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Dear Ch ·.U.'lCey: 

You will be interest in tb at ch clipping from this 
orni g' Ne York Tim e. iJ s you kno r I the ounda tion h in prospect 

a deei ion about making sue tanti l ea i, 1 grant to e erforming 
ow b ing p annea for Lincoln 

It wou d be ery 1elpful i~ you coul be in po i ion to 
advi e us · to sei le in o v ~ente ri i1g out of e eA~~eiv 
condemnation of Private housing which 11 pparently be x·equired. 
A distinction should be drawn batwee.'l the total of the Lincoln Squax·e 
project a d a neh smaller . ·~rlion of' it 1-rhich lroul be u ea for the 
P~rf:o i g Art Center. I believ , for e:xa ple, th t the Opera ha£ 
alr dy com..u tted it lf to ouy certain pro erty in th ar a.. 

lli t we mi~ht b concerned bout is t• e oundation's r l 
if the Perforsrl.ng Arts ~a'lter ' itself depends upon substantial condem­
nation of )~ivate rop rty. tS an old-~as ·oned Jeffar onian liber~l, 
I have been skeptical bout the pl'OJ.l"iety of con eimu~tion pl"oCeedings 
tor "Wh4t may be, in eff'ect, private purpoce • One ca..Yl. argue tb"' t an 
O~.;;;ra House, a Phi nic a.u rit, ~ Juillia.rd ::.chool ar 
suf'ficie tly "publicn to uetEUn eond · · tion. It remains, ovever, 
that they are strtlcturall ri v te or.. i e,tion t·flo n.l'1riae little or 
no ublie service f"ree of ch rge. iy prese t guesa 1 1at there is 
an adequate 1 gal basis for condemnation, but I am n t a.., all comfot,tal:Jle 
-bout the broad polieias in-volved :met. the Foundation• .. osition if 1-re 

should find oursel Yes in the dddl of violent cc)ntrov·ersy on the public 
policy .:oint. Pr sum ly, the condemnation ldlieh th.e City nt .... e in ~ 11d 
i b<- se 011 the theory of um cl ar· nc • ... ~ s · Py . e t hat the 
Foundation t o pe.rt in th dev .... lopm t until ft r e City has 
comple ed what-ver ~c ·o 1 h i mind o th. slw. c r lCe hesis. 

The e m~y n t even b the ri t :uestion but I ':rented to 
ca.ll your a.tte1tion to the e Yor Times story and invite you to mull 
it ove • 

• • Cha.u cey Bel' p 
One e.ll Stre t 
Nel-T Yor. 51 N York 
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