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Colunbiu University Urban Land Use and Homing 
E. M. Fisher 

E. M. Fisher, who made the 1931-32 housing survey for SS and recommended 
Ratcliff for repeat survey in l945" hen Fisher ' s ABA connection mode Fisher himself 
unavailnble, came in to recort Columbia developments of possible RF interest later . 
F went to Columbin because he felt only a 1 rge university ootild man and conduct 
the research needed on busic problems of urban land use and hotSing . At F ' s in-
st nee, Fackentha.l in 1946 appointed an explor ,.. ,;ry cotnrJi ttee consisting of Fisher, 

.F . C. ills, A. F . Bwns~ Merton, Calkins (no Orchard), Eastwood of the Business 
School, Howell of the Law Sc"'ool, Miller of th Archltectml School, and Uillet 
of the Institute of Public Administration. Several meetings developed extensive 
common interests end a report to the President recom2ended the establishment at 
Colunbia of an Inst ·tute of Land Use and Housing Studies . All principals a.re 
fully occupied so need mechinery and staff they could ad,~ce, supervise, nd direct 
on probleJ s of mutml interest . Typical major probleos and needs to which they 
mi ht give priority include: 

(1) 
(2) 

(3) 

Study of pub:Iic housing - u. s . vs Enoolf>nd. 
Study and appraisal of existing housing statistical series, and construction 
statistical series. 
Integration of construction programs. 

(4) Studv of ma~gement proole~s of lrxge-scale housing projects . On this, pUblic 
authorities have done some work, but recent huge private developments reveal virtusl 
unpreparedness for dealing with major problems, e . g . , non-discrimiru tion as reouired 
b • lr.w where st te aid or benefits are invoked, or as demended by pressure groups from 
pwely private ventures as of life inDur nee companie:;. 

Confident! lly, the Columbia ctivity has been given sh rp impetus by 
the to sing oroblems of Columbia's immediate environment, 110th-J25th Streets and 
MDrningside Drive to the Hudson River, involving accommod tions for about 15,000 
families. Deterioration in this aren. has become so cute am such a social threat 
th t.on reconr end tion of the "bove Com!Ilittee, there has been formed spontaneously 

Uorningside Heights Organization, Inc. by 15 af'fected institutions incluiing 
Colttilbie., the C thedral and 2 C tholic churches 7 Interru tiot13l House, St. Luke 1 s 
and homens Hospital , Julliard School of usic, etc. A combined reseru·ch and action 
program recommendeu by the Co ittee has been adopted unanimously by the institutions 
concerned, with $100,000 stock subscribed to complete within the next year studies on 
hich action may be based . 

EMF ur.derst nds th t SS housing interest is relatively new and necessarily 
limited, and also understands the propriety of prior clearance with Haig's Columbi 
Council, and new SSRC Committee of which EMF i"' a member. Th t done, RFE indio· ted 
SS willingness to .Look at their ultimuto proposal, but without ,. · .,. cor- itment. 

~~tNWqt:,.;....c:J..,. 
EUF s~ Coleman Woodbury i~ le v~nz nisconsi~as of -~1 l t again become 

Executive Director of the National As ·oc· tion of Housing Officials . 
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