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M y dear J o h n ,

Day; s e n d is a poor time a t which to do jus+ice 
t.o your m e m ora n d u m , b u t d a y ' s end it must be. I h a v e no 
r e a d it s oo man y t imes t h a t I andb e g i n n i n g to w o n d e r

.. hether r I u n d e r ... s t a n d it at all. Perhaps we had b e t t e r
t e s t that by s e t t i n g down briefly what I i n t e r p r e t y o u to 
n ... mean On the basis of that I c a n pe rhaps s a y s o m e t h i n g ,
and I will add thereafter h a p h a z a r d po in t s r e l a t i n g to 
v a r i o u s t h i n g s said in your m e m o r a n d u m .

The scheme, a s I u n d e r s t a n d it, is this: i f
B r o a d c a s t i n g a n d Fi lms a r e in their influence to cont r ibu te
t o ends w h i c h a r e socially desirable, c e r t a i n p r e l i m i n a r i e s
to a c t i o n are n e c e s s a r y .

( a ) e m u s t d i scover what purposes should p r e v a i l
in u s i n g radio and film to widen the area of 

p o p u l a r a p p r e c i a t i o n of the vario us f i e l d s of 
k n o w l e d g e . Y o u o u t l i n e under this h e a d , steps 
w h i c h might be t a k e n to a s c e r t a t in such p u r p o s e ,
a n d add impor tan t ly a n e n q u i r y a s t o What Can 
be done to rea l i s e such purpose . 

(b) A s s u m i n g t h a t p u r p o s e r e l a t e s in some sense
to public n e e d s ( w h e the r r e a l , i. e . con-

s c i o u s and expressed, or potential, i.e. u n c o n -
scious, but likely to be f'elt, given a wider 
disseminatino 0f k n o w l e d g e ) , w e mus t have greater 
k n o w l e d g e of t h e nature of m e n t ' s n e e d s , and the 
possibilittj e s of c r e a t i n g in them conscious needs 
r e l a t i n g to our defined p u r p o s e .

(c) As a b y - p r o d u c t o f t h i s enquiry, we must 
explore t h e pathology of influence, and 

d i s c l o s e the m e t h o d s by which genuine needs a r e
b e i n g s i d e - t r a c k e d or are failing to be met 
b ecau s e o f u1 t e r i o r o r mo+i v e s on the part o f those 
in a pos i t ion t o create a n d m e e t genuine needs.

(d) S e e i n g t h a t Socie ty m a y well fail to realise 
its own best advantage, e i the r through

obstinRte adherence to t r a d i t i o n a l beliefs, or to 
s o c i a l , religious a n d other prejudices, the con-
flict between the t w o must be brought home to it 
by the d e l i b e r a t e d e m o n s t r a t i o n , as it a p p l i e s t o
this o r that sphere of k n o w l e d g e , of t h e c o n f l i c t
of choice he fore it. Very p r o p e r l y you point 
o t t h a t it m u s t b e l e f t t o Socie ty t o make that 
choice, but e q u a l l y proper ly y o u ins i s t that 
S o c i e y t has n o t +le opportunity t o face a n dm a k e
s u c h choice u n t i l the specific issues are clearly
d e m o n s t r a t e d to it. 
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This sunmarJ mey- be a. fatal misinterpreta.ti·m 
of your memor·mdl.Dll. If so, I do hope that if yn'J can 
muster patience, you will tell me r·ht-rP. and }'lovr I hnve 
mis-read y"lu. But ::ssul!li..-1.~ for the moment that this is 
roughly right, let me try and tell you what I thiP..k about 
it. 

