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Dear Dr. Deshxm.tldi: 

December 16, 1958 

APR 1 fi 1959 
You vill recall our conversation during 1113 OCtober visit in India 

about some or the ~rating difficulties vbich 1he Rockefeller FoUndation 
has encountered with respect to its fellowships and grants. I am not at 
all confident that the situation has been claritiea to the satisfaction 
of both sides. In discussions which I bad with senior officials in the 
various ministries, moreover 1 I tind that there is some divergence of view 
on the Indian side as to Just bow we Should Conduct ourselves and vi th 
wham we should ke"P in touch. I .bad suppoSed, fran what the Minister o£ 
Finance said to me as well as tram rJsy discussion with you, tb.i&t our point 
of' contact with respect to grants to universities Should be the University 
Grants Cooi:Dission. But even on this, which would be em;IMntJ.y satistacto:ey 
tran our point of view, w are not clear that this is vell understood on 
the Indian side. 

I know that you will fully ~thize with our desire not to 
become involved in relationships among departments of \be Indian Government 
nor in such differences ot approach as might exist between tbe States and 
the Center. we could, of course, continue to feel our way and try to deal 
with the specific dif'ticul.ties as they arise, but I wuld be concerned 
lest this course served to build up a series ot petty anno~ :which would 
gradually erode the intima'te relationships vbich we have .bad vi th our 
Indian colle.agues tor the past four decades, 
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An alternative m1gtrt be to ~ out an exchange of letters 
between the Uinlster of External Aft'~-and 1he Rockefeller Foundation 
which -would sketch out in broad terms the .eypes of relationships which 
are ~able to both sides. From our point o£ view, such an exahaDge 
might clarity vhat might otherwise became a turther aaDplex set of problems • 
.From the wint of view ot the Indian Government, the discussion which would 
preSUl'IBbly pre:ceda suah an excbacge might serve usetully to bring about 
a unified approach. 

I WDier it you would be wil11ng to give lila personal advi~ as 
to whether it 'WOUld be vise for me to take the initiative in ~sting 
the negotiation ot such an ex~e of' letters. We would be wUling, 
as a starter, to draft a possible letter f'X'am the Foundation to the 
Government of India and discuss it with jOur Ambassador and Mr. B. K. Nehru 
in Washington. This draft could be discussed interd~ntall:y by the 
w.n1stry o£ External Ai'tairs in Delhi to determine Whether it provides an 
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adequate basis for Rockefeller Foundation activities in that country. Hope­
tully, ~ could negotiate the teXt or such a letter to the point where it 
'WOUld be satisfactory upon receipt, so that a s~le exchange or letters 
cOUld register a meeting of Dliods. 

Since 'DZ:f October visit, I have bad an opportunity to JUScuss saDe 

of these problems vi th our tull Board ot Trustees. ()lr Trustees are bopetul 

that ertective practical relatiOnships can be worked out because of our 
growing :tnterest in Indian science and scbolarsbip and in India 1 s C&I-ac1. \1 
to contribute to the enrichment of the broader conmm.nity of science and 

scholarship. on the other hand, our Trustees are quite clear tbat we could 
.oot abandon our responsibility as T.rustees of the Foundation's i"unds nor 
:i~ tram our traditional methods or operation and thereby COIJJPl'QlJise the 
nature of our relations with otbtn' countries in all parts of the world. 

Let me repeat what I said in Delhi, to the eftect tbat w see DO 

real cW:ticulties in activities concern:l.ng the three research institutions 
with which we have been invited to undertake a special relattoriship; namely, 
the Ind:Ian .Agric8l.tural Researah Institute, the All-India Institute of 
Medical Sciences, and the Virus Research..Centre at Poona. Nor voul.d the 
problems which have arisen concern the International CUltural Center. 

Would it be your ~nt that we shoUld mve toward an exchange 
of letters or t.hat we should let matters roll along for the t1mB being? 

With lU,gb perSOD&l regards, 

Dr. c. D. Deammnkh 
University Grants Coiimission 
Old JW.l Road 
New Delhi 2, India 

be : Dr. Ralph W. Cummings 

Sincerely yom"s, 

DeanRusk / 
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