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I N T E R V I E W S : J ... F r a n k Stanton a n d Paul Laza r s f e ld
r - - - - - - r - - - - ~ ~ - - - - - 1 P r i n c e t o n  Radio Projec t

October 19, 1937 

L is no devoting his entire time to his work a.s director of the 
Princeton p r o j e c t developing methods by which t h e actual ro l e of radio in 
the lives of listeners can ba a s c e r t a i n e d For t h e present he i s .. makeing no 
permanent staff appointments, but of course h a s the cooperation of the t w o
associate directors of the study, Cantril of the Princeton School of Public 
and I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f f a i r s , a n d Stanton, m a n a g e r of the M a r k e tResearch
Division of the C o l u m b i a B r o a d c a s t i n g System, part of whose ti .o is b e i n g
released for that p u r p o s e by CBS. At present L is a t t e m p t i n g to set out a. 
working b a s i s for the study b y o u t l i n i n g a n d a n a l y z i n g the p r o b a b l e motiva-
tions of listeners. In this h e i s canvass ing the o p i n i o n s of other social 
psychologists, including Rooert .Lynd, a n d e x p e c t s s h o r t l y tc call together
a conference of general. p s y c h o l o g i s t s such as Dollard, P l a n t , au Z a c a r y
to g a i n t h e b e n e f i t of t the i r v i e w s In the course of thiA work he i n t e n d s
undertaking a few intensive s t u d i e s as f a v o r a b l e o p p o r t u n i t i e s e m e r g e A l l
t h i s s p r i n g s from his conviction t h a t the most i m p o r t a n t question to a n s w e r
is Why p e o p l e listen. W h e n h e h a s l a i dthe groundwork for a m e t h o d o l o g i c a l
a p p r o a c h to this question, he intends proceed ing to such other cuestions a s
Who listens, when, how, a n d w h a t is listened to. 

T h i s a p p r o a c h s e e m s to J M m o s t reassuring in t h a t it p u t s the study 
on the broad base that it must I! have if i t i s to  prove really s i g n i f i c a n t . L 
i s e v i d e n t l y admirably e q u i p p e d for the w o r k H i s i n t e r e s t in r a d i o da tes
back some y e a r s particularly to t h e time when he and his w i f e attempted care-
ful a n a l y s i s of the e f f e c t s of programs broadcast i n A u s t r i a This conversa-
tion showed, for example, that L is fully aware of t h e p a r t which s p p e c h
factors playin broadcas t ing I n fact, he s o m e e years ago in Austria publi shed 
a m o n o g r a p h on t h e subject. 

J Mm a d e it clear t h a t the s tudy w a s no e n t i r e l y inn the h a n d s of the 
directors a p p o i n t e d by Princeton, but a g r e e d a t L ' s reques t to be of help in 
any way he c o u l d p a r t i c u l a r l y .in p u t t i n g L in touch w i th others i n t e r e s t e d
in various p h a s e s of the work as i t p r o g r e s s e s

One aspect of the s t u d y however , willc ... e a rl y call for close 
w a t c h i n g 1 in his w o r k a t Newark U n i v e r s i t y during the p a s t few years h a s
been much interested i.n building u p t h e r e a center for r e s e a r c h in social
psychology in the m e t r o p o l i t a n area. Eviuently he hopes that Lis connectJ.on 
w i t h the p r e s e n t p r o j e c t may advance t thi s i n t e r e s t J. agreed that there 
would probably be no objection to this if it did not in any way m i n i m i z e t h e
influeuce of t h e study at P r i n c e t o n . H e accordingly expressed t h e hope that 
L would lose no o p p o r t u n i t y of drawing on t h e resources w h i c h Princeton might
offer for the s t u d y L w i l l spend at l e a s t one d a y a eek at Princeton, but 
feels t hnt he can better carry on most of his work a t N e w a r k where h e wi l l
be better a b l e to k e e p i n touch withh broadcast ing in N e w Y o r k Administra-
t i ve ly of course, tne study is es tab l i shed at P r i n c e t o n , all corresJondence 
being carried on on Princeton letterhead with tne sub-heading Radio Research
P r o j e c t




