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Dear Ray,

Here are my ideas concerning the tactics and the morality
of the atomic bombing of Japan.

Possession of this new force should have been advertised
to the Japanese in an announcement like earlier ones warning all
civilians in certain named cities that a stated number of them were
So be bSbJd on a set date. The tactics of a surprise attack were
bad whent: knew they had asked Russia to explore peacemeasures
and when we knew they could not resist air attack of any kind.
Tactically we were in a weak position compared to Britain when she

took the retaliatory steps of bombing civilians in Germany, for
reVcredTefenstvely a/ainst first offense And she ha t.e excuse^
We did not know actually that the Japanese lacked this new

but its use after a warning, would have shown the same kind of self-

in its use as we use when warning a criminal of the
restrains m ix.s us« «

fijwu4 fit«r if necessary. We made new
punishment we are ready to administer " /i°e

t for our for.
power a source of fear instead of a source of respect for our icr

bearance.
Morally, and by that I mean the way we must feel concern-
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Russia and Britain Dacs in"" Lives, vetoes, trade rights
Congress approves any peace ™ lo6£ soraething,
a" aU

at?o„ o? ST ilmorll snasion we turned atomic power
Russia as well as the rest of the

outsiders.
Our course now is to say we would act U"''**l**K««, regards if we had it to do again and. for me, to say that

power
to our people as clearly as is talcing xana
give us an immediate advantage.
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