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Mr. E. B. Youns 

INTERVIEWS: 

August 21, 1957 

Luncheon with YCuns served to brin 
status of the Lincoln enter roject. 

J more or less up to date on the 

The design of the Center happily is still not frozen. In fact, 
new architectural rooedure is bein worked out initially at a conference 
that allace Harrison as architect in chief was to hold the day after this 
talk, with !>hiliE Jofinson, farcel Breuer, and a third architect, older and 
hi hly respected, whose name did not catch. WKH's present inclination 
is to try to get agree ent 1n such a grou of architects as to a plan for 
the over-all external design of the Center and then to assign the actual 
de i of different units to other architects participat~ng in this agree­
ment. Confidentally, it is now virtually certain that Philip Johnson will 
be responsible for the desi of the ballet theater. Apparently, the in­
ternal design ol the opera house and concert hall has been pretty much 
determined by the requirement of the prime tenants. The M~tropolitan 
Opera, for example, is convinced that it wants a house in the . sha e of a 
slightly opened hora shoe vith a sin le tier of boxes ju t above the or­
e estra and two balconies, but H ha already succeeded in orkin out 
such a modified horseshow design with clear ight lines from all parts of 
the hou e and no eat in the house farther from the eta e than good vi ion 
and good acoustics dictate. e one ele_ ent in the present lan of the 
opera house that EBY questions is the etropolita.n'a insistence on an 
op n ore e tra pit in front of the ta.ge w ich in effect will put the seats 
nearest to the stag 35 feet from the singers. A shrewd guess is that in~ 
sistence on this .oint ori . .inates with conductors who in effect insist on 
being in the limelight - all the theatrical arguments in favor of an open 
sta(>'e not withstanding. Again the Philharmonic and particularly it con­
ductors insist on a rectangular hall which ill, owever, be relieved by 
tongue ahaped balconies . Likewise still insisted upon i a single-purpose 
hall, although the hall will have more ample stage facilities than was at 
first expected. Here again the present plan include a curious feature, 
i.e., a certain number of seats on the stage in back of the orchestra. This 
was su ge ted in the fir t instance in order to increase the capacity of 
the house and in the second instance was ur d by conductors who f e 1 t 
that a certain roportion of the Symphony's audience wished to be in a po­
sition to observe closely the work of the conductor and of the instrumen-
talists predicts ~ and ~ edicted to EBY - tha. t th-ere will be a howl 
about this and suggested to EBY now to take a oll ot critic on thi su -
gestion. Unless is much mistaken, they will protest against this 
feature With some effect. 
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Mr. Edgar B. Young 

INTERVIEWS:JM 

Au s-t 21, 19.57 

City Ballet, althou h precisely th Ballet Society, hen it is roperly re­
constituted with a Board of Director of com -arable tanding to the Board& 
of the Metropolitan and the Philha.nnonic. In discussing th s recommendation 
thi subcommittee eame to see the ne d for tandard cri teri ~ for the admie- If ... /..~ .._.. 
ion of eonsti tuent grou s, and EBY ha. drafted a set of crl. teria"wnieh - .... ~· 

seemed to in general admirable involvin the character of an organization's 
Board, its standin in the · ublic eye with res ect to perf·o anc , its .finan­
cial stability and prospect , etc. There has been no definite pl-o .. ess as 
yet with respect to a theat r group for the Cent r. EBY is evidently drawn 
toward the Actor ' Studio particularly because of a memorandum which has 
been submitted by Elia lfazan which he i shortly to send ~ for reading. 
pparently, the contention of this group is that the Center in its theater 

should lace particular a'Tlpha i on American drant • JM told EBY that he was 
frankly dubious about these o sibilities. In confidenti.al conversations 
with people closely involved with ANTA, it has been tentatively a reed that 
A l is not com etent enou h to take charge, and honestly doubted if any 
group identified with Broadway was qualified. Furthermore, he ~ oint d out 
to EBY that Broadway people are consistently i clined to overvaluate the 
A~erican repertor.y and doubted whether a~ theate which plaO$ prime em­
phasis on American drama would function as a drama unit in the Center hould. 
ln ·f•s view any repertory theater in the English speakin ., world must de end 
ver.y largely for its fare on the classic English drama • Shaw, the restora~ 
tion plays, the izabethan plays, and even ela sical drama in translation., 
with tJome reliance on the uropean playwrights, e •• , Ibsen, Chekhov, and 
Piran ello, etc. JM asked if EBY had thou .ht or another possibility, namely, 
of some working relation with the American Shakespeare Festival, which now of 
all the dramatic groups active in the United State , seems the likeliest 
to produce a really com etent company. EBI replied that he eertair1ly expected 
that the e tival compa~ would roduee ~haKespeare and Shake pearean plays 
but tat e had not thouqht of it in connection wit any wider repertory. 
·On the other hand, JM pointed out that just such a relationshi had developed 
in Canada. The Stratford, Ontario company produces Shakespeare and classical 
drama during the Festival sea on after which loading memb.rs of the group 
become the Canadian Player and during the wint r erform in En ish reper­
tory. 

As for the timing of the project, the formal roposal for the creation 
of the Center is to be su itted by Robert osee to the ew York oard of 
Estimates on August 22 with approval by the oard hoped for on September 19 
and actual transfer of the land expected sometime between October 1 and 
October 15. It a further appeal is to be made to the RF, then there is at 
least a os ibility that consideration will not be urged before the Decem­
ber meeting of the Board. EBY however cannot yet be sure of this because 
he and his associ tes are acutely awar of the timing of RF action or what 
they believe to be its influence on other donors. JM pointed out that it 
would be in maqy ays preferable for the future request to be considered at 
a regular eetin of the RF Boar d in full context of other RF actions. 
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