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!1:e.rch 25~ 1918 

My dear Mr. Gates: 

Thank you since~ely for your friendly and frank 

letter about the report. 

When I wftnt ovftr it in galley proof' 1 felt about the New 

York State and City program as you do, and rorthwith deleted it. 

q 

As to your suggestion about elimir.ating all allusions to 

policy, I do not find myaelr convinced. No one else ~~o h9$ read 

the VJroo£ h~s expressed any aoubt on th.i.s poirtt. Tne !tatementa as 

to policy fttll ur1der three heeds: 

First, the ound1:1tion u:ust. not tie its hru1ds by i ... t'~ er.ible 

rep.;ulutions. !'hie is emphaeized by c:.n allusion to the contrast be-

twEen govern~ental ~Bchinery and the freedom und initibtiv~ of a 

Fouudation. 

Second, certain oositive thin~& which ar£o chEo.racteristio of 

the Foundation are mentioned, such es constructive comprehensive 

~ror,rams with concentration upon a fe¥- things. This ia so thorour.hly 

in harmony with your "anti-acatterat.ion" theory that I am sure it haa 

your e oprova 1. 

Third, the mention or oertain things which the Foundation "can-
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not wieely or successfully dor.. All the things mentioned I think 

we should agree fall outside the scope of our work. The e.·lusion 

to our not taking par~ in any propag~ndist oamoai~a with respect 

to controversial. political or social questions seems to mA ~por-

tant. The one thing that the OPPOnents of foundations seem most to re-

S(:nt is tpe attempt to control public O'Pinion. The fact that such 

control would be futile in any field except one where )noontrover-

tible acientific evidencs ia available as, l'or example, in oublio 

healti •ork, docs net seem to o.lley the ~unJlicions ot' noople -.vho 

•~a looking for sinister motives and nanoouvres. 

'.fhl.s repot't has been purposely oast in popultir form. 

It is hoped tl~t it will be widely read ~nd ~ill ~jve pAople a more 

vivid e.nd a.::curate idoe. or whtAt the Foundation is tryin~ t., do.. I 

uuuuot aschpe tho balie1' thtt.t u tie1'1nition which is ninsty-f'ive per 

cent. DOiif.it1..,a gains u littlE> by fiv€i t->er cer.-t •• of nc"'eti,,.c delimi-

t ot ion. 
lf :you 1'a3~ th~.L thH is a point which ought to be dis-

cussed further, 1 should ba f!;lvd to ho.vu iJr. I;rnhree r~rrange for a spe-

c-'.al conference on the subJect. I ahall probably sail on Wednesday 

-ill not be time for • meeting before I leave. so that there .. 
1 hope I shall reach Paris a little ahead of the laieer. 

reported is a little disconcertin,. 
nlthcu~h his progress as just now 

Mr. Frederick T. Gates 
26 Broadway 
New York City 

GEV:Gl4A 

Yours sincerely, 

GEORGE E. V'NCENT 

President 
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