
hicago, Illinois - October 5, 1927 (EXCERPT FROM RECORD 
OF INTERVIEWS WITH 

Doc\or Fr!Pk R. til ie (For Luncheon at Hotel Del Prado) DOCTOR ROSE) 

Doct~ Lillie, Doctor Uerrism, Doctor Vaughan and some other 
acientiats have bee discussing the question of oceono~aphy for two or -three years. Those diseuasiona led to common undAratanding ae to the 
importance of taking up the subject definitely. The matter was presented 
to the Ac~rlem7 at ita meeting in the apring, ana met with an enthueiaatio 
reception. The Academy appointed a committee to mature a definite proposal. 
The committee is to h~ve 1te first formal meeting within a few weeks. 
ln the meantime the members heve been considering the subject by 
correspondence. All are ar,reed th~t the subject falls into two main 
divisions: physical oceano~?raph' and marine biolog. 'l'be two phases of 
the subject supplement each other and should be developed together. 

2 . The committee will possibly agree thAt it should secure a fund with 
which to provide a secretary with headquarters and traveling expensea, 
the secretory to be a scientist who ia interested in the field of ocean-
ography and who ia qualified to lead in the development of the subject. 
He will be expected to give hia entire time to it; to acQuaint himself 
with tlte work: which 1a being done in thia and other countries, and, on 
the baais of the facts, to help the~m ee in m?.turing n propoaal for 
undertaking the work in the U. S. 

3. In eo tar as one can visualize the results of euoh atudy in advance, 
it would seem that the study might lead to the Academy's undertaking the 
establishment of an Institute of Oceanography at Woods Hole. If such an 
Institute should be ustablished it would be regarded as an extension or the 
work in which the biologists at fioods Hole have already been e~d. 'l'be 
Institute would undertake to direct research in marine biology and would 
be equipped also ~o carry out certain atudiea in phys ical oceanography on 
a very limited scale in the coastal regions. The work of physical ocean-
ography 1a ao vast in proportion that only governments can maintain 1 t on 
an adequate scale. The committee baa re9aon to believe tbst the Government 
of the United States would be prepared to .nderta~e ita part. It baa been 
cooperating with Vaughan in his oceanographic work carried on at ta Jolla; 
has made possible the admirable work which Uoctor Henry B. Bigelow hae done 
in the Gulf of 11aine. Doctor Bowie, a member of the committee of which 
Doctor Lillie is chaiiman. thinks Government would welcome opportunity to . ' 

undertake the work in pbysic9l oceanography in connection with the work 
of the biologists and in cooper~t.o. with other governments in the same 
field. 

4. I! such an Institute were eotabliahed at ~oodo Hole it would be open 
throughout ~he year and would offer apeo.~l facilities for a~r work by 
the blologlata of all ineti tutions in the country interested in this field. 
The offect of this would be the stimulating of int.el.·est in the subject in 
all ina t1 tutione in the country. and the training of young men for wo1·lc in 
this branch of the science. DoctoT Lillie illustrated this by stating that 
senertU :peysiolow in tho United States .e~ thro~ loeb at \1ood.e Hole. 
~ .o.l~ aoeocinted there ..~h other biolog!ots, t~e influence of this 
work: bc.s nou opreM to . ll the ~..e import.nnt incti tutiono. eo th..'\t general 
peyaiolo.;y is now reoogniead ns onc of the fu.'ld2mentcl. thinen 1n a nll 
{'l.evaloped dGpartment of bioloe7. 

5. Ouo could not, rrl. tll tJ.rW don;:·eo of ncm,ll'a.c:y, entimate the cost of such 
an Institu.tc no fa.r in ad.vo.nce. Very rou.e;hly, it ould eeom that 1t could 
be prov.~cd for $3,000,000 in round numbers. .oods Hole has the land. 
The build1ne tiOuld cost e.bou.t $600,000. 'l'he Institute should have for 
amrw maintenance nbout v 00,000 a. year. Jlllo 7111Jl ample margin for the 
unexoectOO., it \;oul<J. seem t t t he riholo could bo done for about $3,000,000 
providiDB for buil ine, e u1 ont ana. ondotoent. 
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