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AREA STUDIES

The basic concept'or-area ptuaieg is the amplication of mg-ny or all ofthe social science and^ huo&nistic disciplines, sometimes also natural science
toward l better understanoing of a single region, well defined in

both | /ay and time, .preferably tlxrough attention to specific problems.
area program is thus a focus for the practical application of methods and concepts
in the established discipli.:. , net a substitute or \ tive tc those disciplines.
In this amplication of several disci*,. . to specific human problem*, area studiesare similar to the utilization I branches of medic; in the study ofthe specific ailments of patients in a Bedical clinic studies provide a methodof bringing both students j down to earth from elaboration" of theoretical
and abstract principles to the study of real life in it: They
are one of the best means of demonsti the inter-relationships between the variousmethods of studying man. It is because of escape from oneof single disciplines that area at ■ _ rly useful for better internati-

idiagj sitfa rr for war or i cc.

from this point of vie , studies -j: : yoth in t. :•-., -j.-6-t::-s and
in foreign countries can be considered j' awea studies." in fact, both are necessary

id should be considered together. Con . risen is essential. Our a\ .*-nnot
I understood without the perspective k study o; ferent cv )n

the other hand, study of a foreign culture wil ithout insight if it U not basedon practical knowledge of one 1 s own. The student needs broad understanding of the
American base and of at least one foreign area, in addition to the ti isciplines.
This is a heavy requirement, et without a .major reexamina-tion and reformulation of curriculum, both courses and content. o fuse these
elements into some new viable educational pattern is the major onof the new area approach by the universities.

The Merican studies yro£XS2L.ot the Foundation has . >ved some
.-.ccess in encouraging interest in regional literature and regional research. As yet,however, neither of these developnents has been effectively related to the normal

educational programs of the universities or colleges. Trie recent -rant to Occidental
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College in southern California is one attempt to ach .eve such integration, which
should be increasingly an objective of any further assistance from the Humanities
to American studies programs.

If one considers only the study of foreign areas at institutions in 1
United States, the RF program he,s had even more marked success. Work on the Far
East, Latin America, and the USSR Is noviell established atynumber of institutions,
each. These programs, many of which owe their initiation to RF assistance, paved
the way for the army area studies programs during the war and the increasin
wide acceptance of the area study concept. More recently, this development has
brought new support on a considerable scale from the Carnegie Corporation. There
are also now government funds available for research along area lines.

The general fields of Far Eastern, Latin American, and Slavic studies
are now not only past the pioneering stage, but may have nearly reached the 11:.it
of the amount of graduate training which can be justified until new outlets for the

Jj. , s so trained are developed. Humanities should, therefore, in the United States
refrain from general support to new graduate programs in these three i'iel
Should taper off fairly rapidly our support to existing programs.

There remain, however, four major lines of development in foreign area
studies which should still be considered.

The first is the extension of the area studies princi.-ae tc u-,-. re fining
important, neglected areas of the world. Some of these neglected areas fall within
the general scope of the programs already developed. There is, for example, i- uate
work on Korea, despite the general programs of study on the Far East. For die

jor areas, notably the last, India, Southeast Asia, and Central Asia, the pro-
grams now in operation in "the United States cuite inadequate to meet national needs.
Finally, there are areas of considerable importance such as.Africa anu Australasia
on which there is no single center of coordinated study at any institution in the
country.

Second, as has been suggested above, a major obstacle to the production of
a larger number oi scholars for an area field .. lack of teaching openings through
which they can be supported. This in turn is das to the fact that no effective -ola.ee
,for area work in undergraduate general education programs has yet been found. The
program at Occidental College already mentioned is a promising experiment in this
direction, as is also the general education course on -stem civilization which
is to be developed at Columbia University under a Carnegie grant. The University of
Hawaii would seem to be an unusually promising place for experimentation in this
direction, if the proper leadership should develop there. Tim Lbility should not
be ruled out of further RF assistance to one or more promising riments in this
direction.

A third major opportunity is for introduction of materials on the unusual
areas into the established disciplines. The last ten years has seen some, but dis-
tressingly little, progress in this direction. On the vshole, comparative government-
continues to pay attention to Europe alone, comparative literature continues to Ignore
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