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I had a very and interesting talk withSKP. As a d -
vertized by J M and EFD. Padover turned out to be a personally delightful 
and intellectually s t i m u l a t i n g individual . It w a s a pleasure to bo able 
a l m o s t l i t e r a l l y for the first time i n some years to indulge in histori-
cal shop talk. during which S K P h a d a number of in teres t ing comments
Among other things he mentioned h i s proposal (declined about a year ago 
by t h e RF) to do a sort or Parrington-l ike study o f American political 
thought . I thought it was quite an interesting project as SKP outlined 
it and I was inclined to cluck s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y o v r t h e intransigence o f
m y colleagues. SKP , however, assured me that he quito understood and sym-
pathized w i t h t h e reasons for t h e declination.

Also during the course of our g e n e r a l c o n v e r s a t i o n . SKP inde-
pendently offered his opinion or the low state to w h i c h the History Depart-
ment at t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Chicago has descended. According to him Gottschalk 
is tho on ly h i s to r i an at the University who !s worthy of the name. In SKP's
opinion" W a lt e r Johnson i s more politician t h a n historian. 

At this point l briefly explained t h e proposal which Chicago h a s
placed b e f o r e us for a grant of $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 toward approximately 265.000 for 
the e d i t i n g a n d p u b l i s h i n g of Madison's P a p e r s SKP w a s i m m e d i a t e l y and 
vigorously enthusiastic in p o i n t i n g out that Madison was t h e s i n g l e remain-
ing indi v i d u a l among the Found i n g Fathers group whose papers h a v e not been 
p u b l i s h e d In response to m yspecific q u e s t i o n SKP insisted on the impor-
tance of t h i s project to p re sen t -day teaching and study of cons t i tu t iona l
law and l e g a l theory in o u r law schools . He assured me that t h e r e were at 
least a thousand research libraries and law libraries which would buy this 
set and that therefore at a price of $ 1 2 5 a set, the project w o u l d easily 
return a minimum of 100,000 in sales. Incidentally , SKP observed that the 
cost of this job is juat about a third of the three-fourths m i l l i o n dollars 
which it will take to complete Julian Boyd • s work o n Jefferson's p a p e r s .

W h e n ! m e n t i o n e d personnel involved in this proposal, SKP was
much less enthusiastic. He knows both Leonard White and Wil l iamHutchinson. 
White, he cons iders an able m a n in his f'ield, but d o e s not see the rele vance
of White's field (contemporary public administration) to the job at hand. 
H u t c h i n s o n i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by SKP as a compe ten t a l b e i t somewhat pedestrian 
historian. Since Hutchinson's f i e l d of specialization is the history of the 
West, there is some doubt h e r e , t o o , in SKP's mind as to Hutchinson's quali-
fications for this particular work. In S K P ' s judgment. tho outstanding can-
didate for a job of t h i s s o r t is Irving Brnnt, who h a s ' the p a s t 20 y e a r s
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in Tiashintton working on l.:adison and who almost literall y Uvea in the 
Library of Congress, where ho 1.s preasi113 !'onmrd witl1 his multi-volume 
life of Uadiaon. ~KP feels that Brant should be at least an associate 
editor of this project, or- a ve~.: close a.dTisor. Ho foe1D~ moreover. 
that Julian I?o~d sllould be cnli ~ted in an advisory capaoi ty. In smn. 
thorefo~o. it ~o SKP's jud~nt that a distintrUishod ed1t1uc job can 
only bo clone by e.n ind!. vidual of doep o;tperience, for wi toout this ex-
perience there c1m be none of the sense of direction and purpose which 
is so noce3~1!tr'J t o c.void e.ioless flou.uderi'r'._:; in n uea or rcanuucript . 

I n addition to urging me to talk this matter over with Brant, 
SKP also suggested thab l ~-r!. te both to Edward Condn at Princeton and 
to Professor I:dr.:xmd Call!l rogardin~ ths present usotu.lne£s or 'this. project 
to current-:lay toachi~ and research '5n oonstitutio!lal lut"T. Calm is a 
didtin&Uishod professor O.!."' Jurieplt~:lf!nco at !rrrT .. 
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