
I N T E R V I E W S : SU 

:ednesday , November 9 , 1958 

Secretary 1fallace 

I called upon Secret.ar.r Wc..llece at his request and found that he wished to discuss -ith ~e two things only one of which relateu to potential Foundation pro~ram. 

Btcause I had in the past had some interest in and had done some work that related in so~e ~ays to the present agricultural progr~a of dual )rices in tne domestic Jar~et as a ~eans of providing relibf and of &void-ing the ordinary program of for eign dwnping , he "lished to discuss this with me and to h 1ve me follo·, up the question in discussions 'ith his Consumers ' Counsel, Jo~ald Mont6o~ery. I saw ~ontgomert later in the ,ornino and talked with him for a while and also 4greed to have further disc~ss~ons at some later date . 

The other matter related to possible Foundation ?rogram for Latin America . Secretary Wallace began by saying that in his opinion the preserva-tion of democracy in the Western Hemisphere 1!'3.S by no ::te"'ns to be taken for granted and would require positive and intelli &ent effort . He thought t'1.at , particularly after the .. ~unich agreements , there was need for us to consider in ver,i practical terms the economic ~elationsni~s of Festern Hemis?here countries and ~hat sooething should be done to stimulate trade between the 
~oeric~n republics that was mutual~ advantageous und which might replace to a degree the competitive economic activities through which all of us ~ere scramblint for the same ~rk~ts in an east-r.est rather than a north- south direction. Hence be pl. ced _;r·eat weight :.1pon the development of the tro )ical agriculture resoUl·ces of tne Latin .Americas v,•hich could sup..Jly the Onited St::J.tes wi~h a yariety of esse .• tial materials t.hat -.e could rot produce for 

,,, /f' J r Secretary "rallace said that his Depo.rt:nent had Cl:de e. bt::gil'liling 

ourselves . 

to •. ard. study'il""g the potenti&.lities of this field ana helpi) ~ :;...ti-:1 .hmarican countries to study the-n under an authorization passed by the laf't Congress to allov; United Stntes govern;:uental aeenci~;;s to furnish technical staff for advisory pur_?oses upon request. from 'estern Hemispb~e republics . Uucb more elaborate pl~ns nave been forruulQted and a memoranaum has been prepared for the President (it will be released to the ?ress within ~ few days and a copy will be sent to ~s) asking for an a?propriation of , I believe, so~ethin~ liKe 
t~fJ,-.~00 for reaDy develo~ing this field . The Secretary said that he wes not ov c:V optimistic that a major part of the a _;propriation v:ould be furnished hut hoped at least hat under what ever ap~ropriations were granted certain i~portant purts oi toe :ork could be implemented . He is thinking of the eventual estab-lishm"nt (perhaps in .Panama) of an institute of tropical agriculture . 
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Secreta~? all~ce - Pa~e G. 

We discussed the question at some length and I ex?lained that we 
~ere merely in t~e position of being receptive to suggestions of ~portant 
work th&t night be C!one in Latin f, .. erica without adopting a positive program 
beyond our gen0ral work in international health. SecretPry i.Dllace asked me 
to talk to the ::aan v:ho has really been formulating t,hc ;:>rogram, .. !r . BrestrD.Rn, 
who is on assignment as specidl technical assistant to the se~retary. 

I talked to ... r . Bres t"llan and through this conversat.:on it became 
evident th"'t there will be no pressure upon us for i1lmediate decision . 
Brestman told me that if the President accepts their memorandum and decides 
to support their plan they should know somewhere !lround the first of !"•rch 
what their chances are of obtaining appropriations . By th:>.t ;,line some ac-
tion may have been taken under an i nterim deficiency a~propri ~ion, but, in 
any event, they should be able to est~ate at least the pro~pects of ction 
under the regular buclget . 

Brestman ' s thoUe;hts ran in terrus of reasonably iiiOJ.est beginnings 
rather than any dramatic action such as setting up i~nedia~e~ an institute 
of tro~ical agriculture . He felt that there r·ere at lE:ast two men, ;r . Lee 
of tneir ovm Deps.rt:nent and Popenoe of the United Fruit Com?any, who really 
kne'l'l the field of tropical agriculture in ter:ns of the .Loat in .IIJneric~n setting, 
and be felt tl~t a ~rogram would have to be built slolly through the advice 
of such men as these two . If they did not succeed in getting any substantial 
part of their aJpropriation, he felt tnat d number of basic surveys that are 
outlined in the meu10randum that will be cent t o us should be made and hoped 
t'1at the Foundetion night be in a oosition to provide for their being carried 
out . I f they di d get a substantial part of tt-.. eir funds , they '10 .lid probably 
still seek some Found~tion aid for tl:L:..e,s that caru!ot be accoillll:odated with 
go,ernme""ltal funjs , such <:.S procurin~ fore.i.gn experts or attaching ;atin 
Americans to studies that were going forward . l.!r . Brest.nan would like t o 
keen .in touch with us and let us kno·11 hov; their plc..n progresses . 

Stacy !Jay 

11/H./08 
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