
THE CAROLINA PLAY MAKER S 

FREDERICK H. KOCH, I IIUCTOR 

Dear Mr . Marshall: 

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CARO'::r'-~ 

CHAPEL HILL \l 

~ovember 14, 1933 

On a separate sheet you will rind a picture (in actual figures) which will give 
you some idea of the extent of our activities during last season. You can imagine 
hovr busy this kind of schedule keeps us . The efficiency of our limited staff in 
meeting the demands of the increasing number of students actually interested in 
the wor'<: of The Carolina Playmakers would be greatly improved by the help of the 
following student aGsistants: 

1 . An Assistant to the Director to take over laboratory work in 
Experimental Productions of plays written in the playwriting 
courses, and to attend to other details or instruction routine . 

2. An Assistant to the Technical Director to take care of theatre 
and shop equipment, and the routine chores connected with the 
traffio of production. 

3 . An Assist~nt in Business Management to do stenographic and cler-
ical work in the general business of the organization, including 
the work involved in promoting tours . 

Urgent as is our need for relief from the accumulating burden of routine 
through the help of student assistants, still more ur gent is our need for 
financial help in the present crisis . 

Our local income is no longer sup;>lemented by the substantial profits from 
our tours, as in the good old days. No•f \VO are dependent entirely upon our 
greatly reduced box office receipts for all our productinn exp~n~es, ~e 
supplies, and the salary of one member of our staff. - - -
The University has not and cannot provide the salar.y of the me~ber of our 
staff who designs and makes all our costumes (there we~ 137 last year), and 
at the same time fills the position of ceneral secret~ of The Playmakers . 
These services are indispensible . The only provision we have been able to make 
is a part-time salary ($700) in our already overloaded budget. We are hoping 
to find soma way to relieve our box office of this burden. 

Our situation is fast becoming desperate . Our equi~ent is running down, we 
are unable to mount our productions except in roe.ke - 3hift fashion, and we do 
not see where we can secure the money to purchase even the basi~ supplies . With 
the rapidly increasing rise i n prices in every direction, we fear that 7le will 
not be able to pay up our d~bts of last year, much less to meet those or the 
coming months , unless someone comes to our rescue. 

We appreciate deeply your interest in the things ~ are trying to do here, and 
we shall be grateful indeed for whatever assistance you can give us . 

Mr . John Marshall 
The Rockefeller Fotmdation 
New York City, New York 

Yours faithfully, 

Kenan Professor of Dramatic Literature . 



THE CAROL! NA PLAYMAKERS 

An Outline of the Activities of a Representative Year. 

(Actual Figures as of Last Season# 1932- 1933) 

1. Two hundred and seventy (270) different players and techni-
cians, ma.ny of them repeatine;, had an active part in the pro-
ductions . 

2. One hundred and forty-One (141) students ,ere individually trained 
in the courses in Playwriting, Acting# Directing, and Technical 
Practice . (This does not include the students in the courses in 
dramatic literature. ) 

3. Fifty- two (52) new plays written in the University Playwriting 
courses were given publicJ studio, or experimental presentations . 

4. Twenty- seven (27) new stage settings wero designed and built 
for these productions . 

5 . One hundred and thirty- seven (137) costumes were designed and 
made during the year. 

G. Two (2) short tours wero made last year. 

7 . Seven (7) new productions of full-length plays by professional 
plaY'vrights were ~ven during the year# including a Children ' s 
Play and two outdoor plays in The Forest Theatre . 

8. One hundred and forty (140) visiting actors from al l parts of 
the Stato presented thirty- eight (38) plays (10 of these orig-
inal) in The Playma.kers The~ltre last season durint; the Tenth 
Dr~tic Festival and TournamAnt of the Carolina Dranw.tic As-
sociation. 

9 . Sixty- six (66) performanc ere given in The Play.makers Theatre 
during tho season. Thre~ (3) outdoor performances ware given 
in The Forest Theatre . 

le • • Nineteen theusand four hundred (19#400) persons attended our 
Playmakers~ performances last year. 

Note : The University supplies a staff of only three (3) members 
to do all this work. 
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