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Attached are a few pages which RJH 

wrote in res ponse to my request that ho 

send us a few paragraphs which might be given 

to Mr. Barnard for the President's Review. 

I thought you might like to have a copy to 

help you in the draft of the Annual Report 

which you are working on. I have only two 

copies, one of which I have already given to 

Hr. Barnard, so I shall appreciate having 

this returned when you turn over the draft of 

the Report on the European Rehabilitation 

Program. 

JMp 



EUROPEAN R e h a b i l i t a t i n o

or 

Since early 1948 the R o c k e f e l l e r Foundationhaa carried on a 

program e s p e c i a l l y adapted to t h e needs o f democrat ic r e c o n s t r u c t i o n in 

'Germany and Aus t r i a While the Foundation' s work in other European 

countries h s fo l lowed its regular p a t t e r n the s i t u a t i o n in Germany and 

Austria seemed so different t h a t a s p e c i a l program was needed for these 

coun t r i e s

Visits made by severalo f the Foundation's of f i ce r s t o central

Europe in 1947 and again in 1948 have p rov ided the i n fo rma t ion which
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guided policry for work 1n those two countries . The reports o f the officers 

have made it clear that the people of Gemany and o f Austria s u f f e r from 
' 

two pervasivee problems - p o v e r t y and isolation. Povertyw a s b rough t on by 

war devastation and the general post-war dislocations which threaten the 

economic stab111ty or all Europe. Isolation is the result of systematic 

efforts by the Nazi masters to cut off the German peoples from communion

with the rest o f the w o r l d followed by the war- t ime break. 

The G e r m a npeople fell to their lowe3t point in terms of food, fuel . 

and shelter in 1947. In that dreadful year the plagues of drought, economic

i n f l a t i o n and s l u m - l i k e housing reduced themalmost to hope lessness The

only thing to s a v e them was school-feeding f o r the children, millions of food 

and c lo th ing parcels from friendly people all o v e r the world . and the large-

scale provision of flour and other food-stuffs by the American and B r i t i s h

governments W h e t h e r their suffering was j u s t i f i a b l e as punishment for the 



• "· 
erimoa or the Nasis and for waging an aggreaaiTe war lfllY bo argued pro and 

con. but certainly Ger.nany laCked the basis for a democratic rebirth and tor 

a oonstructivo eti'ort toward tho ooonor:dc rocoTery or Europe . 

But 1948 has boon much better. J. good baneat. and the currency 

reform of' JllDit,. and f thel consequent acceleration of induatrial production. 

haTe combined to relie'Te the acute sy.t:ptOI:lS o:f social ond eoonotlic chaos 

Bnd to give ~rmans hope again f or tho!r tu.ture . Gel"::''Lny will• h0\7ewr. oon-

tinue to be a poor land• with little meat and fat in her poople ' e diet. with 

most cilildren attonding double-ehlf't achool s . and with most families crowded 

into half of their pre- war dwelling space. Austria is only lese powrty-

stricken than Geramy. but she has reooverod more rapidly. because she sui'ter-

ed lees r-damage . 
. .. 

Austria ia qul te d.i£foront from Germaq 1n ~7 important we)'a . 
I 

She ea.mo under the fucist }'()ke l"ter• and thwr luld. a shOrter pariod of lao-.. 
-~ . lation. She haa had a greater ~ of political end econcr.nio aelf- deten::dna-

tion since tho end of the fighting. She baa autfored leas :from tension between 

Russia and the western allies. Political £reedom is jealously guardad and 

aotiwly usod in Austria. Which is basically more democratic than most Euro 

countrioa . 1'he social welf'a.re and educational programs of uhioh Vimma was ao 

proud boforo 1930 hnvo boon surprisingly woll preservod and restored. Granted 

that hor oconomio problem ia solved by ooonomo \Ulion with other European 

oountrlea. ustria oau become a beacon of ckr.:-ooracy in central EUl"ope . 

The post...;•r isolation hns been i'ully ae de.maginr; to Cormany and Austria 

as the hunger and cold . This wue espcoially har.d on the people who OlllOrged aa 

lesder.o 1n the process of -groping tor democratic rm.s of society and gonnll:213nt. 

Feeling cone too sure or thell.Solvea at hotlC .. they looked abroo.d for help. nnd 



found it hard to understand why they could not b'lq' books on democracy, or 

go abroad to see and talk w i t h people in other coun t r i e s Their cultural 

i s o l a t i o nwas also alleviated somewhatduring 1948. Britons. Americans

Frenchmen and others a r r i v e d in s i g n i f i c a n t numbers as c i v i l i a n s to lecture

in universities. perform on t h e concert .and 'theatre s t a g e and conferwith1 

their colleagues in l a b o r u n i o n s youth organizations s c h o o l s churches and 

f a c t o r i e s .A f e w Germans a n d Austrians were permitted to t r a v e l to other 

countries and to observe a n d study there. 

