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Brief on Language and Area Studies in the U.S.

I should summarize tentative conclusions on the principles
we should apply as follows:

1. Language is for use, Instruction is an obvious prerequi-
site but if the student does not become habituated to using the language
in college the instruction is likely to be wasted., The R,F. should
not aid foreign language instruction at any institution which does not
have an integrated program of foreign language use.

2. It is impossible at the college level to predict whether
and where & student will go abroad., The need of the business man,
diplemat, or traveller for speaking command not associated with ares
study can be best met by practical programs of instruction such as
the American Russian Institute, the Department of State, the Navy,
the Department of Agriculture, Linguaphone, and Berlits offer., R.F.
need not assist except possibly to secure implementation on unusual
languages. Even hers government support is prefersable.

3« Provision for use of language for sclentific purposes
other than srea studies requires only a minimum of initiative on the
part of professors and libraries. Since there is inertia, we might
help someone who took the problem seriously but we should not spend

much,

ks The integration of language with area studies, on the
other hand, requires intensive langzuage work, additional staff in
various disciplines, large libraries, and mejor curriculum revision,
Here major help is needed and should be provided.

5. We should attempt to stimulate minimum essential
coverage for all areas of the world, The minimum will of course
depend on the importance of the area.

6s It is desirable to have ares studies in both colleges
and universities, therefore pionsering in both should be aided,

7. When the minimum has been established on a sound basis
ReFo should withdraw, It is our job to help someone start the band
wagon, We have no responsibility to help the late comers to c¢limb
One



8. An area program in depth (the only kind we should be
interested in) is expensive, It is likely to be put on & sound and
permanent footing only if the sponsoring institution specializes.
in area program is a focus for the various social science and ;
humanistic diseiplines. It is not itself a disecipline. Reasonsbly
full coverage of the disciplines is desirable but two foel are all
that are needed - one on a domestic area for a base and one on a
foreign area for comparison, Uore may be confusing as well as costly,
Healthy development of the American educational system, encouragement
of intellectual discussion, and equitable use of R.P, funds all
suggest that centers of area studies should be widely spread., The
R.F. on principle should not support more than one foreign area
program at one institution., It should query the need for outside
assistance to any institution which itself undertakes more than one.
4&n area must be small enough to serve as a focus, '

9« As soon as study centers for a given arez ars well
established here the R.,F, should move into development of centers
overseas and the cultivation of internationsl relations,

If we apply these principles to some of our current problems
what are the results?

Russian studie ‘
ﬁ Columbia Russian Institute is outstanding (except

perhaps langusge instruction?) and assistance should be continued
although Columbia should teke over as soon as possible, !

Stanford is the next best bet. Pressure should be exerted
to secure integration between the Hoover Library and the University.,
The Far East program should perhaps be pruned to give the USSR
program more life. '

At least four more strong university centers are a
minimum and should be developed as fast as men are available but
the other claimants are still only fiddling. It is possible that
centers in the Plains area, in the South and in Alaskas would add
important special interests,

At least two good college programs should be encouraged.

Far East

What is needed most is consolidation and strengthening of

existing centers, v

: Harvard, because of the Harvard-Yenching Foundation, is
& natural for both Chinese and Japanese studies but needs little
help if it will stop trying to do everything else, too,

Yale has the beginning of a first-class center on Chinese
but also needs to avold competing programs and to define objectives,
Further help should probably emphasize integration of language with
disciplines, _ :

Univ. of Washington is best on Modern Chine and may be
able to swing Japan, too, I don't knows Further help probably in

order,

California, Chicago, Pemnsylvania, Prineceton, Colorado
and Michigan are all question marks but with Chicago most promising,
Desirability of additional aid is questionable unless sbjectives
and programs are much more clearly defined.



One additional strong center for Japanese studies should
be found, and one of the existing centers should add Korea.

At least one good college program on the Far East should
be encouraged., Pomona? but only if area objectives are more clearly
delimited and narrowed.

On Far EBast we are ready to encourage more internation-
‘alization: help to England, perhaps Canada and Australia; fellow-
ships for non~-imericans; exchange of personnel with Far East.

