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The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compliments
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and has the honor to refer to the matter of
the status of the Rockefeller Foundation which recently acquired the Villa Ser-
belloni at Bellagio, Como, as a gift under the will of the late Ella Principessa

della Torre e Tasso for the purpose of promoting international understanding,

The Rockefeller Foundation is one of the oldest and largest American
foundations., It was established as a corporate legal entity by an Act of the le-
gislature of the State of New York, approved May 14, 1913, for the stated purpose
of promoting the well-being of mankind throughout the world, In 1929 another cor-
poration, The Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial, organized in 1919 under the
laws of the State of New York for charitable purposes, was consolidated with The
Rockefeller Foundation,

The Rockefeller Foundation enjoys in the United States of America all the
rights and privileges of a non-profit corporate entity, engaged exclusively in phi-
lanthropic, cultural and scientific pursuits.

As is well- , during the course of its long history .The Rockefeller
Foundation has been a pioneer in many fields of philanthropy: the prevention and
elimination of disease, such as malaria, yellow fever, and other menaces to pu-
blic health; the improvement of agriculture in areas suffering from malnutrition;
the advancement of knowledge through research in the physical, biological and so~-
cial sciences; the encouragement of humanistic studies and achievements in the
creative arts; the identification, recognition and support through liberal fellowship
awards of promising young scientists, scholars and others at the start of their
productive careers; and numerous other fields,

The relations between the Government and cultural institutions of Italy and
The Rockefeller Foundation are excellent and of long standing, Thus the Foundation'




international health staff were privileged to have a part in the eradication of
malaria from Sardinia after the second world war. Over the years, Foundation
grants have added several million dollars to the resources available for the
support of scientific research in a number of Italian universities and institutions.
In addition, more than 160 Italians, at early stages in their careers, have been
awarded fellowships to pursue their studies at institutions of their choice in other
countries, among them Earico Fermi when still unknown.

Having in miand this background of The Rockefeller Foundation's achieve-
ments and its long and fruitful association with Italy, the Principessa della Torre
e Tasso, who was an American by birth, but was bound to Italy by ties of marriage,
long residence and affection, left to the Foundation by her will the Villa Serbelloni,
together with the sum of $ Z.000, 000, for use as a cultural center to promote in-
ternational understanding.

In prompt compliance with the terms of the will, the Foundation, upon the
Principessa's death on June 20, 1959, took possession of the Villa, which has
since been operated for the prescribed cultural purposes. Already it has been
poasible to hold at the Villa a series of conferences and seminars at which distin-
guished scholars from Italy, other parts of Europe and the United States have met
for fruitful study. Facilities are also being made available at the Villa for indivi-
dual scholars, scientists or artists from Italy and other countries, who can benefit
from the opportunity for quiet concentration on their work in ideal surroundings.

The Villa is owned by the Foundation, which also directly conducts its ope~
rations from the New York office within the framework of the Foundation's inter-
national program. There is no separate legal entity owning or administering the
property. A director residing in the Villa but paid by the Foundation in New York
is in immediate charge of the premises and of the program as developed by the
Foundation officers in New York.

The Embassy has been given to understand that title to the Villa is recorded




in the public records in the Foundation's name, and that exemption from the
Italian inheritance tax has been granted, while the question of exemptions from
other taxes is under negotiation.

Relations between the ¥Foundation and the municipal authorities at Bella-
gio have been cordial and co-operative. The Foundatioan's predecessor in title
gave employment to upwards of 60 residents of the community, and the Founda-
tion has utilized the services of most of this number. While not paying munici-
pal taxes, the Foundation is making annually a voluntary contribution to the mu-
nicipality of Bellagio of Lit. 3.600.000. In addition, the Foundation is making
contributions toward local charities at the rate of more than Lit. 3,500, 000 an~
nually. For the support of its operations at the Viila Serbelloni the Foundation is
expending in Italy not only the income of the § 2.000.000 bequest left by the Prin-
cipessa but also substantial additional funds.

While the Foundation has thus been operating the Villa for the stated pur-
poses, difficulties have nevertheless arisen because of issues raised by certain
minor officials. Perhaps by reason of lack of familiarity with the status in Italy
of United States non-profit corporations, these officials have failed to recognize
that the Foundation has in Italy the status of a juridical person. This has preveated
the Foundation from buying a motor truck, or entering into such transactions as
the sale of a motor boat; some difficulty is alsc being experienced with respect
to payment of social security charges. '

The basis of these difficulties appears to be the failure to realize that by
virtue of the provisions of Article II of the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and
Navigation between Italy and the United States of February 2, 1948, as ratified by
Law No. 385 of June 8, 1949, corporations created under the laws of either Party
have their juridical status recognised within the territories of the other Party
whether or not they have a permanent establishment, branch or agency therein.

And even aside from that Treaty provision, Art, 16 of the Disposizioni
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sulla legge in generale (Disposisioni Preliminari al Codice Civile) appears to en-
title the Foundation to enjoy the same rights in Italy as are enjoyed by Italian le-
gal entities.

Moreover the legal personality in Italy of The Rockefeller Foundation as
well as that of other American foundations has been consistently recognized since
the inception of their activities here. Neo question was raised in connection with the
purchase of materials, the obtaining of premises, the hiring of personnel and the
wmammuunmnuwm«rmumumcaum
its program of malaria eradication. Likewise, the giving of grants to universities
and the support given to the Stasione Zoologica of Naples, which all implied reco-
plﬂnhhﬂydmhmmnamydmrm.umrmdmm.
Other American non-profit corporations are also permanently established in Italy
ucmnmmmﬂumwmmamm”y-
sonality: for instance, the Johns Hopkins University owns a building in Bologna
where it operates a graduate school. Recognition of the legal personality of The
Rockefeller Foundation by the tax authorities has already been mentioned.

While there is no wish to magnify the difficulties which the Foundation has

encountered, their cumulative effect can hardly fail in the long run to interfere
seriously with the Foundation's continuing operation of the Villa.

Under the circumstances the Embassy would appreciate it if the Ministry
would acknowledge that the Rockefeller Foundation is a non-profit corporation or-
mudmmmamudetukoumymuumuu
rmuawmhmuum-ﬂammmdm
Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation between Italy and the United
States of February 2, 1948,

The Embassy of the United States of America takes this occasion to renew
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs the assurance of its highest consideration.

Embassy of the United States of America,
Rome, May 5, 1961.
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