Tho role of tho Rockefe l l e r Foundation and of other private organi-

zations was clearly to h e l p re l i eve the cultural isolation of Germanyand 

Austria. while the economic rebuilding was a matter f o r the allied governments

to work out as part of plans for general economic recovery in Europe. Progress 

i n solution o f the two b a b a s i c  p r o b l e m s must go hand in hand . as Germany and 

A u s t r i a become econon.ically and p o l i t i c a l l y integrated into post-war Europe. 

they must also become intellectually and morallya part of t h e largerwhole. 

changes, ill be a threat to the future peace of t h e world. 

The Rockefel ler Foundationhas setaside 700,000 for w o r k i n tho 

cultural rehabilitation of Germanya n d A u s t r i a d has made g r a n t s of a p p r o x i -

mately 4 8 0 , 0 0 0 for this purpose d u r i n g 1948. Some illustrations m a y be cited 

to show what h a s been done. The sum of 120.000, to be spent in 1948 to 1950, 

w a s given to t h e Univers i tyo f Chicago to enab le it to enter into n exchange 

program with the University of' Fra nkfurt Seven or eightu n i v e r s i t y :professors 

f rom Chicago are teaching each semestera t F r a n k f u r t a new t e a m going from 

Chicago everysix m o n t h s Frankfur t in return is sending three professors 
.119 

to Chicago in the spring of 1940 and more thereafter This has resulted i n



the development of relations botwoen the studont bodies of the t'::o unlnr-

aities . A Chicago graduate student who io doing research 1n history at 

Frankfurt vr1 tea a letter o.uce a month to the ca.npus nenpaper at Chic go,. 

and the Chionr;o students have collected boob• clothing and coney to help 

nocdy ctuaontr: a.t Frfuikf'Urt. 
~ 

i'o help J'()ctoro ccbolc.rly communication between tho USA and Austria 
·' o.nd Gomany. 11 31"ant of eG9.ooo c made to the Gomaniatio t;ociety of Al:lerloa 

for subscriptions to periodicals for Gormnn a:c.~t~~. 

resaarch librar1eo ovor n throo-)"ear perl~.~ ~~ l :: fir.:!iV'J. oxohrmgo roetrictiona ... 
!!11 reTent Gcrmono and Austrianu from u.sing their cmn funds for Guch p~c.lulsea. 

A "t\\o-''*.Y flow of lea.ders in u::~.iversit1es end public life has bnon 

assisted through a mmber or greta auoh u one ot ~ J.f~ J. y {, to Coltmbia 

University to bring a group of H~ Corman journa1iota to the USA for a 

t'U"ce- th ctudy of nowapaporG and of .Amerietn lite, and one of : ?,.. o o to 

tho oo ?:rado Union Co::citteo to bring a grouj, or Geman and Austrian labor 

loaders to visit their oollOflguoa in the USA. Similar grants hc.ve enabled 

.Amerioan organ.ia tiona to sern as hoata to cro~a or Ge~ fUld AWitrians in 

the fields or public eduC3tlon. teacher-training. radio. and youth organizations . 

rlcan uni'ftraity professon and ar.t1ate have been m:aabled to teaCh 

and rfom in Garmany a.nd Austria through a 1naber of gr&nte to 1nd1v1duala 

and through grants to usist in securing ataff ma:Jbors for the Sctlzburg Semil:la.r 

1n UDeri.can C1v1U.aatto in Austria., and for the International Summer Schoola 

at tho Universities or !lmich• Heidelberg. and rburg. in C'-:-many. Funds have 

alao been provided to enable German leaders in youth organbntions to to to 

DeJliiiU"k end to Ez:lgland to study tho work or youth ore,a.ni!o.tions in thoce com1tries. 
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B y t h e c l o s e of 1948 a considerable flow of persons and of ideas 

h a d been reestablished between Germany and Austria on the one hand a n d The 

USA a n d the countries of weatern Europe on the other hand. · This kind of 

communication willno doubt increase as the obstructions to free t rave l and 

intercourse between the nations a r e broken down by the restoration of' p e a c e

There will remain the continuing a n d l o n g r a n g e w o r k of guaranteeing to the 

a b l e s t y o u n g people - the fu ture leaders - of all countries the opportunity

to travel in neighbor ing countries. to observeand to learn and to make

c o n n e c t i o n s that will bind these nations together. t h e r e will a l so b e a con-

tinuing responsibility o n the United States and o t h e r countries to assist the 

Germans and the Austrians in fashioning naw and more d e m o c r a t i c institutions 

and pract ices in the i r schools. universities. churches. and economic and 

political l i f e In these w a y s c a n Germany a n d Austria become inte l lec tual ly

and m o r a l l y in tegra ted into a peaceful and stabl e w o r l d community
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