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Dear Br. Yincent: 

The Gonmittee invited by you to advise wit'h the Hoctefeller ioundatiion 

in regard to the problems involved in the education of tie public healths 

nurse held its first meeting on February 28th, all th^ersons originally . 

^pointed on the committee being present, ?/ith Dr. Livingston Farrand. The 

coiiimittee organized by the election of the imdersigned as chaiman-and of 

Miss Mary Beard as secretary; and voted to iiivite Dr. Livingston Farrand, 

Dr. L. liknmett Holt, Mrs. John H. Lowman and Miss Julia 0. Lathrop to serve 

as members of the committee. 

After extensive discussion it ?/as agreed that while it might be 

possible for us to make a report with the infortnation now at our disposal, 

our conclusions vrould be more specific and would carry greater freight if 

based on a somewhat comprehensive survey of the actual conditions of public 

health nursing and of public health nursing education in this and other 

countries. The committee unanimously voted that if funds could be made 

available for the puipose and if the proper person could be found to act as 

the Executive Secretary of the Oommittee such a survey should be conducted 

as a prd.-iminary to our report to you. The Ohair-mm and Secretary of the 

Committee with Professor lutti'ig ?/ere appointed as a special committee to 

bring this suggestion formally to your attention. 

The work of the public health nurse is in its infancy. It is unstan-

dardized and variable; and it is related in complex ways v/ith other,types of 

activity, most specifically with those of the bedside nurse and medical social 

service worker, k new type of person, the health visitor, has been active 

in France during the last two years, and a consideration of the development 

of such a group of workers in this country is also closely related to the 

question of the education of the public health nurse. In oi'der to attack 

the .§du.ol,tmonal problem from a solid standpoint it is essential to know wIib.% 
kind of kinds of public health nurses and other health teachers are most 

effective in the public health camimign and what the functions of each should 

profitably be. 

On the educational side it is important to know just what is actually 

being accomplished in the training of the public health nurse and other related 

types of health educators, including not only the special but the more funda-

mental and elementary training which each group receives; and this phase of 

the study could very happily be undertaken at this time when so many interest-

ing educational experiments are in process in this field. 
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Our plan in brief would be to determine what types of training are 

now beiiig given in public health nursir^ and allieci fields and what the 

results of each type appear to be as practically applied. 'JOhis might 

involve sucliJ-specifio investigations as the followingj 

An intensive study of the entrance requirements, curricula, hours 

and standards of schools for the special training of public health nurses. 

B. A similar study of nurses training schools themselves carried out 

extensively from a statistical standpoint and intensively in typical selected 

institutions. 

0. A similar study of schools and courses designed for the training 

of public health educators other than physicians and nurses ?;hioh should 

include such special schools as that at Syracuse, I . I . and at Minneapolis, 

Minn.,as well as courses for the Certificate in Public Health as offered 

in certain universities. 

B. A ..study of the actual work of public health nurses and other public 

health educators to be carried out by personal visits and investigation of 

methods and results in typical state and municipal and voluntary organisations 

doing effective v/ork alo'rig public health lines. 

S. A study of the education and the work of the public health nurse and 

the health visitor in England end France and perhaps in certain other iSuropean 

countries to be made at first hand by the Executive Secretary, perhaps accom-

]3anied by one or more members of the Qommission. 

We are of tiie opinion that such a survey as v/e contemplate would necessa-

rily occupy from six months to a year and would probably cost between i|il0,000 

and |15,000. Its success would depend very largely on the personality of the 

Executive Secretary. With the understanding that the suggestion is purely 

tentative and made with no knowledge of the availability of the person in question, 

it may be said that the nan® of Miss Josephine Goldmark was discussed by the 

Goimiittee as î e pre sent lug the general tĵ pe of person that we have in mind. 

If a survey could be made along the general lines indicated we believe 

that it would be of the greatest service in clarifying both professional 

practice and preliminary education. 

¥ery truly yours, 


