
September 81 19/+4 

Dear Dr. Kinsey: 

On return from vacation I find your letter of August 26th with
its enc losu re s I hasten to answor, end lot mesay t t h e very outset tb t 
neither I p e r s o n a l l ynor this Division of tho Foundation nor the oundation 

s a Whole wishes to h a v e or h a s though t of a n y repudiationof y o u r work
There i s no possibility of m y being ble to comee to Cleveland, and f u r t h e r -
moreI think in this le t t e r 1 c a n make comment quite fill enough to s a t i s f y

you and Professor Yerkess o that no m eetingwill be necessary though I con-
fess !t w o u l d be a satiafaction for it woulda l low me measureof repeti-
tion and r s s u r a n c e to y o u t h a t would b e a. pleasure to give. 

There a r e var ious w ays h i c h The Rockefeller Foundation fol-
lowed 1n support of medicalrese arch I ould likee to con t ras t two methods
1n order to b r i n g out wh t seem to me to be the essent ia lpoints under dis-
cussio.."'l in the letters betw n yourself a n d Dr. Yerkes. I n several in-
stances the Foundat ino Trustees approp r i a t e funds to a univer i t y i n support 
of some speci f i c projectwhich The Roc k e f e l l e r Foundation o f f i c e r s have
s t u d i e d u s u a l l y a f te r w a i t to thee i n i d i v i d u a l concerned a n d 1n t h i s in-
stance t h e officersr take initial., complete nd continuing r e s pon sibi l i ty in 
reo ending to the Trustee s t ha t the money be apent for t h e unde r taking
thatt i s involved• 

.Another mothod which we have followe d i t o appropriate to t h e
N a t i o n a a l Research C o u n c i l o r some t imes to a univers i t y a sum of money in 
support of research proje c t s hich m a y commend themselves to N tionul Research 
Councll committeemember or to special committees 1tl a given univers it.y. 
But 1n this cas e there is s ign i f i can t d i f fe rence in that Found t i on of-
ficers do not h a v e a n y ro l e in f i n d i n g or deciding upon what research p r o j e c t s
e c t s are t o supported w i t h t h e f ds which they have put into the h a n d s
of other agents to u e according to theirir d i s c r e t i o n For example , a f e w
years a g o e made a grant o f several thou nd dol lars to t h e Universityof 
Rochester for the support of research wm•k in the Medical School. This 
fund is called a fluid research f u n da n d tho decis ion a n d se lec t ion of proj-
eata on whichthe money a s spent remains entriely the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of a 
committee in the M e d i c a l S c h o o l a n d 1 did not o who would'be or bo h a d
been a ided by t h i s fund u n t i l the end of o ch f i s c a l ye a r w h e n a r e p o r t w a s
given as to how t h e money was divided. 

If you will l.OOk up in THE SCIENTIFIC n t h l y for a y 1944 an 
article that I wrote regarding t h e s t r a t e g y o f medicalresearch y o u ill 
see on page 367 and c:;ain on page 368 o. discussion of s o m e of tho c o n s i d e r
at1ons involve in our making gra t s of t h i s c h a r a c t e r - grants in which 
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our own selection and I'osponnibllity £or .finding good projects ia deliber-
ately decantre.llzed or devalved upon persons we expect and indeed have i'ound 
to be moro coopetent j~es than ouraelvos. I don•t think t.tult it is quite 
reasouablo to ignore o:r waive the role which the direct recipients of a 
grant or tJ11s chal.'a.cter }llo¥... -I .ror. one fimtt thw to ha.ve and to feel the 
full credit .for finding ood selecting first-rate research proerams. 1e h vo 
had BOiile very satisfactory m:cperiencos :~1 th this method of IJl.l.ki.:ng money 
available far rescw.•ch, and the National Rasearch Council's Colliillittae for 
Resenrc.'t in Proble:Js of Sex is a cloor-cut e:r.emplo or such a succe:.a. They 
deaerve .t'ull credit £or the decioion they cnde 1n oupport of your work, and 
even if the name o! Tile Roc.~efeller Foundation uy be in somo qWlrters u. 
more readily compre}lendod t~ponaol" thero .mlld be no honesty hataver in my 
stating or ta.citl\r beins allowed to be underotood that the support. you have 
received !'rom tnat 00!411:11 ttee is to be cr<1di ted directly to the 'Foulld&tion. 
The f'act t.hnt tJ11e Co~1ttee or tno Uetional Reso1U'ch CollllcU receives its 
su?PQrt frot:J The Roclooi'ellet" FoundE.:tion is a. siaple nd accurate statement, 
and I think tbnt 1f the Foundation wore even ap;lroechincr a mood of repudiation 
it would addrc9!3 1 tn6l.t' to Dr. Ier ws in the £1rBt anc.'i 1n tilt~ lv.st inatanco, 
but as I have aald, th t 1tJ not t.he ca-se. 

