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December 3, l%&

Brief on Language and Area Studies in the U.S.

I should summarise tentative conclusions on th© principles
we should apply as followsi

1. Language is for use. Instruction is an obvious prerequi-
site but if th© student does not become habituated to using the language
in college th© instruction is likely to b® wasted, Th© R.F. should
not aid foreign language instruction at any institution which does not
have en integrated program of foreign language use.

2. It is impossible at tax® college level to predict whether
and where a student will go abroad. The nmd of th® business man,diplomat, or traveller for speaking command not associated with area
study can be best met by practical programs of instruction such as
the American Russian Institute, the Department of State, th® Havy,
the Department of Agriculture, Linguaphone, and Berliia offer, R.F.
need not assist except possibly to secure implementation on unusual
languages. Even here government support is preferable*

3. Provision for use of language for scientific purposes
other than area studies requires only a E&nisum of initiative on the
part of professors and. libraries. Since there is inertia, w® might
help someone who took the problem seriously but we should not spend
much*

it. The integration of language with area studies, on th®
other hand, requires intensive language work, additional staff invarious disciplines, large libraries, and major curriculum revision.
Here major help is needed and should be provided*

5* We should attempt to stimulate minimum essential
coverage for all areas of the world. The minimum will of course
depend on th® importance o? the area*

6* It is desirable to have area studies in both colleges
and. universities, therefore pioneering in both should be aided.

?. When the minimum has been established on a sound basis
R.F. should withdraw. It is our job to help someone start the band
wagon. We have no responsibility to help th® late comers to climb
on.



2

8. An area program in depth (the only kind w® should be
interested in) is expensive. It is likely to be put on a sound, and
permanent footing only if the sponsoring institution specialises.
An area program is a focus for th® various social science and
humanistic disciplines. It is not itself a discipline. Reasonably
full coverage of the disciplines is desirable but two foci are all
that are needed - on© on a domestic area for a base and one on a
foreign area for comparison. More may be confusing as well as costly*
Healthy development of the American educational system, encouragement
of intellectual discussion, and equitable use of R.F. funds all
suggest that centers of area studies should be widely spread. Th®
R.F. on principle should not support more than on© foreign areaprogram at on® institution. It should query th© need for outside
assistance to any institution which itself undertakes mor© than on®.
An area must b® small enough to serve as a focus.

9* As soon as study centers for a given area are wall
established here the R.F. should move into development of centers
overseas and the cultivation of international relations.

If we apply those principles to some of our current problems
what are the results?

Russian studies
~Tste Columbia Russian Institute is outstanding (except

perhaps language instruction?) and assistance should be continued
although Columbia should take over as soon as possible.

Stanford is the next bast bet. Pressure should be exerted
to secure integration between the Hoover Library and the University.
The Far East program should perhaps be pruned to give the USSR
program more life.

At least four more strong university centers are a
minimum and should be developed as fast as men are available but
the other claimants are still only fiddling. It Is possible that
centers in the Plains area, in the South and in Alaska would add
important special interests.

At least two good, college programs should be encouraged.

Far East
What is needed most is consolidation and strengthening of

existing centers.
Harvard, because of the Harvard-Yenchlng foundation, Is

a natural for both Chinese and Japanese studies but needs little
help if it will stop trying to do everything else, too.

Yale has the beginning of a first-class center on Chinese
but also meds to avoid competing programs and to define objectives.
Further help should probably emphasise integration of language with
disciplines.

Univ. of Washington is best on Modern China and may be
able to swing Japan, too. I don't know. Further help probably inorder.

California, Chicago, Pennsylvania, Princeton, Colorado
and Michigan are all question sharks but with Chicago most promising.
Desirability of additional aid is questionable unless objectives
and programs are much more clearly defined.
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One additional strong center for Japanese studies should
be found, and one of the existing centers should add Korea.

At least one good college program on the Far East should
be encouraged. Pomona? but only if area objectives are more clearly
delimited and narrowed.

On Far East we are ready to encourage more internation-
alizations help to England, perhaps Canada and Australia! fellow-
ships for non-Americans; exchange of personnel with Far East.

Arabic studies
'Two strong centers needed| none now in existence.

Princeton and Chicago are both possibilities but neither has modern
interest or has decided on field of specialisation. If Princeton
should decide on lear Fast quid pro quo for help should be transfer
of Guest Library to a center of Chinese studies, perhaps Yale.
Most interest is now being shown in Washington, B.C. but the Insti-
tute of Advanced International Studies is not yet on a sound long-
run foundation.

R.F. should work on fellowships for a few good students
now, hope to develop centers later.

Indie studies
'One or two strong centers needed, none now In existence.

