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I'd back Jane Jgcobs if I were you,. 3he's
already proven her effectiveness in prometing what has been a
highly unfashionable viewpoint on the brutalities and banalities
of present-day large-scale civic desigm. She's a good writer,
mibly sensitive and imaginative, with real personal concerm for
the gqualitative visual and soeial appect of modern American
cities. 30 I'd recommend giving her her head for a period to
see whal happens.

H8re is one possible gualification, however,
Don't leq39r get bogged down with academic théorizing or too
much woull-be-sciéentific reearch. That isn't her game and she
prohably knows it, but strange things sometimes happen to good
creative popular writers when they get a Foundation grant! Her
book should be sharp and lively reportage, for the general
public or at least for the "intelligent interested layman",
If she does any systematic reading at alll, it might well be
with the idea of debunking the varioud classifications of
urban development expert, I'd hope to get a book roughly
compazable in style and weight Russell Lynes'"Taste Makers",

but of course related to puosembmdaynedtiesn the urban physical

environment that is at present reshaping itself.

Thanks for seeing J,B.Jackson: I gather
you were more interested in his magazine them in his Hmmiviwihm
venture into vernacular architecture in the Middle East.

For a number of reasons I must postpone
my Indian trip from this Fall until after Xmas. So I'1ll probahly
see you at the conference on urban criticism.

Slncerely, />

Catherine Bauer
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