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Committee for Res earch in Problems of Sex 

Memorandum for Mr . R o c k e f e l l e r

Attached is an a p p l i c a t i o n from Dr. Vernon K e l l o g g

for a continuance of the grant that the Bureau of Social Hygiene 

has made t o the Committee for Research in Problems of S e x Dr. 

K e l l o g g asks for $ 3 2 5 , 0 0 0 to be spread over a period of five years , 

making an average annual expendi ture of 6 5 000. Th i s is p r a c t i -

cally the same a s the amotmt they are n o w receiving, yourlast pledge 

made in July, 1925 for the three- year period ending J une 3 0 1928, 

having been $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 that is, S66,666 . per y e a r

It has been difficult for t h e Bureau of Social Hygiene 

to decide what to recommend to y o u about this, since there is no one 

on the s ta f f qualified t o judge of such matters . I have talked with 

Dr . Cannon and Dr . Lillie and they have convinced me that very valua-

ble w o r k is being done , and that valuable r esults are likely to fol-

l o w the continuance of the research . Dr . Davis believes in the w o r k

thoroughly, and hopes it may continue. Dr. Pearce said that he did not 

feel qualif'ied to give a t e chn ica l judgement in the matter , but he be-

lieved that the work was valuable, a n d that it w a s being conducted by 

first- class s c i e n t i s t s

Mr . Dunham told Dr. Kellogg that we could do nothing in 

the matter unless the Na t i ona l Research Council took full charge of the 



Ur. Rockefeller -2- May 1, 1928. 

appropri1tion and the expenditure of the funds, and uccepted full re-

sponsibility for the .. ork. Dr . Kellogg had two conversations with ~tr. 

Dunham and has had one Tli.th me, the result of it all being the attached 

letter . ~r. Fo3dick and I have talked it over and are ready to recom-

mend to you that you authori ze the Bureau to ml:ike the pledge . 

I believe it is importunt that the pledge should be for 

a five-year period, rather than for a shorter term, in order to enable 

them to get the best men to embark on the researc~ in question, with 

the knowledge that they will have time eno1.1gh to carry it through. 

Dr. Kellogb laid a gre~t deal of stress on the impor~ce of the five-

year period . 

The original applic1tion from the Secretary of the Com-

mit tee, •· ... . 1inn, called :for a vecy much larger sum of money . i.e tald 

Dr . Kellogg ths.t we did not want to in£luence him at all as to the 

amount of money to ask for, but we felt that the application would 

h~ve more ch~nce of favorable consideration if he r.hould limit it to a 

sum which would cover only such work as he had v.bsolutely no doubt 

about . 

Under this applic~tion the Secretary of the Committee 

~ill be discontinued ~ter one year . We h~ve not been convinced that ----his work is valuable . 
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