l have no objectJ.cm w"Mtever tu your cw.ying thet the t;re.nt comos 
.t'rom the National Reooo.rch Council and that that. Co 1ttee 1o suppOrted by 
The Rockefoller 'Folmii tion, o.nd 1n 8llY discussion I have no objection to your 
saying t.'tut the Found!'.tion officer involved approves of whet ~ ro·e doinc. 
1 do believe, however, tho.t you ould not be w1 1n al)pel\'r.inJ.t to by:-pass or 
o:nit tho Co '1l1i 11teo1 8 r«Jlationsb.ip in &1¥ printed otatemont or PJ:lbll.c announce-
L1ent. I tbink you Yill rt"Wolize too th~ t confusion of understanding as to 
the rele.tionBhips in matter of titis kind can put u.o as F'oundatlon o.fficere 
in M embarraesing position since we are not 1n a poai tion to l).y-pass the 
National Resea1"Cb .Jouru.:ll' a Go m.ttce nor do we lfieh to seam to criticize or 
impute :then' jud!; nt by wrJ.tinS to inform ouroelves obout circumstances f'or 
Whieh we nre ncrt direct y responsible and o£ th1ch e ao not kncm enough. 
There have been a good man,y 1nste.nooa rlhere, hnd the Foundation emphasized 
its support of soma a1ngul..c.rl.y t·o~tuoote bl.t of reSEU!rch, the credit and tJ1o 
satistaotio."l would h~ve been taken away £rom tbuae who hlid every right to it. 
VIe m·a convinced that this is not fnir nor w se, ana if' I Ulld.arsco1·e and 
eilphu.ai~e your relotionship to tJ1e Natione.l. eseGrch Col.Dlcil's COJ:r:aittoe it 
is but one 'fiB.:/ in 1'1hich l con aho JJY' approoi.&t.iou tilld gro.ti tude to tha.t 
Ccmmittee tor !indin ISJld deciding to ~?UP.POrt a project b~tter than I sup-
poue I could h ... ve discoverea:J and because I would hate to have the reputation 
built up for the Found&tion that it lets cotm:d.ttfieo do tllo uark but hen 
convenient and ndvan taeeous takoo tbe credit o1• tb~ reoponaibillty out fran 
the committee• s ho.nds e.nd feels free to make o.ny ouch dec~si®s witbout 
reference to the vory persona on whom it. really depenas. 

Ono aspect of your lotter hao troubled me a good deal. Pleaoo <lon•t 
beliove that 1 am unaware of the oocplcxitiea nnd diff'icultieo and the oon-
atant stl"lJUle it :l.o to do worg th t you .e.re engaged on. hat troubleo mo is 
thot I apparently have not made you reallzo that I do understand these di£-
fioul tics and that I do very hicJlly value tho tenuoi ty and energy that you 
use in m ot1ng tbeso difficulties. U I could a&.f any1:hing tbut would sot 



Dr. Alfred c. Kinsey -::3- September 8, 1944 

your mind at rest on tb1o point I would do eo, and tne more gladly uinco it 
io so Bincerely .felt by me. 

One final re!iWl"k o1• ronect1on tb t I offer for whatover 1 t 20111,1 be 
worth. I believe that the public and the scientific world must increasingly 
realize that the .foundations nre not the only responsible end competent pur-
veyors of support to research work. I have tried in this direction to in-
crease tho knouloago o£ the public concerning what the No.tiotw.l RoGearch CoWl-
oil has d.otle Md ia propared to do, lllld I think tbut grants to c~ttoes of 
the Ratiom:J. Rosea.rch Council, tho~ they never nill be nlurrad ovor or 
evaded as .FOWldation rosponaibilltioe, can sen9ibl3 be the means of 1ncrc ... s-
1ng the confidence of the public o.nd of the scientist in tho w13dom of 
ehoicea r::udo b7 such comnlttGcs in t.he field of rosocr:::h nork. 

I do bopo that th1e l()tter clarifies ell of tne polnt:e oi uncer-
tainty in ~ur ll!:ind. If it doean•t~ pleasG f el froe to .t!'ite me &'":ain ith-
out c.ny kind. of hos.itat.ion. 

Dr. Alfred C. Un ey 
Profoasor of ZooloGY 
lndiana Uni ver.ai ty 
Bloomin~ton, Indian 

AG;SIR 

cca Dr. Hobert J • Yerkes 

Yours sincerEU.y, 
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