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I Dear Mr . Marsnall : 
I I 

Please find enclosed two 
Memoranda I have sent off to Lasswell . 

I 
___) 

I agreed to do this when I saw him last 
Sunday. The third memorandum on certain 
features of German news policy in relation 
to this country (the invasion of Britain 
and the United States) seems to be less 
topical than I thought , ~nd I shall there-
fore postpone this matter . 

The simplicity of the Memoranda 
is best explained by the fact that they are 
intended for 'policy mak~"~. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ernst Kris . 

Mr . John ~arshall 
The Roc•cefeller Foundation 
49 .est 49th Street 
New York City 

Enclosures 
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Propaganda !rom the United States to Europe 

(The Application ot Lease-lend Pr1nc1plea) 

The voice or the United St ates is or infinitely 

greater importance than any other single element of p~ycho-

logical warfare bein~ waged at present. Should the United 

States Government or should ~r1Tate agencies working in con-

tact with the United St ates Government undertake in the near 

future to broadcast to the peoples of Europe, the following 

points should be taken into consideration: 

1) • German broadcasts to the Garman people end to 

the occupied territories clearly show a concern lest totali-

tarian end subject peoples hear newa from the outs1de world. 

In Germany a ban on listening to foreign broadcasts has been 

in existence since the first day ot the warJ 1n eve~ one ot 
the conquered territories the listening ben is introduced at 

an early stage of the occupation. At the same time, the German 

propaganda machine deTotes itself to the denying, contradicting 

and debunking of that same broadcast propaganda to ~hich it is 

illegal to l isten. In spite of the military Tictories, the 

listening prohibitions are £rom time to time re-enforced; at 

these periods campaione aaainat listening are conducted regu-
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larly, concluding with the announcement of a series of pen-

alties recently inflicted. Such re-enforcements appear when-

eyer the outside world might convey something of impor tance

The latest occasion of this was the flight of Hess. 

2). Plans for the future will have to take into ac-

count that the audience of short wave broadcasts is limited. 

While short waves from the United St ates reach France, they do 

not reach a large portion of the German or Italian populations, 

the number ot good short wave sets being in both countries 

smaller than in France. 

This may be compared with the B.B.C. broadcasts on 

standard waves, which continue to have a large regular audience 

in Germany and a  r e g u l a r audience of undetermined scope in Italy. 

There is further a good deal of eTidence that even short wave 

transmissions from London are infinitely more audible throughout 

Europe (viz., in Czecho-Slovakia) than short wave transmissions 

from this country. 

I therefore suggest that the United States Government 

acquire for its own use, or for the use of such private bodies

as may be ac t ive with the supp ort of the Administration, trans-
m i t t i n g facilities of its own in Britain. Such facilities might 

be acgu1re4 from the Br i t i sh Broadcasting Corporation in London

on the basis of a lease-lend agreement. Further, the enterprise 

might be under the supervision of some United States agency in 

London, With such an arrangement, broadcasts emanating f rom this 

country, possibly from Station W R U L Boston, could be re-broadcast 

both on short and medium waves to the European continent. 
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Material available in this Rese rch Project throwa 

some light on problem! of German counter-propaganda to broadcasts 

from democratic countries and on reactions to British broadcast 

propaganda to Europe. Rese~rch work conducted i n connection with 

broadcasts from the United States to Europe coul d draw on t his 

material. 

Ernst Kris. 
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MEMORANDOK ON GERMAN PROPAGA~DA AND !NGLO- AMERICAR 
RELATIONS. 

It see~s appropriate at this time to draw attention 

to the potential danger which the impact of anti-American 
propaganda carr~ed on by Germany in her broadcasts to Britain 

may have on the British people. German oroadcasts total more 

than 24 hours a day to Britain in English. These transmissions 

started out even before the outbreak of the present war in 

broadcasts from Hamburg and .Bremen; they are at present trans-
mitted from various stations, including some in Belgium, Holland 

and France. 

Their tendency tram the beginning has been to incite 

internal conflict. William Joyce, the British fascist known a• 
Lord Haw- Haw, is the protagonist of this chain. In addition to 

that~ stations allegedly broadcasting fram inside England, 1n 

r~a11ty, however, emanating from Germany, addre~s British fascists, 
British workers, Scottish nationals and conscientious objectors. 

A part of the German transmiesion to Britain is broad-

cast on medium ~ short waves. The short 1aves only are audible 

in this country. 

The medium wave transmissions carry the full impact of 

anti-American propaganda to Britain. Tile main lines of t his 
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1. The United States do not 1ant Britain to win 

the warJ t hey want only to prolong the conflict 

1n order to weaken both belligerents. 

e. What support is given, insignificant in itself, 

aims only at prolonging the conflict. 

3. The real aim of Judeo-American hypocrisy is to 

grab the EmpireJ this is described not only 1n 

politica~ t erms - the West Indies having bean 

•surrendered" to the United States -, but also 

in economic t erms - Bt•1 t e . .!.n should be deprived 

of her markets . 

4, A variety of slogans have been devised 1n sup-

port of t hese points, t he most significant one 

beingt nAmeriea will fight t o t he l~st i nch.• 

It is difficult to assess whether or not German propa-

ganda has had or is having any influence on the British people. 