Pennsylvania and Yale are possibilities but Yale should stick to
Chinese, and Pennsylvania is riding four horses - Far Bast, India,
Hear East, and Africa.

R.F. should work on fellowships now) hop® to develop
centers later.

African studies (south of Sahara)
Ko strong centars needed, one preferably in a Negro

university. Sone now in existence. This is a long-range task which
will have to start with exploration and. trial fellowships. Africa
will be critical within 20 to 50 years and we should be prepared.

Southeast Asia (Philippines, French Indo-Ghina, Slam, Burma, Malaya,
Netherlands' 'East Indies)

One center m®&®d § none now in existence. Luke-warm
interest at Harvard, Yale, and Stanford, none of which should be
encouraged because of priority other programs.

Development requires fellowships, use of training facilities
in Europe, study and research in area, and. eventually aid to native
scholarship in the area. A long-run job but one which may have great
cultural and political significance.

Traditional Areas
do not need more courses on the British Isles, Germany,

France, Italy, and Latin America but we urgently need an integrated
approach to those areas. We should be ready to encourage a pioneer
effort at either the university or th© college level for any one of
them.

Other Areas
" Due for some consideration ares Caribbean studies (a

Negro university?)} Canadian studies! Scandinavian studies (Minnesota
or Horth Dakota?)* Flnno-Ugric (Indiana?)s Balkan studies! Baltic and,
East European} Oceanic (Hawaii?)j the Iberian Peninsula! Australasia.
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discussion as opportunity off©re of the area stud; problem and watchful waiting
for indications of inttltutlonal initiative. However* the bearing of other

unities - eg* la literature ~ san tho possible aovelopaent of an
area i_ ro eh should SS :ept In ui&d.

aa m r-lla- Son : vl^'ul

These countries sgftef Interesting stu-ty possibilities for the less
wealthy institutions, are &. i *ntirely neglseted (exo©pt for the c" rncJLe
l&ndotvKient sponsored fero&raft of studies on C«®sts4e)f and ar# of v< r;* ( r at lm«*

Hie for Ainericsn inter \1 relatlvna* !?o oregrstt is presently ©on*
ta&plated but wo should bo alert to possibilities, the opportunity Is prob-
ably crater in eoclnl gcletiees than In humanities*

Latin i^serls*
if)iwiii»«'.»»jiim,i.ii,iliiilii iimi»iMii.<> wm

RHNMst attention is Mil .ymte in volume but poorly or£<utisedU H|K|
tho ..nuns at fmmr institutions more clearly priority to Latin

-rlea m& o/eelallzing on a slnJLe manageable part of that continent would
give nore slpdfioant iwrtltfs This Is • very &ood possibility for college
as well as valve? slty programs, 'twmnlties should help hut only if a jood
opport :nity to support bettor is found,.

the, Caribbean

lorlean attention to this area is "badly needed from a national
policy point of view and would be awarding educationally* The Oarlfebsan
fitnd Africa south of the Sahara w& the two areas perhaps of greatest special
Interest for institutions and the negro ssnelar Mljjh Bucoehe- {State
fSspmrtsssst and H*l*}, who wa« for ®mm tine soeretmry of the Caribbean
Cewnleeioni would ho an ideal viirentor* the only r.ctive institu-
tional interest known is at the tttlver&lty of Georgia. Vxploltskion It ia*»

?ated but no oarly action toy f&xomlties is ooiitos^late;l*

irlk ..frica

Hußasnitles km aided ?ri-;eetaa recently hut Prinosto» he* not yet
d a of specialisation* She Institute, of ferWsittiSfl International

studies in V/aehinJson, D* So* my prove more Important* Because of its
elCUifiosnoo for history, reliijioj:, philosophy, and :ii and its
linguistic complexities this ares calls for Increased 2£umaniti >p*r%

-uiror, the mat iwrvortanoe of the area in several widely ssperwted his*
torieal pr-riods and the tie*»up botwoon lan:^uawe studios and roli&ien creates
unusual problssts in sotting up effective-area progress* Humanities needs
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to discuss those preplans further with "uch p«*ople a© Klttl, Arthur L.jit, m& Mm iU Wilson* probably to give fellowship aid to soa® of
the stu:l.nits of Arabic developed during the mr; SJsfl to work out \iore eon*
oroto presets 0$ a later date.

