TREASURY DEPARTMENT

UNITED STATES

2] PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
OFFICE OF

MEDICAL OFFICER IN CHARGE
SB WiLminGgTON, N. C. i

July 17, 1913.

Dir. Wickliffe Rose,
Southern Building,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Doctor Rose:

The privy problem is solved, at least for the
!
small townse Please read the enclosed carbon letter confiden-

tially.

- Respectfully,
2 I

Enc. MSOI' in temporery charge.




Medical Inspeetien of Children. Wilmington, H. C.
Re~ Qonditions that have
“im# ﬂv‘. H..

July 17th, 1913.

Us 8« Publie Health Service,
veshingbon, De Cs
sirs { Through Director)

You will, I am sure, be interested in o develop-
ment in connection with the inspection of the children at this
Easpitai.

You will recell that I expleined to you thet I
had found & method of mieroseopic examinetion whereby we could
state definitely that a given person has been esting food con-
taminated with human feces.

In the exmminations we have made thus far the test
hes been positive in perhaps ome cese out of four im all of the
children examined. After we have our test completed I write o
letter to the parents, giving them the genmeral results of the ex-
aminetion, and in the cases thet §ive positive response to the
test, showing thet the ohild hes been esting humen feces, I add
a sentence practiocslly as follows:

"rhe mieroscopic exsmination has given us positive
evidence that Johnny has been eating food contaminated. probebly
by flies, with humen feces. It is only o matter of chonce that
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the infeotion found is o harmless one, instead of typhoid fever.
There must be some insemitery privies near your house, end I
would suggest that you veguest the Health Officer to inepect your
entire block in order to determine whether there are insanitery
privies there to which flies have sccess, and shich are supply-
ing the Pood on your teble vith humen exorets.”

The mltu‘ of the foregoing notifieations are ex-
asetly what I expected. The Health Officer, Dr. Hesbitt, eelled
yesterday, and he steted that his life was being made a burden
for him. Ohildren of seversl rrominent families in ftown have
responded to the test, and the parents have eppeared at the Health
office greatly disturbed over the matter, and have demonded that
every surface privy in towm be immediately removed. Teople have
celled him up over televhome, decliming to give thelr nemes, but

ing thet he put every surface privy in town out of commission.
He is mow referring o1l of these people to the Mayor, to the mem-
bers of the City Comneil, ond %o the Legel Depertment of the City,
and advising them to devend of the City Attornmey thatl the Law in
regerd to surface privies be strietly enforoed.

The mothers sre calling me up on the telephone, thanke~
ing me for the information, and ssking whether I would not go down
and see the Oity Coumeil sbout it. I bhove had several persomal con-
versations with the motheys, end they are sbsolutely indignent, but
they ave very grateful to me for salling their sttention to the sub-
jeot, and ome lady hes just given me sbout 15 minutes telephone con-
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versation and stating that this inspection is the greatest thing
that hoe ever come %o Vilkington, and thet she is going teo show
her letter, stating that her child has been eating human excrets,
to every mother she can find, and thet she is going to carry on
e cempeign, ond meke it as warm for the Mayor, the City Couneil,
end the Tegsl Deyertment, as possible.

Dr. Hesbitt seens floored; part of the population
e z him because he has deen trying to get rid of
the yrivies, ond the rest of them sre hammering him because he
has not gotten rid of them. ¥He hes o nuvber of warrants sworn
out, but the locel court keeps postponming the cases. He tells
me thet he is going to refer all of these ceses to the City Ree
corder, and the City Attorney.

Prom the present conditions, and the indignation
of the parents, becanse of the faet thet thelyr children have
actually been eating feces, xtmi‘twinmﬁaasmm
towm.

Respectfully,
[Signed] C. W. STILES.
Professor in temporary charge.
Copy for Dr. Wickliffe Rose,
WASHINGTON, D. C.
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