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Wed.Deadq, Varcb 25, 1925 - lfaahin«ton, D. c. 
Radoliffe, Ur. Lewia (Acting Commlaaioner, Bureau of fieheriea, in abaence of 

and atr. 0 1Ualley) 
Rich. Vr. Willie F. 

1. lfr. Rich baa charge of the Bureau •a ae1entific work. B1ologista b&Ye 
done more or leas acientific work on fisheries for a long time. It ia only 
within very recant yeara, howner, that acienUatt in this country haTe 
como to look at their work from the point of view of flaherlea. That deTel-
opment is ao recent tbat the work 1a at present altogether inadequate and 
relatively UDOrganised. &Ka117 workert are working in more or leas isolation. 

2. The Bureau baa been devoting ita attention in the field of eeienoe to 
a atud7 of condi tiona on the banka, to a etud)' of the OJater induatey and 
some other related industries on the aoutbern Atlantic aeeboard, to a atudy 
ot certain acientific problema 1n connection with fiah propagation in inlaDd 
wat.era, to a atudy of the aalmon and related induatriea on the Pacific Coaat. 
and to a atudy of the f'laberin in the Great Lakee. 

3. The condi tiona on tbo baDka call for apec1al atud7 at th1a time. Theae 
important fiBbing «l'ounda - perhapt the moat important single region for 
thh countrr - are being eXl>loited at the present time by the u.s .• Canada, 
New l'oundland, England. Spain, Portupl. There 1a atrong reason to believe 
that European cploi tation of the banks will increue. 1'liere 1e marked 
depletion in the :f1aheriea of the North See and 13alt1c. With tbia deolet1on. 
•hleh under present conditione aboUl.d be expected to contin,. - for with in-
creaaed et!iciener 1.n fishing craft. one maT reaaonably expee\ 1n"aft trom 
European countriea to visit the banka on this aide for operations - unleaa 
a ac1ent1f1e atudy be made of the conditions underlyin« the tiahing reeourcea 
of th1a field. we are not going to be in poa1 tion to protect them. Very 
little ia now be1nc done in thia direction. The one th1p - "Albatroaa• -
which the Bureau of rtaheriea had bad in uae baa recent17 been aold aa a 
pal't of the general government program of economy. 



212 

Wedneada7. U&rch 25, 1925- laahington, D. c. (Cont.) 

Heeara. Radcliffe and Rtoh, (Cont.) 

4. fhe scientific men connected with the Bureau are quite conscious of the 
fact that oceanograpb7 shOUld be an interMtional undertaking, to be oarried 
out properly. It would be extremely d'-ff1cult for the ·Goverment Bureau to 
bring about proper international cooperation. The Bureau hal fotmd it difficult 
even to bring about cooperation on the part of all claeeee of w~rkera in this 
country. 

5. The~• 11 at preaent a voluntary ~~P~ciation of men engaged in the field 
ot fieher\ee. This association mee~w oooa1ionally. Ita me.mberabip inoludee 
representative• from the U.S., Canada, Jew Foundland, nominally from England, 
Spain and Portugal . The aaaoo1at1on baa not undertaken any .arldng program. 
Ita activities up to thie time haTe not gone beyond. the talking •tage. The 
Bureau will welcome any effort in the direction of' national and international 
organisation of ecientifio work in this field. 
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