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.Tune 2, 1947 

Dear Mr . Potters 

. Slnce I run leaving for the lest tomo:t·:ro to be gone until the 21st 
I shall do what I can to anawcr your letter of Mq 28th. 

On the point of statistic~i.l method, Dr. Lowell Reed of Johns .aop-
kil'ls is a competent referee, and as s. meillber of the Hational Res0arch Cvunoll 
went out to the University of Indiana to review the statistical aspects of 
KintJe:r•s work.. 

I think that neraver possible nn e;q>licit statement should accompany 
tables made up from data not cocparable in number or statistical validity 
with other tables that do po3~es3 those advuntngea. Like you,. I foillld some 
of the tables are not easily underst.Mda.ble as they now atand. In the light 
of the a.dvantage to an author of being readily as ,,au a.s e>:actly lrl.derstood1 
I should think Kinse-J would only be grateful to you for BUggestions along 
this line. The difficulties of having diminiahing numbora of cc.:sas c.~ one 
increases the breakdown int.o categories and sub-groups seem to me to be ines-
capable and at the w:une time salt-evident. Fro the sta.tiatical point of 
view when tho samples of a ama.ll sub-group are rather uniform in range their 
probable validity is higher than .hen the range ia varied or largo. The al-
torna.tive to havinG some meager samples is to postpone issuing the book until 
the cases are adequate in nu.T.bax- fol' every suh-claaa but there need be no 
failure to admit that tb.e samples are small. The point that these results 
may be due to the z!lorlil. decline of the war yeurs dooa not il:lpress me because 
most of the phenomena described in roost o£ the case histories antedate the 
war years. It might be logical to nasert that the candor requiaito tv obtaint 
study, and publish the result may be regarded as a wart ime phenomenon, or a 
postwar breakdown. But the.t argument hnrdl:f r.1cets the contention that we be 
tree to study and report on human reproduction when there is a good method 
that has produced new ir.for.mation. 

Your firat two ;p&:agrapha under ethicnl considerntions raisa the 
general issue oi' .fre£Jdom of scientific inquiry". You are publishing extensive 
evidence that certai.n unlov-::ly traits and habits of the hUillau animal mny be 
expected or inferred from tne replies given to Kinsey and his associates. 
Until $5 per cent of all males in the United Swtes you refer to are actually 
proven to be as Kinsey's material suggests they probab~ are, you cannot 
apeak of 11 publishine th:e .fact" that 85 per cent of sJ.l males in the United 
States of a certain category do thus and such. I t many of the remaining 15 
per cent remain innocent of such C..:lnduct because they are ignorant o£ \'that 
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ot.jlers do then their l'oeultent virtue derives more froo ignorance than f"rotl 
the ethically superior motive of choice. Similar issues attended and attend 
tho disse!Unation of' the kno••le ge or contx•a.ception and venereal d.izeaaG, 
and even the facta of life. Grey' a Anatomy was not avail able to rea.ders in 
the Tacolila Publio Librfll•y in l~lQ. I have no douot that the book will atir 
up criticism. Psychoc.naly.sis did fll1d yet it has now beco e the subject of 
n\l:ilGrous books that encounter no great risk of e-11ppreasion n:nd occasion no 
storas. 

I think the st.atemant yo suggeat is t-eaaona.ble nnd an adequate 
protection . It should be amended, hoiHlvor, to read 11 ••• aup_po1 ted by tho 
National Rertearch Council• s Committee i'or Research on Problems of Sex b.r 
means oi f.'unds contributed by Tho Roc~ei'oller Fvuml tion." We f.4"lt this 
phraseology exao~ since all of ~1e Fo~~dation funds used for KinseJ'B work 
havEl come througn the National Research CoW'lcU and none dil•ect]¥1 though 
the last grant waa ear:marked for Kilisey• s work when the funds were a ppropri-
ated to the National Resourch Council. 

As to the ue.t.ter of the i."1tereat o£ "educated lBYillenu you would 
not be able to ttestrict or control it t.Ulyhow. If 70U tried you would invite 
a pa.rticul&.rly storll\Y a. .. ta.c that .ould only eo:nplicate your position. The 
magazine and newspaper men insiot violentr! the.t the educated leyman has as 
lilUch l"'ignt to what is published as nny of the high prleats be the;r clerical, 
scientific, or political. I think thut thet are right in thia and that tbe 
a.buses o! cand.ld puolici ty are on t.h ;;hole less deugerous and lass disa.g;ree-
able than the abUses of' reticence, seer oy 1 and the like. The people who 
won• t like Kinaey t a r eorde and the inf'orencea woUJ.dn' t want them even com-
pUed, LJucn loss ori.otea. So you can count on their criticizing you !'or 
publisning it at all. But why thro a a.y the support of all t.he others who 
would respect your courage? They would think you hypocl"itical !or tr;ing to 
1 oo.ltrol' the reaaers. And so you'-d satisfy neitner group if you tried -to 
restrict sal s of wnat you publish. L1ind you this io not a covert plea foxo 
sensationalifllll Ql' courting publicity. I don•t want t.hat, nor do you, .. nor 
will the book need it. There is quite enough interest already &Jld even i.! 
it be in .;o:ne casos oo.·bid, in t.he ove:r-all piot'l;.ra it is legit.imate and 
natural. If the inferences .from Kinsey's work appear to libel the human 
race I take ~e consolation in re ~bering that in American law truth ~s 

a defense against a suit for libel nereee in some other countries it is no • 

But it is not tne first time studies on human eex have stirred up 
en Upl·oar. Expo ·ience in the past su gents to lJ'Ie that the period or disU-
luaionment may be stormy but that wo shall do well to meet it with equanimity. 

Ur. Llo/d G. Potter 
lice Preoident and Edito1• 
W. B. Saunders Company 
\7ast l1aahington Squaro 
Philadelphia ~ .. Penne;rlvania 

AGtSIR 

Yours sincerely, 

ALAN GREGG 
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