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New York, November 8th, 1914,

In order that there may be the greatest dispatch in collecting foodstuffs
for the relief of the non-combatant people of Belgium, the Rockefeller Foundation
in addition to the measures of relief initiated by itself, has arranged to provide
a steamship pier, to charter ships, and to convey free of charge from New York to
Belgium such supplies as the public may wish to contribute.

This plan is in cooperstion with the Belgian Relief Committee of New York
of which Mr. Robert W. de Forest is Chairman. The purpose is that through the
facilities provided by the Foundation and the activities of the Committee in col-
lecting funds and supplies, various individuals and agenies throughout the country
who desire such cooperation, may make their assistance most timely and effective.

To this end Mr. Robert W. de Forest and Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., on
behalf of the Foundation and the Committeee, have joined in an eappeal to the public

—  of the United States to give either in money or supplies for Belgian relief.

Arrangemsnts have been made with the Bush Terminal in New York to act as

a receiving depot.The Rockafeller Fourndation is negotiating to obtain as quick-
’“ly as possible another large neutral ship.As rapidly as a cargo ias collected it
— will be forwarded direct to Belgium.

Tae facilities thus previded insure that any contributica in money will
be expended solely for supplies, and in no part for organizaticn or distribution
charges. Any person who gives either in money or In food can be certain that the

whole of his contribution will reach some one in Belgium who neseds help.




Following the announcement that the Rockfeller Foundation would
gend a Commission cf experts to Burope to sdvise &3 to time, place and
~ means whereby relief can be best provided for needy non-combatants in all
the warring countries, that Commission has now been constituted ag follows:
Mr. Wickliffe Rose, Chairman, Director Gensral of the Internaticnal Health
Compission; Mr. BErnest P. Bicknell, Wational Director of the American Red
Cross, whose services have besn loaned for this purpose %o the Rockefeller
Foundation, and who has had exceptional experience in the conduct of re- d
lief afterr the Sen Francisco Earthquake in 1906, and in other disasters.

In reference to the War Relief Commission, the plans for sending
cargoss of supplies to Belgium, and as to whether the placing of mines in
the North Sea would interfere, Amb2ssador Page of London has cabled as fol-
lows}

"Hurry Rose, North Sea adds no difficulty or danger. British
Nevy will convoy your ship. The International Commission for Re-
lief here organized committees in Holland and Belgium under diplo-
matic arrangements wede by governments of the United States, Spain
Holland, and Belgium, and have secured guarantece of safety from German
wilitary authoritiss, ani made a perfect system for distritbution by
Belgians in every neighborhcod in Belgium. This does not call for
the sending of money to England. It calls only for food to be sent
+0 starving women and children in Belgzium and this is the only channel."
i The War Relief Commission will sail for Europe on the steamship
"Lapland™ next Wednesday. They will go direct to Liverpool, and then
f‘u
t0 Belgium. As rapidly as their recommendations are received, the
Rockefeller Foundation will take steps to carry them out. The public

will be fully advised of the conditions as reported, for the co-operaticn

of all Americans will be required if this vast problem is %o be solved.




	002684_001_m
	002684_002_m