Arabie studies

o strong centars needed; none now in existence.

Princeton and Chicago are both possibilities but neither has modern
interest or has decided on field of specialization, If Princeton
should decide on Near Bast quid pro quo for help should bs transfer
of Guest Library to a center of Chinese studies, perhaps Yale,
Most interest is now being shown in Washington, D.C. but the Insti-
tute of Advanced International Studies is not yst on & sound longe
run foundation,

R«Fe should work on fellowships for a few good students
now, hope to develop centers later,

Indic studlies
One or two strong centers needed, none now in existsnce,
Pennsylvanie and Yale are possibilities but Yale should stick teo
Chinese, and Pennsylvania is riding four horses - Far East, India,
Near Bast, and Africa,
RJF, should work on fellowships nows hope to develop
centers later,

Africen studiss (south of Sahara)

'wo strong centaers needed, one preferably in a Negro
university. HNone now in existence., This 1s a long-range task which
will have to start with exploration and trial fellowships, Africa
will be critical within 20 to 50 years and we should be prepared.

Southeast Asia (Philippines, anch Indo-China, Siam, Burma, Malaya,
“Wetherlands East Indies)

One center needed, none now in existence, Luke~warm
interest at Harvard, Yale, and Stanford, none of which should be
encouraged because of priority other programs,

Development requires fellowships, use of training facilities
in Europe, study and research in area, and eventually ald to native
scholarship in the area. £ long-run job but one which may have great
cultural and political significance,

Traditional Areas
We do not need more courses on the British Isles, Germany,
France, Italy, and Latin America but we urgently need an integrated
approach 4o those areas. Ve should be ready to encourage a pioneer
effort at either the university or the college level for any one of
them,

Other Areas

Due for some consideration are: Caribbean studies (a

Negro university?); Canadian studies; Scandinavian studies (Minnesota
or North Dakota?); Finno-Ugric (Indiana?); Balkan studies; Baltic and
Bast Buropean; Oceanic (Hawaii?)j; the Iberian Peninsulaj Australasia.
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digoussion as opportunity offers of the area study wm and watchful walting
for indiceations of institutional Initiative., NHowever bearing of cther

. humenities grents - eg. in literature - on the m;&bia dovelopment of an

area apyrosch should be kept im mind,

Ssnade, Australis, How Zesiaud

These coumtries offer interesting study possibilities for the less
wonlthy institusions, are almost cm.imxy negleeted (exespt for the Curnegle
indowment sponsored progran of studies on Canada), and are of very grost ime

¢e for inericen internstional relations, Yo program is presently cone
lated but we should be alert to possibilities. The opportunity is probe
ebly greater in soecial solenses than in humsnities.

Present attention ie sdequate in volume but poorly organiszed, More
thorough programs at fewer institutions more clearly giving priority %o latin
Amerioa and specializing on a single managesble part of that continent would
give more significant resultss This 48 a very good possibility for college
28 well as university programs., Humsnities should help but only if a good
opportunity to support better progremming is found,

mﬁmMim%m;mhMymmmumm
;m:ii of view and would be rewarding edusstionally. The Caribbsan
mﬁ;mwmmummWWw@m@mwa
mmnmmmmmmmmmmmhrmm(m
and UsB,), who was for some time secretary of the Caribbean
Wm,muhmimwg However, the only active institu~
tiomal intereet known is at the University of Georgla, Ixploktstion is ine
dioated but mo oarly schbion by Muwmmitles is eontenmplated,

Humsnities has aided Prisceton recently but Princetem has not yet
dofined a program of specialisation, The Instituth of idvenced Intermational
Mumwmﬁ,ﬁ“mgmm&mm Becsuse of ite

signifiocanee for history, religiom, losophy, and literature and its
lnguistie amhuﬂ“ this area calls for incressed Mumanities supporte
However, the mrmwmwmsmuxﬂaxywm&»v

mmm mmummmam«m.mama erentos
waususl probleme in setting up effective area programs, MHmenitios needs



to discuse these probleme further with such people as Hittl, Arthur 1,
Bright, and Jolm 4. Wileon; probably to give fellowahip aid to some of
the students of Arable doveloped during the warj and to work out more cone
erete projects st a later date,