As a scheme of ~ark it saems to me that th~ 
·bove csn be apprais~d in one of two W3f8. We can 
l:lppra:ise it es a cn!'!l.t .. rP.hensive scheme of ~cA.de-mi~_ 
T'A~P.wrch, (~d I uqe the tPrm 11 e.cn.def'lic11 with respect). 
Altern..,tiveJ.y, "He cnn appraise it ns u. specific s~bemc 
prelirnin~~ to action. The distinction seems to me 
vit"'l , in tbat it sJw.rply differentiA.tes t:be p::rpose yo'.l 
have in mind, t.md in so d~.fferentiating thA purpose, 
affects th~ rele~PnCP and value of given details in the 
enqui!"'.f you t:ropose to ;,mdertake. By an acadeni~ enqu:!.ry, 
I mean one the goal of r,~~ch is simply understandine or 
enliehtenment . An en;ui~·, the out,.ome of which does not \ 
necessarily result in action at nll . lbvim; regard to ) 
the times, it may well be that persons like ourselves 
must be reconciled to a f,Oal which gets us no further 
than a fuller ...:.n::!.erstending of cur -:>v.n nature and the 
nature of o~r times. To have l~boured to~ards such en 
end seems t0 me wo~ of respe0t. Its rPlevanne to 
acti()n is probl.,.~:.-tic, and it may be that v·e torture 
ourselves unnecessarily by espiring not only to '..mderstand, 
but t.o realise on"" und.erstand.ine ev"n partially, in pres-
ent action. I do~bt, rr~j'"SPlf 1 whether arnon;; men of good-
vall such aspi~tion can or shoulrl he scotched, but I 
com~ equclly to the fuller recognition of tha fact that 
pursuit of understanding is our prime i.'Yl.evi t...rible heritage 
as thi.'lking and sensitive people, and that we must 
reconcile ourselves in relation to our circumstance to a 
mo~e or less partial and un:atisfactor.7 reali~~tion of 
our aims on the ?l~ne of action. 

As a scbo~e nf academic enquiry then, I judge 
your pla."l to be wholly admir:.1ble . Over against yol.4r pro-
occupation with ends socially desirable, your definition 
of thP field of enquirJ se~~s right, as does the propoqed 
order of ;r~cedure. Your illustration of proposea pro-
cedure frof'l t~~t n~w beine followe~ in the field of 
natural science i~ pres~~bly cited only as illustration. 
You leave undefined tPe differ~nt fiel1s in which similar 
procedUre '""0\llO nE'8Q f',n bA adoptPC, to provide the 
nccessar.r de.ta fer the comprehensive betterment of :-'"'U'I;' 
soci3ty. As radio and film are :>robllbly capable of Pro-
bracing and affecting all the ma.llifold needs and 
activities of men, it seer"' tJ.at you ha.ve set y()U:i:'SfJlf 
a ~romPt.h~an task. Ther·~ .; ::? work here for n lifetime 
for nn a!'lll'J of rese..'U'ch workers . Tho fruits of such 
labour · ould be a rec~rd of our times of Lncruculable 
hi stcrica.l imp0,..tfUlce. Ycu '"on ' t w(\nt me to P.laborate 
or specify the necesrruy fields of such en(iuir:. I stanC. 
S~!;:gerPd iu admir.3tion of t.h..: extent of your propcsed 
intcnti'ln. 

Yet I S'.lsi)ect from what is ·r::!:iitten in your 
r'l~morandum, that the above is not your reel intention. 
Toot, while you have outlinPd by im~licati0n, a _ig;uttic 
schel'le of academic en;:uirs, you have in mind SO!'l"tltine 
more concrete, more practical, and of more immedi~te 
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rAlevance. The ~uestion ' Vhat can be done? 1 echoes 
insistently through the rages of your memorandum. We 
come then, to consideration of the scheme from the point 
of view of ~ct;on. 

B~r action, I mean something to be done here 
and novr, vdthin the framework of present circum .. '~nce, 
and in full a!;>preciation of the limit..'ltions of 4 action 
v·hich are thereby set. I have novr to ask mys~lf low 
much of whe. t you propos"' is prs.cticnbl~, hoYI m1tch of it 
is indeed relevant to rractice . Immediately, and per-
haps inevitably, I a.m nov:r beset wi+.h doubts. My first 
doubt has reference to time . Enquiry as detailed .:md 
comprehensive as tl1.at which you propose runs the grave 
risk of letting ti.Ke and opportunity pass you b.y . Is 
it not possible that before your evidence has been 
obtain"'d (if? by the s.ymposiuw method you propose, you 
c~n in fact acr~eve approxinate ~ereament among the par-
ticipants at all), the practic~l relevanGe of what you 
discover m~v, to a large extent, be out of date; untimely? 