The established facts are tha t after the Churchill-Labor Govern-

ment came into power listening-in to German broadcasts, which 

had achieved a peak during the last months of the Chamberlain 

regime, dropped off completely. There is as yet no evidence 

whatsoever that listening-in has increased. It may. ho ever, 

be said thet some eo~ents published by Char les Grey 1n Jane's 

All the World's Aircraft for 1941 are in spirit and in wording 

an exact repetit ion of German propaganda slogans. The reaction 

of public opinion in Britain to this escapade was very strona 

indeedJ di sappr oval v;as general, Mr. Gr ey's previous allegiance 
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to the Fascist creed was exposed, and these circumstances were 

fully di scussed in the press of this country. I personally 

have no doubt that this is an isolated instance. 

The reason why I f ee} t h a t it is appropriate to draw 

the attention of t he authorities to ant i - American propaganda 

broadcasts from Germany to Britain i s , however, of a more gen-

eral kind. It concerns prophylactic action. A n t i - A m e r i c a n

propaganda in the pr esent broadcasts to England is almost identi-

cal with the anti-British p r o p a g a n d a broadcast by Germany to 

France in the early months o f t his war. So close is t he resem-

blance that it w a s actually pos sible in June of 1940 to predict 

accurately slogans and details of this propaganda from the pat-

tern used for the anti-British propaganda to France. It is ob-

viously dangerous to simplify by analogies, but it is still worth 

while to keep in mind that of all the various propaganda ventures 

of the Nazis during this war1 none has had an effect s imilar to 

t he attempt to sow discord between t he French and Bri t ish. While 

it is true tha t the success of German pr opaganda even after the 

French surrender was only partia l and has rather decreased since 

that time, one may still compare this partial success with the 

complete failure o f Nazi propaganda in all c o n q u r e d territories 

of Europe. The attempt to create ·the Ally as a scapegoat for 

h a r d s h i p s of all kinds f ructifies a psychological mechanism which 

is of great power. 

Though dur ing the winter ot 1939-1940 both British and 

French authorities w e r e aware of the fact that the anti-British 

propaganda broadcasts from Germany to F r a n c e were having some 
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effect, they did not decide on counter-action. The scope o f

this memorandum is to emphasize that coun te r - ac t ion , both by 

exposing the German propaganda tendency and by reasserting the 

position of the United States to B r i t a i n may b e of immediate 

importance. It will also b e of im.Portance to k e e p a watchful 

eye on the v a r i o u s stratagems of the German propagandist, in 

order t o detect in which way a n d to what extent they adapt their 

tactics to new events. Material accessible 1n this Research 

Project can confirm in detail the sta t e m e n t s madede here , and could 

be used for research work r e q u i r e d for a c t i o n to be taken by the 

a u t h o r i t i e s

Ernst Kris. 

Appendix attached. 
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MEMOH.Al1DOll ON GER.l.!A~ PROP tlG.~D!!. AND AilC!LO-W~IC1U! RET~TIONS 

In order to give one example ot anti- American propa-
ganda to ~itain w: heve chcscn part or & broarlc~st transmitted 
f r om Br~slau on ,~15.8 meter wave length, 1n English, on January 
19, 1941, at 19:30 p.a.t 

•co~ent on S~imson's Speeeh• 
. .... . . . • Sti£:13011 even went to tho ext9nt of s:tying th"-t Uri tain had most solemnly pledged hersPlf to pla,ce her f"leet in Am6rican cus ... :.ady rather .... han allow it to foll .:.nto German hands. 'hat the British people will think of these solemn guarantees, given ~th-out ~heir kno ledge ~nd cons0nt , I can only guess . But the main point is that Congress bad to he told t! this lien on the Royal Navy, because the punishment dealt out to the British Fleet 1n the Mediterrm1ean ad undoubtedly caused nlarm 1n the Ohited States, among those people who feel that shares and colonies are not enough to compensate for all that America 'ls pr epared t:o do for Britain ~ 12 months ' time . 

•Roosevelt's announceme~t that be was being ccporrered to buy the Brit1~h NaTy, it necessury, r.ust have stirred up some queer emotions in the hes.rt of every self- respecting English.'Tian. ~ the British Ne.vyl Hany a listener \fill shore my vis1.on of some greflt, grey warship ploughing the gr~en and white of a wintar sea , beering the flag of Enel~nd over the storm-tossed waters, beneath a leaden, sullen Sky. That was once the symbol of E!:gl md t s 
m3~e!ty. but glory has departed . Mr. Roosevelt calmly considers buying the n~vy up . Could there bo ~~olJ.1 more striking omen of England's predicament in these hours or woe? hen the Americans examine solemn pledges to take these defenders of Britain into 
harbours across tha /itl£=nt1c, it i;; surely time that the British people did net bank on Americnn help but asked where in God ' s nnme Ch~e~ill has led them. The very people ~1o are supposed t o save Britain ere soberly considering what is to be dona ,,1th her fleet 1hen she is finished. • 
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The f act that the broadcast is trans~ittad from the 

station of Breslau i s due to the alteration in the German 

broadcasting schedule in the evening hours. This alteration 

attempts to deprive the R. A. F. of f acilities for piloting. 

Ernst Kris . 
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