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Dellow is, to JM1 s mlnd, one of the noat promising of the present 
group of younger American novclist.s. His second book, The Viet , lias first 
draw to Jl-1' s attention by R. B . Bluckmur as couapicuo~sly exceptional. 
among <.:urrent American novels. Very briefly, lt deals ,1ith the t.hene of 
unjustified victimization: the rot.agonist is literally haunted by a 
-worthlesa fellow 'Who imagint!s that the protagonist hao had a part in his 
losing his job. The treat!nent of this theme takes Bellow duto phases of 
American :::eusibility vith lihich few novelists of his generation have been 
interested to deal . 

In Septe:abor, 1950, Bellow rctumod from n ycnr in Euro,t:Je, reade 
• ossiblc by his having a. Guggenheim fellowship . (Incidentally, he is one 
of tile relativelY few distinctly younger ~tors recent~ to have hnd a 
Quggenheicl.) To SU)ol~rt b.ililself, be is nov teaching at New York Uni-
ver ity, at the same time that he is trying to work on two further novels . 

One that is noll \fell on its way to completion likewise deals 
\d. th a the:Je unusual for the Americun novel: tho ~rotagonist is strongly 
attr£cted by lachiavelllnn figures, and thls attrnctlou lends hlJ fro;n one 
to another in an escending scale of t>ocinl influence. The reGulti."lg novel 
'ldll be long, and Bellow' s publishers, the Viking Press, are flirting \lith 
the idea of is6U1ng it iu t'W'O successive volll!lles. 

lfuat Bellow enid of this novel led Jl-t to talk lt1.th him pretty 
fra."1kly about the perplexities of the Hw:nanit;ies officers in considering 
aid for creative writing . Bellow's co;1J.:Jlents certainly allowed him to be 
ap recintive of these perplexities and indicated that he, as a novelist, 
ws very much concerned vit.~ the novellst'a responsibility in the choice 
of teriul he wuld treat. 

'When Bellow finally came to his point and neked JU if there 
were any i)Oa ... ibillty of his having assistance fro!il the I ouoaation, J".t-1 in 
tum asked if Bellow 'Would be interested to \Trite for the officers a state-
cent of his view of this re .... xmsibili ty as a.""<cmpllfi.cd by hi a ow publishee 
and unpubliebed work. Bell..>w replied that he 1-1-oul.d not only be glad to 
do so but that he felt he ought to llork this out for tho £oke of his o\rn 
work. He agreed to try to send in a piece on this subject ldthin the next 
two weeks ao that it could be considered and discu.,aed by EFD and Jl4 before 
JM ' s depart:Jre. 
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