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The besic concept of-srea studie g the spplication y g1l
the sociel science and humenistic disciplines, sometimes also natursl science
disciplines, toverd z better understanding of s single region, well defined in

both geography and time, preferably ugh attention tc specific problems. 4n

area program is thus a focus for the practical application of methods and concepts

in the established diseiplines, not a substitute or slternative to those disciplines,
iIn this application of several disciplines to specific human probleus, area studies
are simllar to the utilization of all brenches of medicel knowledge in the study of
the specific alluents of patients in a medical clinie. Area studies provide & method
of bringing both students and scholars down to earth from elsboration of theoretical
end sbstract principles to the study of reel life in its practicsl complexities. They
are one of the best means of demonstrating the inter-relationships between the various
methods of sgtudying men. It is because of practicality and escape from the limitations
of single disciplines that ares studies are particularly useful for better internstional
understending; either for war or for pesace.

From this point of view, studies of regions both in the United Stetes and
in foreign countries cen be considered "sres studles," 1In fact, both are necessary
and should be considered together. Compsrison is essentizl. Our own problems cannot
be understood without the perspective which study of a different culture provides., On
the other hand, study of 2 foreign culture will be without ingight if it is not based
on practical knowledge of one's cwn. The student needs broad understending of the
American base and of at least one foreign ares, in addition to the ususl disciplines.
This is a heavy requirement, however, which can hardly be met without = major reexsminse
tion and reformulation of curriculum, both courses and content. How to fuse these
elements into some new viable educztional pattern ig the major problem of assimilation
cf the new area approsch by the universities.

ihe Americam studies program of the Foundation has already achieved some
success in encouraging interest in regional literature snd regional research, is yet,
however, neither of these developments has been effectively related to the normal
educational programs of the universities or colleges. The recent grant to Occidental
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College in southern California|is one |attempl to achfeve such integration, which
should be inereasingly an objeﬁi_y_g_gf_mmﬂmistance from the Humenities
to Americen studies programs.

If one congiders only the study of foreign areag =t institutions in the
United States, the RF program has had even more marked success. Work on the Far
East, Latin Americe, and the USSR is nowwell established atMimber of institutione,
each., These programs, many of vwhich owe their initiation to RF assistance, paved
the way for the army area studies programs during the war and the increasingly
wide acceptance of the area study concept. More recently, this development has
brought new support on a considersble scale from the Carnegie Corporation. There
are aiso now government funds avai}able for research along area lines.

£ The general fields of Far Bastern, Latin Americen, and Slavie gtudies

| are now ot only past the pioneering gtage, but may have nearly resched the linit
of the amount of graduate training whieh can be justified until new outlets for the

| Ph.D.'s so trained are developed. ani : , s
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should taper off fairly rapidly our support to existing programs.

There remasin, hovever, four major lines of development in fereiyx area
studies which should still be congidered.

The first is the extension of the area studies principle to the remaining
important, neglected areas of the world. Some of these neglected areas fall within
the general scope of the programs slready developed. There is, for example, inadequate
| work on Korea, despite the gemeral programs of study on the Far East. For ather
| major areas, notably the Scar Fast, India, Southeast Asia, and Central Asis, the pro-
| grams now in operation in the United States are quite inadequa’m: to meet nationsl needs.
Finelly, there are areas of considerable importance such as_Africa snd Australasis
on which there is no single center of coordinated study at any institution in the
country.

Second, as has been suggested sbove, a major obstacle to the production of
a larger number of scholars for an area field is the lack of teaching openings through
which they can be supported. This in turn is due to the fact that no effective place
for ares work in undergraduste general education programs has yet been found. The
program at Oceldental College already mentioned is a promising experiment in this
direetion, as is also the general education courge on Far Eestern cilvilization which
is to be developed at Columbia University under & Carnegie grant. The University of
Hawaii would seem to be an unusuelly promising plsce for experimentetion in this
direction, if the proper leadership should develop there. The possibility should not
be ruled out of further RF assistance to one or more promising experiments in this
direction.

A third mejor opportunity is for introduction of materials on the unusual
areas into the established disciplines., The last ten years has seen some, but dis-
tressingly little, progress in this direction. On the vwhole, comparative government:
continues to pey attention to Europe alone, comparative literature continues to ignore
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Soth the Hear snd the far Zedbrswstideeeemrere—ds o0 110410 necuninted vith
ether achools of thought than those of the Vast., This is the pattern into which
several of the smaller Humenities projeets f£ity for exanple, the ricd %o Dr.
Hightover at Harvard for & handbock of Chinese iiterature, the bihliography of
wmmm,mmmmwmwef the ACLS, the
work of Reginl Devi on Indien dances. The major projecta on Russisn trenslations,
Hear Zastern translctions, end the Tast-vest Phiicsophers' Confersnee st Somclulu
belong in thie pattern as well. Huch furthsr sork is nesded in this fleld, wiieh
is the logieal next step beyond our wore gemersl suppert to Siavie, Letin ismerican,
snd Far Eastorn studles. Here ares studlss merge with other phases of the Huseni-
tles program.

The fourth major lime of furth:r advases is the dev : i

s of sres studles at iastitutions in other countries, LT the nited Etates
needs stucles of the Fer Rast, the Nesr Dest, Huesle, ete., Japan alwo needs studles
of the mejor uress of the world waich iapiage upon her seomcmically or culturelly,
Humsnities heg recemtly secured asppropristions to the University of Toronte end to
the University of British Celushie for Slsvie studies, to Tokyo Unlverelty, the
University of Stockbels, snd the University of Lalden fer Chinese studles, snd to
the University of Sordesux for Latin imeriscsn studles, Furthor developaents in
this direction ave contempleted,

Ihese are four new lines in which the BF econ plomser with profit, If
thay are pursued, they will keep budget anesds in the fiald of ares studlss nesr
ihe present level for some yesars, even Lf every offort is mede to have u2 much of
the burdem as possible ssrried by other sources of funds such ss the Carnagle
Corporation, the Ford Foundwtion, the U. U, Govornaent im the United States, or
the Univerpity Crants Cossission in Orsat Britsin,

CBFiem;
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