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The R o c k e f e l l e r Foundat ion ^ f ^ -
49 West 4 9 t h S t r e e t r f L ^ ^ 
N©w York C i t y 

Dear Dr» W l l l i t s s 

About th© middle o f S'eptemb'er I " r e c e i v e d a. l e t t e r from Dr. 
Marc B l o c h , P r o f e s s o r , o f Iconomlc H i s t o r y a t th@ Sorbonn©, i n d i c a t i n g 
t h a t h® wishes t o come t o th@ United S t a t e s .to c o n t i n u e h i s s c i e n t i f i c 
¥/ork a t l ^ a s t u n t i l th© o p p o r t u n i t y t o s e r v e h i s o?m c o u n t r y appears 
more f a v o r a b l © . S i n c e the impor tant a r c h i v e s and x m l v e r s i t y c e n t e r s 
a r e in the o c c u p i e d zon® o f Pranc® and s i n c e P r o f e s s o r and Mm®. B l o c h 
a r e J@ws, th@re i s l i t t l e l i k e l i h o o d o f h i s f i n d i n g in the n e a r f u t u r e 
e i t h e r th® m a t e r i a l or th@ t r a n q u i l i t y © s s e n t l a l t o . s c i e n t i f i c work 
o f t h # h i g h ord@r o f which he Is c a p a b l © , 

P r o f e s s o r B l o c h Is f i f t y - f o u r y e a r s o l d , and-Mm®. B l o c h i s about 
same a g # . H@ has s i x c h i l d r e n r a n g i n g from e l e v e n t o twenty y e a r s 

o l d . His o l d e s t son i s ©ight®en» Unless he can s e c u r e an Amaric-an 
v i s a ^ v a l l d f o r h i s c h i l d r e n , M. B l o c h i s not w i l l i n g to l e a v e Pranc®. 
But i f h i s f a m i l y c a n accompany him^ he i s v®ry eabSr t o come to the 
United S t a t e s , He seeks a u n i v e r s i t y p r o f e s s o r s h i p and la w i l l i n g 
t o a c c e p t a temporary appointment a t any s a l a r y t h a t w i l l p e r m i t him 
t o s u p p o r t h i s f a i a i l y . 

For mor© than a decade M» Bloch was a p r o f e s s o r o f ©conomlc and 
s o c i a l h i s t o r y a t th© U n i v e r s i t y o f S t r a s b o u r g , arid f o r about t h r e e 
y e a r s b e f o r e th@ o u t b r e a k of the p r e s e n t war he h e l d th© c h a i r in 
economic h i s t o r y a t the Sorbonn®. H@ i s th© a u t h o r o f a t l @ a s t t h r e e 
s c h o l a r l y volumes on the h i s t o r y of f e u d a l i s m and o f a g r l c u l t u r ® In 
France^ and. he has been a s t e a d y and f r e q u e n t c o n t r i b u t o r t o the 
l e a r n t d j o u r n a l s o f h i s own and o t h e r Gountrles. S i n c e 1 9 2 9 h# has 
been J o i n t S d l t o r o f the Annales d ' H i s t o l r ® Economlqu® a t S o c i a l e 
( t i t l e changed t o Annalas d * H i s t o i r # a o c i a l ® i n 1 9 3 9 ) * 

F r o f @ s s o r and Mm®, B l o c h have e x c e l l e n t p e r s o n a l i t i e s . I have 
known thmn Ymll f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s and s e e no r e a s o n why th®y should 
not adapt themselves r e a d i l y to academic l i f e In t h i s c o u n t r y . I 
hav© n e v e r h e a r d M. B l o c h speak E n g l i s h , but I know s e v e r a l Airitric&ns 
who have h e a r d him. He has l e c t u r e d in E n g l i s h a t Oambridge U n i v a r s i t y i 
and P r o f e s s o r J . H. Olapham, o f Cambridge (who i s n o t o r i o u s l y s p a r i n g 
with p r a i s e ) wrote m© l a s t y # a r t h a t P r o f e s s o r B l o c h had w r i t t e n a 
" f e r i l l i a n t " c h a p t e r on the e a r l y h i s t o r y o f F r e n c h a g r i c u l t u r e f o r t h # 
Cambridge Sconomlc H i s t o r y t h a t P r o f e s s o r Glapham was e d i t i n g . I have 
s t r o n g r e a s o n t o b e l i e v e t h a t P r o f e s s o r Bloch* a E n g l i s h ?/ould be good 
enough f o r c l a s s r o o m use a f t e r , a t m o s t , a few ?/@aks in t h i s c o u n t r y . 
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In addition to @oonomlc history Professor Bloch Is prepared' 
to teach medieval history, modern European history, and paleography 
and historical method* 

In my opinion, Professor Bloch Is entitled to special considera-
tion because of hi^havlng refused exemption (du@ on the ground of his 
age and also because of his b@lng the father of six children) from 
military servic© and taken his place as a captain in the French army 
upon the outbreak of hostilities• I had a regular correspondence 
with him at his post in the Maglnot Line until Hitler iniraded th@ 
Low Countries. "prof@ssor Bloch fought in th@ battle of Flanders. 

I b@li@v® that M. Bloch^s presence In this country would tend 
to raise the l®val of scholarship In economic and social history. 
I fear that h@ is in a precarious position in his native country. 
Assistance from'th© Foundation in reaching America and living 
until he can secure a foothold m̂ ould not only be an act of charity 
and brotherly lov© but it might be instrumental in saving from 
destruction a fertile, energetic, and original mind. 
, Professor Bloch*s address Iss 

1. 1@ Professeur Marc Bloch 
Foug®r@s, coiifffiune du Bourg d*H©ia 
Par Bonnet (Creus@) 
Franc@ 

H® is in th® unoccupied zone. 
If you car© for additional information concerning Professor 

Bloch^ I shall be glad to attempt to supply it. 

Respectfully yours. 

Earl ^v Hamilton 
Professor of Economics. 