My second doub~ derives from my experience as 
D. practitioner . v·ork in radio and in film is inevitably 
empirical, it might indeed be less so if there were more 
concerted purpose and a more generous 511pply of 
scientific data for a<'tton. To that extent I am with 
you in the pursuit. of your ends. I only question 
whether, havinf! regard to the job to be done, to the 
urgenc,y of the timGs, and to the repidi~ and fickleness 
of change in public sentiment, asoirations and all but 
~lndnmental needs, you may not be bitine off more than 
you can chevr. Seeinc thrt ut this point I nm critical, 
let me illustrate my do~bt by suggesting the p~actical 
alternative to what you o~ ... er. Having r gard to things 
to be done, isn't there evidence enou,:h without much more 
research, of urgent needs which can and should be met by 
film~ and radio - given in filmR and radio the ~ 11 :md 
the intention to get such things done (a point 0r ;~li~} 
and given also a SlJfficient personnel equ..i.pped I .,~~,~y 
and mor:::lly for the doing of such jobs. 

This brings me to my third doubt, which equally 
derives from practical experience, and leads me to 
question, perhcps impertinently, whether in your memor-
andum you don 1 t confuse the fu1dr-nental difference betTJeen 
academic and practical intention. Let me illustrate rr.-; 
point: jrou sa:.:r , "The findings of such explor~.tion should 
provide an answer ~dequate for practical purposes, to the 
question,~ 1hat needs ;.ould you relate knowledge offered 
t'e p~lic in order to create genuine public appreciation 
of i t 1 11 • This seems to imply th:1t, prov..i.ded facts v:rere 
available which are at pre:>ent u.bsent, broadcaster"' and~ 
film directors could be prevailed upon , as it wer, 
some inward and inevitable logical compulsion, to ••ct 
according to thB facts. 'i'his secmz to me n. false and 
acadeoic presumption (I use academic here in the bogus 
sense of the term) . Is this not a dangerous non 
sequitur? The failure to provide for vital ~otential 
needs derives sure~, nnt as you imply, from ignorru1ce 
of them, but from the vac+ed into=>rPsts ""nd purpos<>s of the 
media failin- to provide t>tem. These media are not in 
fact interested in your P.nds . Even. and this is 
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QUeStionable. if the~e ends COUld h~ d~monstrated to h~ . . 
profit:>ble, m~y considerati "'ns 't"o,.Jl.d offF~t t~P. ~dvan-

t.n~es of their p'l:rsu.i. t. 

Tr~s consideration in turn. drives ~e back to 
the 'beginni'"~~ of :-,ur msmora.nd1I'l. "In both fieldn the 
machin!~rw for a.dvancF! if1 nor. ready. t! Machin.,rr - y~s, 

· f yrr:.l f'l~"an e.:.mr,l:- instruments. Machine-r:-r - no, if you 
include, as from a practical poi.."l.t of vie,- y11u must, 
pe-rsonnel, con:;ti tution nnd bistoi:,~. 11 It: is clear that 
the Foti')1d<'lti"'ln or the Board should not be cL.rPct.ly con-
cerned with fine.ncine prnduction, except as production 
h..a s de fin· t.(l E>A.'?erim-ntal or de.:-nonf'tre.+ · ,.,nal v-<.iJ.ue11 • 

H~r"", 11"" c0urse, I s""~~fllt in ienorance of much th~t is 
most relewnt to what :ioU sqy : I don ' t kno'7 enough about 
!'OUr countr-.r . But I sb.ould hazard, as in nzy- big report 
to you, thg, t to achieve the ends ~-ou lwve in mind you 
:tre like1y to fflil if you re~r on eny or all of the prP.s-
ent instruments available to you for their execution. I 
feel vary sceptical, and the more so if by ~esenrch and 
t'lo';~ht nnd discussion, you "tua..lify l!.Ild specif.:v you!' 
en::!s, whether you rill live to Sf>~ them executed other 
th~ by the s~onscrship or independent execution of you~ 

Foun.:iatirm. Ei":.be..,... , '~ l'leems to me, you must :•ourself 
launch t~is ~xperimP.n~, not necessari~· on a nation-wide 
basis, but (and perh~~s preferab~) in n restricted field 
with; n rhich demonstratinn is pra.ctica"le wi thou~. r1inous 
expe~diture, or by methods of practical diploma~· ~uite 

diff..,rent from the rf'~sont>d and ord,.rl:r proc"'dure rhich 
you bav~ in mind. 