•u'riou South oj ;*hara
im m |i|i 1...,iw.»r,i 1».m.,. i«i,i,...m»iii» ltin|i,|

s Is likely to become a critical International 1 \sue within
ity to fifty fwar* if not beftfepo str Kfcere of '<;he

United s would swan to be I «* # one ty in a &v*
erslty. , -.>bls» seems to be priraarily one for | -i-moos.
Hu&aniti. i action. taction of African studies at Leiden
should also be left to Social '.'cionees, The tiarneJLe Corporation mm ailAfrican studies st '^eimsylvanla*

3ndla

Iridic *tu4i--s art of ir-iport?niee for almost «sjff branch of theHumanities and their dsvolopnient in Africa increases in urgency with India'spropose toward© independence. Kmvevor, the Sanolcit sehol*iru hu.-o not shornand the institution* no?? interested In Indie studios all haven&ny other area interest* ehlch mm, to h*vo priority in tfesir ?ro rasis*
Training fellowships arc in order if sult:,;>le'candidal • can « U ItIs proaatnro to think of eemt«?rg?«

China, *Ta wui* "or#a"»'] ■' ■ »C»ll|Ml «.«*-|«n ipli«ftl|iW|,.l| I llilllll.LlWl

is th® arui. t> " longest BhnMslties I rfc Mmc is needed
siest In the United States is consolidation «ad iitrenstheaing of
center.:',. Harvard, because of the fcMristtU% should retaina loading position in Chinese studies nm£ Is now strong in Japanese aswoll* Sarvare: needs little help* y&le, t;ashin.^to«i# md California are thenoxt host possibilities and expect ' Foundation hrlu. ' helpshould be favorably eoneidored hy B&ssanities tout with increasing insistenceon tho integration of laagnago md subject work m& cle*tr definition toy theinstitutions concur, dof spoeiaXisetion and priority. The Ito -1 pro-ject should probably bo tied in with on© of these programs If ooitLuued.Japan and /ore* arc not yet adequately provided f&r althoujc Japanese studio*srs supported as on adjunct to Chinese studies at a msSber of institutionsand -/ortt on Korea has b-en at California. "aiatcaanee of a nodalcollege prolan Is and offers the rao'.t prosdsn if the pur*

i and role of Far 'astern studies there can loarly define**/
ttasenitiet can now with profit oatphasli© dtnrelessssnts elsewhere -o<> /•. nvet Britain, France. Holland, wodon, Cut;, andean and oh oseaor ass .-stance, «ta§ possible, programs which involve international exchanges*



6

07>tV.-r:t Asia (The Philippines, $etherl*J*d! "Mfc lirllm $ Indonesia, Malaya,
mHr:xi T,-fo-V:ie, Z aa 0 and .'lurroa)

Ibis area is one which the t&ited States should not- continue to
..loot, one on which Yuropean studies arc euspset m*& ineOEaplete, aM one

Which his yotj lifted indigenous cchol-rship* At le-ct m© center In the
United Stat©* Is tm®s&&* There is lutoo'WSsas interest at Harvard, Yale and

t all are lonable becaui: ->rity of other pro&rsn**
the Cam. - ion BK? back Yal

■hably any largo Is $ m could bo staffed- oamsl "; trst step
I ifciiowchip aid with candidates to bo sennit frost est .*tlae

trainees in &slay, Sliseo , m& &mm no. I'M! 5 1 sheull wrfe here
«d i: letter, si i 1* permit, they work in t-outh-

St Asia and s - is of develOp»«sft of native scholarship there should
bo begun* iMs is a lon;;~run Job but on« which issy have great cultural and
political significance*

Lfle sisnds

;'ork in this mm is of grease* sljilfloaneo for social sciences
than for humanities. Moreover, the of the War i«c3orlal ?o.;nda-
tion and the ISvy seem likely to kiw little that needs urgent aid, me
uectior. of work on the Pacific Islands must be kept In *&n-\ howc-er, in- consideration of a program of area peeialiaation at the of
-rail or in Australia mud Sow fcelfflMtj

Arctic

Institute of Arctic Studios at Toronto emphasises 7"h *iral and &p lied scionoes* Humanities has sorao help to linguistic
SJsi arohaeolojloal studies but probably will not hi£j priority to any
l&r/; gissiMg

Ited ' "V •/.;©©
'« »» 1»iiiiiiiiiiimi,ll»iimli,«.i, ~„, „,, 11 mMf»i Uiiiaummi

ted above m&lre of regionalAoerioan studios at s ! ition ja area studies 1 tioi*pstlon by the ssae students in both. Such an arrangement would help to iute*
jratc the ttudi-s of rcj.cnal history, and folklore wiiiohTrxA\r.\tJ«* hss he etofote aided and is also consistent with recently expressedinterest* of th© Trustees* item!tins cannot well rican studies atall iurV.tutions but should seek ones or -,ore cp./ortunities to r.-courage an

..rojrsn of this in the that, if successful, it will be
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widely copied* Mbsfe to try 3uoh m sacperijasnt can b© die -.overcd '.miy hy
wide discussion of the proel I studios at various liwti iutions as

rtun* tie* occur in th© course o:.' ft* m 4-'vies work.
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