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Mr. David H. Stevens,
The Rockefeller Foundation,
NEW YORK CITY.

Dear Dave,

To-day I saw lr. lMorshead for a second time. It was
the first opportunity I had to talk with him since my original visit
at Windsor Castle,

Attached is a letter I hoped to send to you through J.
Maynard Keynes, but for reasons which are indicated in his letter
to me, a copy of which 1s enclosed, I dld not do so. Obviously,

I was not then in a position to send you this letter, even through
the pouch, which I now have the privilege of using, without first
referring the matter agaln to Mr. Morshead, This has now been
done, With all due respect to Mr, Keynes, I felt his argument then,
and this has proved to be the case in my subsequent discussion with
Morshead, was more mathematical and theoretical than real. The
stark fact remalns that important documents of unique character are
seriously exposed to the danger of bombing and fire, And the most
immedlate way to save them would be through microfilming. I showed
my letter to you of April 28th to Mr. lMorshead, and 1t has his complete
approval, He indicated it was & correct statement of the situation.
I of course did not show him the letter of Keymes, but Indicated its
context, through a previous letter to him, a copy of which is
attached.

Morshead ls very anxious that something be done, and 1s
certain that if he should bring the matter to the attention of the
King it will have the latter's approval. He stressed the urgency
of the time factor; the early summer months would be ideal for the
microfilming. Morshead felt that 1f funds were provided and modern
microfilming epparatus used with which work could be done rapildly,
Brltish personnel could very likely be secured to do the work,

About Dr, van Puyvelde, concerning whom J.M, has written,
Mr, Morshead indicated that he has put van P. to work on study and
publication of the art and other treasures relating to the Lowlands,
that 1s Flemish Art, and has provided £200 for publication and other
expenses 1n connection with van P.'s work. He did not feel, however,
that van P, was the person to pubt in charge of the team to do the




microfilming work. This would have to be organized and directed by
Mr. Morshead himself, because of the unusual nature of the documents
and because of the fact that the fileld 1s one in which van P. is not
particularly an expert.

In order to catch up on time, I am sending you a cable,
a copy of which is attached, Unfortunately, the only way I know of
sending this documentation is by the pouch, which 1s a slow tedious
process, taklng a minimum of three weeks, The material, of course,
cannot be sent through the usual channels because of the specisal
nature of the documentation, and for the obvious reasons of its
confidential character,

If there is any way in which you could indicate by 'yes!',
or 'no!', the likelihood of your collaboration, and on what level,
it would be useful to know this at an early date, so that further
steps may be made in the negotiations with Morshead.

While taking up the problem of the King's Library as a
specific item, there are, of course, conslderable groups of out-
standing documents, again of a unique character, whlch are in such
Libraries as those of the Colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, the
Royal Society, and so on. These local private collections are not
taken care of through the grant of 30,000 to the P.R.0., through the
American Councll of Learned Societles, which deals with quite a
different set of documents which are under governmental control,

I think it would be possible without too great diffilculty
to make a rapid survey of outstanding material which exists in single
copy, and which is of international historlcal importance, and which
1s in danger of destruction.

I would like to have your reactions on thils, and any
suggestions you may care to make, in case you are favourable to
the continumation of such aid.

As ever, S
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May 1st, 1941.
Dear Dr. O'Brien,

I have been greatly embarrassed to decide whether it
would be proper for me to carry the enclosed letter which
you sent. On reflection I feel that I ought not to doso, for
the followlng reasons:-

1. I do not think that such a letter could go without
the express authority of Morshead. It is not clear to me
that he has seen and approved this letter. No doubt he ex-
pressed a natural anxlety, but there may be other reasons
which he did not disclose to you why the nosition is not
better than 1t 1s,

2. I cannot believe that it can be flnancial reasons
in the strict sense which are interfering. What we are
suffering from in this country is not shortage of local ster-
ling money, but the limitaltion of resources and labour availl-
eble for this kind of purpose, I may be either than the
danger is not so great as it appears at first sight, or that
the King has dellberately refrained from meking demands on
the O0ffice of Works, who are tremendously occupied in similar
activitles directed immediately to war purposes, Thus it 1s
not, I should have thought, a matter of finance.

This does not mean that I do not intensely sympathise
wlth you 1n wishing these precious articles to receive all possible
care, and that I do not immensely appreciate the thought which
governs your letter, But I do feel that thils 1s the sort of
request that ought not to go forward to your Foundation unless
it is quite clear that the authorities here wish it to go for-
ward and that, as I say, i1s not clear to me on reading your
letter.

I am hoping very much to pay a visit to the Foundation
when I am in New York, as I am particularly anxious to see Mr. Willits,

Yours sincerely,

Signed: J. M. KEYNES,
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21lst Vey, 1941,

The Librarian,

Windsor Castle,
WIHDSOR, |
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Lear Hr. lorchoad,

|
Since my recent vislt to you I cictated a letter covering !
my iaterview with you to kv, David Stevens, the Head of our Livision ‘
of Bumanitles ia our Wew York offlce, In this letter 1 outlined some
of the types of material which ars present In the Library of ths Kin |
whleh you showed to me, particularly the collectlon of original ' |
of Leonardo da Viael, and others; Sthe orizimal end unlque copies of
disries of verious members of thue Royal family from the tims of George
II; end ail the sets of letters of the Prime iinisters the Stuart
pepers, and 80 on, 1 indiceted the dsnger to which s unique
paterial was expesed through possible bombing, or fire from iucendlarles,
and erpressed whet I understood to be your desire to have the matsrial
copied on to mierofilms In order Lo preaerve 1t, 1 also mentioned the
seecnc metter, nemely the building of an air-condltioned tunnel which
wao setuelly elther under considoration, or constructionm, and would be
something of a much larger undertaking.

When T learmed that ¥r, J. Maynord Lcynes was leaving for
America, I sent him @ copy of the letier to ir, Stevens, as 8 mesns
of transml: sion by hamd, smd indlested that if for any reason he felb
it unwise to carry & ter, to let me lmow, or to destroy it.
replied polnd a 1d not

-l

_ put that without mthorztytm?lu he not feel
the letter s g0e 18 he waz leaving on ths ollowing dsy, I was
not able to get iam touch with bim to indicste that I had asked your
ssion Lo refer the matter imformally to my colleaguss in Hew York
Heturally I did not want to proceed furiher b sonding off a nobe o i
america without seelng you azain beforshand, in view of the comzents .'

ﬂ!’. W.‘

Iwumnmngifyunmetohsinmndonmyti\ninm '
near futurae, If so, we might arrange to ses each other,

Recently I had o most imtercsting talk on the gub ject of
libraries with the two secrstaries of the Royal Soclety - Professor
Ae Ve 5111 and Professor Lgerton - and with ir, Lancaster-Jones of
the Selence Library at South Kensiagton, The matter of microfiliing
was baken up, end I learned a number of points concerning some of the
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difficulties with which llbraries are confronted due to problems
arising from copyright laws, I have reviewved the luterview in &
moworandum to Mr, David Stevens, and at the seme tims have asked hilm
to give me furtier information about the availabllity of microfilm
apparatus, as well as reading machines {or the same, end cormente on
the present laws controlling copyrighting, microfilming, and similar
prodecures which prevell in the Stetes,

1% will be a plessure to ses agalin, and to have a
further discussion on soms of these mt{::u. -

Zours sincerely,

De Ps G'M“. Mo D,
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