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JM' s Diary 

1933 
October 10 - Excerpt 

JM with Professor Koch, Director of the Carol1.110.. P~ers. Beside 
giving cources in druma in the college ar..d graduate school; K and"ilis col-
league, Selden, together with Duvis, E:n instructor in Engli h ho serves 
a.a business manager, direct the 1r'Ork of the Playnmkera. Mrs. Davie e.ervos 
as wardrobe mistress. This group, originally developed ~:..s c. University 
dra.matic society b"-,r Professor Booker, h::.s now been incorporated, the con-
trolling group being composed of members of the fa~~lty, together wi th 
some outside members who ai·e apeciD.lly concerned with t1e grouprs activity, 
(e.g. Paul Green). 

Its productions are its sole ~ourco of income ut present; and in recent 
years, ai.nce the depressi.on set in, they have been limi:ted to e. local 
series, ana to short tours within the state. Previou3ly the cOllpany 
\'lent as f&.r north s Boston, bein uble to co~d a guu-antee of $550 
for each performence. 

In addition to c..irectint The Playma.kers, Koch .a3 instrumental in 
organizing tne CarolLllc.. Dramatic Associ::~.tion hich brings together for 
an imnuw contest in play production, PlaY writing, etc., interested 
groups and individlalo nithin t<1e state. This work in carried on through 
the Bureau of Com:nunity Drama ostsbllsned us .... part of tne University 
extension service. 

K regrets lis inab:il.i. ty to continue T.ae Plb.yn:Ucer' s extended tours. 
But since their discontinuencc he has b come convinced that his courses 
in playr.ritin l:lllGt be combi!led with experitll'.mtb.l production, and so has 
devoted hi s energies to thgt. L~st y a.r a:>me 52 plf.l.y..: by thirty authors 
ncre given m~ '"rimentuly before invited audiences. As a result, K end 
S have been bu .ler 

1 
t an ever before, much of their time being taken b-,r 

routine work hich could be deleeated ·co others. A poscibillty of re~ 
asaistance miGht co~e U1rough the provision of funda for ·tudent asai~t-

ants. Such fund' could be doubly beneficial if used by Koch to employ 
deserving students. K believes some touring essential to the Playmakers' 
activity, prl.m!a-ily to give his students on acquaintance with audiences 
and their responces to dramatic eituations. At tho same til:le, tours 
cprce.ci his doctrine of folk drru:la . It seems likely ho; ever that prov:i..,ion 
for rather mo1·e touring in the vicinity of Chapel Rill would be sufficient 
if the group were not dependent on income from performances. 

K is elso concerned 6.bout his l'.:bility to continue publishing his 
quarterly, Tho Carolina Pluybook, hich he :feels instrumenv.ll in carry-
·;ng his ideas of the value of fo1.k cruma out into tho nchools. He is 
shortly to be faced 71th a rise in printing costs ~hich m: y force its 
discontinuunce. 

Lack of provioion in the Uni~ersity budgett and the resign~tion of 
the woman who has voluntarily nerved l:IS executive see~ likely to diminish 
the effectiveness of K' s extension rork this year. Jl. young woman who 
manageo the local book store, bus agreea to serve as executive without 
pa.y; but she in ...,ble to devote only t .o or three evenings a \'leek to the 
\··ork. K VJOul.d surely welcome assistance which would enl.l.ble him to secure 
the servicec of u trained end competent person for this post, which ~us 

provided for ~ the Univeraitf before tile budget was cut. 
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K' t eatre is by his own ... ccount admirably suited for his v:orlc. 
A grant of $15,000 from the C~r.negie Corporation provided equipment 
after the trustees of the University had of their ow.n accord appropri -
ated 25, 000 for ra110delllng the building. 

K himself is rare co~bination of vision and pructical Judgment. 
Hi gift for concrete and even pict"J.resque state ent hcs brought him 
mucn favorable attention. The fi1•st play, for example, given in his 
theatre was before set representing ita f cudo, in the pre-Civil War 
ti.l:le when it served. both aa a library and a hall for st'T.tdont balls. 
The play was light and roaantic tre tment of stuaent life, which 
ended with tho arriv ... U. of v;ord that Sur:1ter ht.d boen fired en. 

The dur t!on end extent of his activities my be suggested by the 
fact t t two c binets in his office are filled 1i th books on the drama 
in which his .ork is treated. Tne c.tteched reprint of his addres5 be-
fore the ALA. at New Orleans spedts for itself. 

There soo:ns to be :ru> question th t thfou n lack of support K' s 
energies are being diverted fro t e ;,rk he should properly do. At 
present the Univer ity's contribution includes only $100 o month for 
office expenses (including ~15 a week for a none too competent. stenog-
r pher). beyond paying K and Selden's sale.ries, and l800 of Davis's, 
the rema1n1ng $700 being drar.n from Tne Pluymakers. Whnt the Play-
makers have comes from the sale of tickets and of the Playbook, which 
doee not pay its own way. Last year, with u c no:ny pr-cticed, 
expenses totalled ~5161 against incoma of (;,.. 7. Volunteer assistance 
has been drawn on ns much s possible, but us K ooya, 11 The boys have 
to study111 Urs. D vis gives a large part of her time to serve as 
wardrobe mistress without compensation beyond her husband's salary. 

K spoke sympathetically of Stringfield ' a activities, but recog-
nized his lack of qualifica tiona for serious ~ork beyond the develop-
ment of student talent trirough organizing performances. S did not go 
to college and apparently l.acks ~ckground to develop the work of the 
Institute of Folk Jlusic by himself. Hence the appc-intr:lent this year 
of an executive cOJaTJ11ttee to control its activity. 

carolina Pleyrnakers 
1952-1955 

Production 
Outside attractions 

(Jitney Players) 
Corolinn Playbook 
29t i'our 
50th Tour 
Summer School Production 
Office and /~istration 

*This inclune 700 f r 
s&l.ary 

In comEt 
$1,812.85 

148.00 

303 . 85 
27~.00 
205. 50 
167.25 

,957.25 

Profit 
ExPense or Loss** 
J., 705.01* ~ 109.84 

112.45 55.55 

459.47 125.624* 
255.97 56.05 
180.89 22.41 
167.25 
502.20 

5,181.£4 
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