Afrioa South of the Sahara

Afrieas ls likely to beoome a oritieal internstional issue withiam
twenty to fifty years if not before, Two strong canters of study in the
United States would evem to be in order, ome preferably in e Negro wnive
ersity. However, the problem seems to be primarily one for Sooinl Sciences,
Humenities proposes no action, The guestion of Afrioan studies at Leiden
should also be left o Social Sciences, The Carnegle Corporation may aid
Afriean studies at Pennsylvania,

many other sres interests which seem to have priority in their prosrams,
Training followships are in order &f suitable cendidates oan be found, It
is promature to think of centers,

_ This is the arox of longest Humenities interest, What is needed
cgnters, Harvard, because of the Harvard-Yenehing Poundation, sheuld rotein
am‘mammmmﬁumumﬁmmwn
woll, Harvard needs littlo help, Yale, Washingtem, snd Californis are the
- moxt bost possibilities and expect Rockefoller Foundation help, Such help
should be favorably considered by Mumanities but with imcressing inelstenge
m&nmwmﬂxwmmwwmmmumﬁmwm
institutions concerned of epscislisation and priority, The Wttlo el proe
Jeot should probably be tied in with eme of mwamm
ammxﬁmmnnmmmy@mmm;wm@mmuumu
are supported as en sdjumct to Chinese studies at a mmber of institutions
and work on Xores has been begun at Celifornia, Maintenance of e model
wmmmwaammwmrmw»atmuwmw
wgm,mhﬁfmmmumm“mnmhmﬂwzyﬁmm

Hunanities ean now with profit emphasige developmants elsewhers =
for sosistance, where possible, programe which invelve intermational oxchanges,




6o

& .
NG ne

Philippines, Netherlands Esst Indies, Indonesia, Malaya,
Siem, and Burma) .

Thie ares is one vhich the United States should not contimue to
neglect, onme on which pean studics are suspect eand incomplete, snd one
which has very limited indigenous scholurships At lesst one center in the
United States is needed, There is lukeewsmm interest at Harvard, Yale and
Stanford but all are questionable becauss of the priority of other progreams,
The Carnegle Corporstion mey back Yales

Probably sny large program is promsture, One could be staffed
enly b
iﬂlgei :

atiracting percomnel fron the Departuent of State, The Mret sbtep

‘ ehip ald with candidates to be sought frem sumg the wartine
trainees in Malny, Sismese, Purmese, snd Amamese, Pellows should work here
and in Furope, Later, when conditions peormit, they should work in Southe
sast Asla and & progrem of developuent of native seholarship there should
be bopm. This is & long=run job but one which may have grest cultwral and
political eignificance.

Pacifie Islands

Work in thies aroa is of greater significence for social sciences
than for humsnities., loreover, the prograns of the War ¥emorial Foundae
tion and the Navy seem likely o leave 1ittle that needs urgemt aid, The
suestion of work an the Pacific Islands must be kept in mind, however, in
any comsiderntion of a program of ares =pscializs at the Univercity of

Hawaili or in Australis and New Zealand,

Arotie

tnsad |
The Institute of Aretic Studies at Torowbo apparemtly emphasiges ~'°

natural and spplied selenges. Humanities has given some help to linguistie

and archasologieal studlee but probably will met zive high priority teo any

Area studles as outlined sbove imply an extemsive progrem of regionsl
Anmerloan studios at each institution giving foreign ares studies snd particle
pation by the same students in both, Sush an arrangeammt would help to intew
grate the studios of reglonal ‘history, literature,and folklore which
Fumanities has herctofore alded and is also consiatent with r 1y exproessed
interests of the Trustees, Musanitles ommiot well mpport Anerican studies at
all institutions but should seek one or more apportumitiss to encoursage an
integrated program of this type in the hope that, if suecessful, it will be
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widely copled. u%rgtuﬁhmmaﬁmtmhduwam&yw :
wide discussion ;ﬂ‘ the problem of area studlos at varicus institutions as
sopportunl tlies ceour in the courge of Mumsnities worl,
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