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In order that +..ere may bet e grentest dispa~ch in col1octin& foodstuffs 

f or the relict or tho ncn-combatan'.; people of Belt; i um , tho Rocke roller Foundation 

in addition to tho mcas•ros of relief initi~tod by itself , has arranged to provide 

a ste=:.m:hip pi or , to charter ships , and to convey t1·ee of charge from New York ~o 

Belgium such supplies as the public may wish to contribute . 

This pl n is in cooperation VJi th •.;he Belgian Relie t Co!Ltllfttee of i~ew York 

of which !Jr . Robert l17 . de Forest :s Chairn:an . Tho purpose ia that through tho 

facilities rovided by t Founcint on and the artivities of the Co~U:Dittee i'1 col-

l ectinc funds end supplies, variou individ a .. s and agenies throughout the cc ntr 

who desire such cooperation , ~ make their assistance most timsly and effective . 

To this end Mr . Robert W. de Foreat and Ur . John D. Rockefeller , Jr . , on 

behalf of tho Fo ndaticn and the Committeee , hnve joined in an appeal to the public 

of tho United States Lo givo eithor in money or ~upplies for Belgian relief . 

Arrangom ntn have been mad"l with tho D .. sh Term inal in IIow York to act us 

a receiving c.epot .Tbo Ro k ioller Fou dation :in negotiating to obtain as q .icl: -

r> ly us possible nno'hcr large neutral ship . A.l rapidly as a carcc is collected ~-t 

~ will bo forwarded direct to Be1~ium . 

T1e taciliti s thus prcvided insure that any con~ ribution i n mone1 wi l l 

be expended solely for supplies , and in no part for organization or distribu~iou 

charges . /.ny person who eivcs ei thc.1· in mcney or ln food can be certain that the 

whol e of h.is contribuUon will reach some one in Dol~ium who needs help . 
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Follo'.ling the annot:.nce[;)snt that the Rockfeller Foundation would 

r send a Commission ci exp rts to Europe to ~dYise a~ to time , pluco and 

r means wbersby relief can he becb provided for needy non-combatants in all 

' .. he warring countries , thu t Cornmissicn has no'U been constituted as follows: 

Llr. Wickliffe Rcse , Chairman , Di.rectot• Gen r-ral of the International Uealtll 

Com11is.sion; Mr . Ernest P. Bicknell, HatiClnal Dil·ector nf the American Red 

Cross, who~e services havo be n loaned for this purpose to the Rockefeller 

Foundation, and who has hnd exceptio!1al experie•, ce in the conduct ot re-

lief afto1· 1ihe Snn Francisco Earthquake ii1 1906 , and in o·l;her disasters. 

In reference to the r.'ar Relief Commission , tho pJ.ans foi· sending 

cargoss of sttpr>li es to Bel~iuzr., and as to whether tbe placing of mim•s in 

the North Sea would i1Jtode e , Amb?ssador Fage of Lonclon bas cabled ns fol -

lows a 

"Hurry Rose . North Sea adds no dlfficulty or dnnger . British 
Navy will cc-r~voy your ship . The International Commission fo~· Re-

lief ho•e org~nized committee~ in Holland and B91gium under diplo-
matic arrangements made by governments of the Uniterl States , Spain 
r-olland , und Bolgiurn , and have secured guarant e of safety from Gar"an 
mi1it.ary nuthcriti~s, anti n:ade a porfert system for distrHution by 
~lgians in every neighborhood in Belgium. This dces not call for 
the sending of mcney 1 o England . It calls ouly for food to bfl f:ent 
t.o ~tarving won:e( E>.nd chilO.re~'l in Belgium and this l$ the only channel ." 

The War Relief Oommi~sion will sail for Europe on tho stEamshi p 

"Laplar.d11 next T?lednesday . Tney will go direct to Liverpool , and then 

to Belgium. As rapiO.ly as their recommendations are received, the 

Rockefeller Foundatj on will take Rteps to carrv them Ot\t. The public 

will bo fully advised of tlle conditions as reported , fol· toe co- or•ora tion 

of all Americans will be required i1' thiH vast problem is to b~ solved . 
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