, and that every sap-
port will gladly be lent it. Acoordingly the Gérman sub~
marines have now been directed to allow the ships of the
Relief Commission to proceed unmolested, if they are re-
cognizable by their marks of identification, so that a
special letter of safe conduct would not really be neces-
gary .

However the Imperial Legation at The Hague has now
been suthorized by me, by telegraph, to issue to the ves-
gsels of the Relief Commission letters of escort not only
for the return voyage to iAmerica but also for the trip to
Bngland, provided that the ships in question are required
by the terms of their charter to return to England and that
they take no cargo for Zngland.

For their safety, however, and in order to avoid errors.
in identification, the ships in question must be strongly
urged to carry by day and by night clearly recognizable
marks of identification.

Furthermore, it is to be recommended to the Commission's
ship, should they wish to réturn to America, not to call &t
English ports solely for the purpose of coaling, but rather

to provide themselves with coal at Rotterdam.




To meke this possible, we shall gladly lend our assist-
ance thet they may be able to purchase German coal in

Rotterdam.
T

I gladly avoil myself of this opportunity to renew your

%W
ExcellencyApf my highest respect.

(signed) von Jagow.
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