
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 

CHAPEL HILL 

THE CAROLINA PLAY MAKER S 
FREDERICK H. KOC H . D IR&CTO R 

Dear Jolm Marshall : 

I am enclosing a playbill of a f.ull-l~ngth Negro play, ItchinG Heel, 
by John Pad~er1 •vrittel1 in our playwriting course here P~t Chap<:Jl Hill 
e. year ago and produced by the author with an all- negro cast at High 
Point, North Carolina last Saturday night , February 17. 

I · .. mnt to High Poin+ to see the production and was delighted with the 
---success of the und~te.nking. The play was sponsored by the Junior 

Service League as a feature of Inter- Racial ·eek. There was a le.q;e 
e.udi~nce and the play was received with anthusia~~. It was really 
e. very paluabl3 hit and, it seems to me , marks a ne-r -:U.lepost in the 
development o.f akgro theatre in North Carolina. 

I had a talk with President Graham yesterday and you will be ir>-
terested to know I a. .. sure, thvt he is plannin~ defini tely the 
establish!nent of a School of Fine Ar t s here - just as soon as he c n 
:manar;e it. The plan he has in mind would ~ .,. 1:.he work in the crama. a 
separate department in the School of Fine Arts . He suggested that I 
might pass this word on to you confidentially. He is really enthu-
siastic and ready to move just as soon as he can formu::!.ute his plans 
satisfactorily. It seems to me such a move \r.lll give us a much better 
opportunity for the grovrth of our dra.r;.a.tic depart111.ent. 

Come to see us ·•1hen you can. 

JAr . John lfu.rshall 
The Roc·efeller Foundation 
49 ~est 49th Street 
New York City, Ue':r Yor~: 

Ever your fellow pla~~er, 


