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July 17, 1913.

Dr. Wickliffe Rose,

Southern Building,

Washington, D. 0.

Dear Doctor Rose:

The privy problem is solved, at least for the
small towns* Please read the enclosed carbon letter confiden-

tially*

Respectfully,

Eno • jJa?tsressor in temporary charge.



Kedieal Inspection of Children.
He* Oonditions that hare

arisen*

•>ilmJLngtati, I .
.:. .
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July mil, 19X5*

She Surgeon-General,

U, .. nolle ~ealth Service*
ahiagton, %

n Director)

Yen will t I Q® sure* be interested in a devele,.-
sa&nt in eonneetlon with the inspection i I children at this
Bospit* 1 *

$p mill recall taa* I explained to you that I

hat found a isethod of sicroseopie examination wherehy we could

state definitely that a giv«R person ha© eeen eating food con-
taminated with human feces*

la the examinations we have made thus far the test
has "been positive in $««feap* one case out of four 1b all of the

children examined* After we have ga* teat oca-leted I write a
letter to the parents* giving them the general results of the ex-
amination, and in the eases that give positive response to the

test* showing that the child has Been eating fmmmt feces, 1 add

a sentence practically as follows:

"fhe mioroseoplc examination has giTen m positive

evidence that Jeimny has heen eating food contaminated! prohably

by flies, r;itli hnmsn feces* It is only a aattar of chance that



Swgaos-»General,

2

the infection found is a harmless one, instead of typhoid fever.

there must he some insanitary privies near your house, and I

would suggest that yon request the Health Officer to inapeet yeur

entire block in order to determine whether there are insanitary

privies there t© which flies have aeeess, and anion are supply-

ing the feed en four table vith human excreta**

fhe results ©f the foregoing notifieatiens are ex-

actly utoat 1 expected, ftoe Health Officer, 3)r. iesbitt, ealleA

yesterday, and he states that his life was being made a burden

for him. Ohildres of several prominent families in torn haTe

responded to the teat, and the parents have appeared at the Health

effiee greatly disturbed over the matter, and hare demanded that

every surface privy in torn be Immediately removed. I'eople have

called him up over tele-hone, aeclining to give their names, but

demanding that he ftft every surface privy in town out of oemmießlon.

He is new referring all of these people to the Mayor, to the mem-

It of the City Council, ai to the Legal 3>epartaeat of the Oity,

| advising them to de of the Oity Attorney that the hm in

regard to surface privies he strictly enforce *
fhe mot -lag me up on the telephone, Itumi

iag me for the Information, and I whether 1 Tfould not go down

| see the Oity Council about it. I have had several personal con-

versations with the MPlftMAt and they are absolutely indignant, but

they are very grateful to me fer celling their attention to the sub-

ject, and one lacly feat jaat given me about IS minutes telephone con-
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versatioa and stating that this inspeetlen is the greatest thing

that has ever come to "iHiiagton, a?:d t:-at she is roing to show

r le-'ter, stating: tbs.t her child has been eating human excreta,
to every mother she can find, and she is goinr to carry en
a campaign, and make it as warm for the Mayer* the Oity Oeuncil,
and the Legal Department, as possible

Dr. lesbltt seema floored; part of the population

| been Iparaering him because he has been trying to get rid of

the privies, rest of the® are h . lag him because he

I | not gotten rid of l.her:.* c has a number of warrants sworn
out, hut the local court keeps postponing the eases. He tells

me th.' t he is eoing to refer all of t'.ese eases to the Oity Be-

eorder, and the OS. -'.torney*

from the present conditions, end the indignation

of the parents, be*. Ml fact that their children have

aetaally been eating- feces, 1 think it will soon be a sanitary

t**m �

lespeetfully,
[Signed] 0. W* STILES.

ofessor in temporary charge.

Copy for Dr. Wlekliffe Rose,
WASHIHSKSr; 13. c.
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