As I ~ec it, t!lerefore, yo~ have set :-7ourself 
not onJy a e;ieantic rroblE>.m, bu-t an imrv~diate <:ind 
~·ensely difficult problen of choice. It seems to ~e 

that the distinction of int~ntions ~hich I ~~vP tried to 
rtake is of raramount i'llp:rtflnce, and that t}-1 ... da11f.er lies 
in possible confusion between the two. Again and again 
in your rnemo:r.andum I think I find t.he latent, and t.o me 
m,.,st sympathP.tic, emotion thPt in the fleld of pracHce, 
blo~.l.,;d~e and re~c0n will triu!:iph. In my PX'rP.ri.ence 
they don' t P~d won ' t. To eApose, for instance, t.~e 

"patholofY of in.nuence" will not be to eli s"Cose of it. 
Th.e cc""l!llunica.tion of kno\7ledge to the public wPl not, by 
some inE-vitable proceRs, in~ect them witb the necessar,y 
w.:mts . 11Materials from the humanities and the arts 
could quite properly be utili::;ed in quali:f'Jing ho~ society 
profits from individual fro~d~m of +~oue~t, spoech and 
action, even when the individual runs counter to vrhat 
socie-'-:J ordinarily sanctions." Q-:Ii te properly indeed, 
but to Tihat effect? Only by insiRtent and ingeniously 
devised propaganda, by pasF>ionate appeals, nnd the personal 
expression of a profound moral conviction, can others be 
pre~il~d upon to associate themselves with our convictions, 
v~th knowledge put at their disposal. If you are concecrned 
ci.th the practical, it is with conci.der:.1tions of this kind 
a'1.d of' their implicr~tions, that you will find yourself 
concerned. If it is your intention, in acy real and 
practical sense, to harnecs r··di n and fi.lme to i~Jl!"ediate 

practical social purpose~, rn.:ct of your momore...'1dum rl.ll, 
I think, go by the board. If this is indeed your con-
cern, it seems to me t~•t you undyour Foundation must 
renove the en vee t tba t stends near the head of your memo-
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rP-ndum, that as a Foundation 11you should not b<> dirP.ctly 
concerned" v.1 th the e:·:ecution of your plens . 

There remains +.he first s.J..te!"'!lative, the 
~codemic. Educ~ti~n; :ike the Roman Catholic Church, 
l1.e.s ~~ways concerned itself pri:nariJ.y, not with the 
here :;;nd now, but rith the fruits of lm0~ledge end 
underst.anding. These Cl:ln nnd must be cul tiv-2ted at 
c.p. timGS. Their rPlev.:nce at any time -'-_,o t'.he immediate 
prr ~ent is ohsc'JI'e, and tb' t obscuri -cy has of+ en, and 
llhove all at the present +i•nr ~ led SC'hol~r.s and those 
Tino pursue knowledge to ~ f,.,+3.1 and selfish misinter-
pretation of their mission. But tbe.t uorlu of value 
et?~ds. That those value~ are ass~iled today is 
iffimnterial . It is one of the ere~t burdQrs t&•t such 
of us as try to t.Pink and feel , have to CPr:r~-. Owing 
to the ?ressure of events our danger if th~t under 
strain v;e mvy become confused of tl'~e clear distinction 
bp-l·v;ecn practice and undP.rstanding, kno":7ledge and action. 
It means a hell in life for ever<J one of llS . 

!1~ afre.id this doesn' t help much , rnd th~t 
all this may m::oun-: to no more than ~ record of the 
s.ymptoms of distress in ~~ orm life, but like the letter 
I've penned to yo'1, ~t' s sent in good faith and with a 
deep rog;re~t that I shnuld be of so little use to you o!' 
to anybocl<J else . 

Yours aver , 

P. S. .All -~::~· s m~~ ,..,...;~,.. YO'I .,.., +ne concl ,~:..on thPt r·~ 
& c~~e for t} e doctors . Hrtdn 1+ J"'"~-.:. bett~r provide 
medical attention fc""' l"le in Nc• Y ..,:rk, And summon me for 
treatr.lcnt pret.ty sooi'? That 2-t least, is a. golden thought 
for a sick mM . 

M!' . John Marshall , 
P..ock~.t'~11 "r Fo•.rr>ri::>~ion, 

F.:)-:-""' ~./'". 
!;..') ~ ,.~• "9t~ Strnct , 
N1v Yorlc City, 
O. S . P .• 
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