
THE CAROLINA PLAY MA I<E AS 
FREDERICK H. KOCH, OI•I<CTO 

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 

CHAPEL HILL 

December 12, 1933 

Dear ':r . r hall : __ 
I don ' t h ' o trouble you further, but I ~·!l!mpelied at thi\s tir.e to re-
mind you of our urgent need for assistance · ~~-oa...:thc-torta.p eAten-
sian activit.ies ir. drru:la throuGhout the stat e , ~lthouqh you ha not ~sked for 
specHic infor'!IB.tion concer!'ling it. -

These extension activities in cor.l!nuni·ty dro.r::ta wer e initiated when ":he work of 
The Carolina Playz nkers was bc..;un nt Chapel Hill s:L-.:toen years ago . At that 
ti.ne , according to Barrett Clark, North Cr~.rolina. was a 11deadll stat e in itc 
drrunatic interest . ':odn.y there is ac.,.ing and playwriting eve:w.-y;vhere in North 
Carolina . At tho Tenth }.:r>..r..ual Drazatic Festival and Tournanent of the state-
wide Carolina Drar.atic Association last spring, one hundred and forty (140) 
visiting actors pres~·.l-e~ "Ghirty- eit;ht (~8) plays(ten (10) of t:hem ori inal) in 
The Playn~~ers Tleatre . This in spite of the great de pr e s sionl 

This ren:.arka.ble developz.ent represents the cwaulation of' the wurk of' the Bureau 
of ~.~o.rumuni ty Dramu, which vJB.s done larcoly by· a full - time Field Director over a 
period of years . The office of' Field Director was discot'l~inuod when the Univer-
sity nudget was so dr astically slashed two year s a t;o. Since that ti:nte as much 
of this wor k as was possible ha s been carried on b: vo luntar,v ass istance under 
gr eat stra i n . President Graham assures us that he roll restore the office 
just as soon as the Uni varsi ty funds will pe rmit . In the n:eantime., however, the 
~ork is terribly crippled. :e have t r ied to carry it on as best we could under 
the ci r cumstances, but at the present moment we fear •re may lose the ground 
which has taken years of effort to eain. 

[e rish very much' that you might restore to us over this difficnlt period the 
office of Field Director of the Bureau of Community Dra rn.a. . It v1ovld be dif-
fict.lt to find the right person for this posi t-io- ft)t· t J r emainder of the year , 
but if you could brant us en office socretttry .::'or the ba.lunce of t' is calendar 
year and a. full - tine Field Director for the acade~c year Scpte~ber, 1934 through 
June , 1935 we believe that ·re can save the ship in these stormy times . 

Here is an estin:ate of the salaries required for such service : 

1 . A Field Direct or from September, 1934 to ".dy, 1935 2500. 00 
- (Salary and Trnveline Expense s ) 

2. An Office Secr etar y f r om January to July, 1934 333. 00 
11 from September, 1834 to July, 1935... .. 500. 00 

~ 3333. 00 

I hope you will forgive my enthusiasm for this work. It seems to JT.e an integral 
part of the :vor k here , e.nd it is so much needed in our poor little to·ms and country 
neighborhoods of tho South . 

l r . John t!:Arshall 
The Roo'cefeller Foundation 
New York Cit-y , New York 

Yours ~ait'fUll~, 

Kanan Professor of Drama t ic Literature . 




