
618'1' CONGRESS, 
2D SESSION. s. 6888. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

!r:fARCH 2, 1910. 

Mr. GALLINGER introduced the following bill; which was read t,wice and referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

A BILL 
To incorporate the Roekefcllcr Foundation. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and llouse of Repl'esenla-

2 Liees of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 1'hat John D. Roekefcllcr, ,J olm D. Hockefellcr, junioo·, Fred 

4 T. Gates, Starr J. :Murphy, and Churles 0. ITcydt, together 

5 with such persons as they may associate with themschrcs, and 

6 their successors, he, uml they hereby arc, constituted a body 

7 corporate of the Dish·ict of Columbia. 

8 SEc. 2. That the name of Ruch body corporate shall be 

9 the Rockefeller Fotmdution, and by that name it shall hase 

10 perpetual succession, 

11 SEC. 3. That the object of the said corporation shall be 

12 to promote the well-being and to advance the civilizatioiL>of 

13 the peoples of the Unitrd States and its Territories and pos-

14 sessions and of foreign lands in the acquisition and dissemina-

15 tion of knowledge; in the prevention a:nd relief of suffe1ing; 
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and in the promotion of any and all of the elements of huma.n 

progress7\ 

SEc. 4. That for the promotion of such objects the 

said corporation shall have power: 'l'o establish, maintain, 

and endow, or to aid others, whether individuals, associa-

tions, or COl])Orations, to establish, maintain, and endow 

institutions and other agcncirs for carrying on said objects, 

and any of them: to pnrcha~e, bold, sell, and convey real 

estate necessary or convenient for ~he ~:mid corporate objects, 

and to erect, illlproYc, <'nlarge, aml equip lmilclings and 

otht•r structures uceessa ry or eonY('Hiollt for :-;aid objects, or 

any of them, and to acqL1ire, ruakc, and fmnish all necessary 

or convenient apparatus and other accessories; to employ 

and aid others to employ teachers, lecturers, assistants and 

agents; to donate to any individual, association, or corpo-

ration engaged in similar work money or property, real or 

personal, which shall at any time he held by the said cor-

poration hereby constituted, subject to the te1ms of any gift, 

grant, bequest, or devise by which the said corporation shall 

have received the same; to collect statistics and information, 

and to publish and distribute books, documents, a.nd reports 

containing the same, and in general to do and perform all 

things necessary or convenient for the promotion of the 

object of the corporation. 
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1 SEC'. 5. 'fhnt the said corporation . hall further hnYe 

2 power to h<lYC and nse a common seal nnd to alter and change 

3 the ~nmc at it~ plca~urc: to sue and be snccl in any court of 

4 the United State~ or other comt of competent jurisdiction; 

5 to takr or receive, whether by gift, gTant, devise, bequest, or . 

6 purchase, any real or personal c~tatc: or to hold, grnnt, con-

7 vcy, hire, or lca~c the same for the purposes of its incorporn-

8 tion; to accc11t and administer any trust of money or of real 

9 or personal e~tatc for any purpo;.;c within the ohjrct of the . ---corpomtion as afore. aid; to prescribe, by by-laws or other-

Provided, howovor, thnt the total emount of proportr held at nny one time , 

including that which ia held obaolutely aa well aa that mich is held\tn 

truct, shell not exceed the value of One hundred rr.Ulion dollc.r., ellu-
eive of increrutea in the value of 11roperty subsequent to its r~ceipt by 

8~~d corporation. 

18 of its members; for the election of its trustees, olftcers, aml 

19 agents; for the casting of votes by its members or tn1stees by 

20 proxy; for the purchase, management. sale, or transfer of its 

21 property; for the investment and control of its funds; ancl 

22 otherwise generally for the management of the property and 

23 the transaction· of the business of the corporation. The enu-

24 meration of special powers in this act shall be deemed to he 
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1 SEc. 5. That th<' said corporation shall further have 

2 power to Lave ancl usc a con11uon seal nnd to alter and change 

3 the same at its pl<'m:nre; to ~ue and he Rued in nn.v conrt of 

4 the U rutcd States or other c-omt of comprte11t jurisdiction; 

5 to take or rrceivc, whether by gift, grnnt, devise, bequest, or 

6 purchase. any real or pcr:sonnl estate: or to hold, grant, con-

7 vcy, hire. or lease the smur for the purposes of its incorpora-

8 tion; to accept and n<lmh1istC'r any tru~t of money or of real 

9 or person.n1 estate for any purpose within the ohject of the 

( 10 corporation ns aforesaid;, to prescribe, by by-laws or other-

l 
Provided, however, that the Conp;ress of t.hc United States may at any timo 

j.mr.oee such lwtat i ons upon the ob!ecta o~ tho eflid corporation as it 

nn~r dM!Il t he public interect rleman:is, and nn:r !Uld all gitto , devisee, 

boques tc or I:rope..-ty at on~r time r ecoived or beJ.d by said corporation 

chall be. l' f:l ceived and hP.ld subj ~ct t. o tr.e +erma of 1 his pr c.viso, and to 

the ter ms and limitations Vthich f'"l y l.o :l.tlJloncd by My c..ct of Gcngn:aa 

19 agents; for the casting of votes by its meriibers or trustees by 

20 proxy; for the purchase, management, sale, or transfer of its' 

21 property; for the investment and contTol of its funds; and 

22 otherwise generally for the management of the property and 

23 the transaction· of the business of the corporation. The enu-

24 meration of special powers iu this act shall be deemed to he 
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by way of amplification and not hy way of limitation of the 

general powers hcrcb~· granted. 

SEC'. i Tlwt the nH'Illhcrs of the eorpomtion shnll not 

he les~ thnn fiy(' in nnmht'r ;md not more tlt:m twcnty-fhe, 

as may he pTC~<·rih<•d hy th<' h~·-laws of the C011>0nttion: 

P1·ovided, That if and when the nnmher of mrmber~ l-\hnll lH' 

less than fiye the nLembcrs renminin:r shall haYc ]WW<'r to 

add and shall add to their nmuber nntil the munlJcr ~hn1l11ot 

he less than fiT<>: .1 nd ]J1'o1·idcd. 'rhnt no act . of the <'nrpo-

rutiou shall be Yoid because at tht' time snc·h act slwll be 

done the umubcr of the member~ of the corpomtion shnll be 

less than Jiyc; that all the members of the corporation Rhall 

be its tru~:;tees; that no memhcr of the aid corporation shall, 
by reason of such membership or hiR lnl:o;tceship, be person-

ally liable for <my of its drbh or ohlig<ltion"; that cath mem-

ber of th<.' corporation shall hold his membership [or a tenn 

of three y<·nrs ancl until hi" "uccc...;sor '>hall he chosen: Pro­

l•ided, hoU'etel'. That tl1c Ill ember· shall be at all tim<.'s eli-
Yided into thn'c dnl'sCs. cqn<ll DUHH'ritltlly ns nearly a~ may 

be. and that the original member:-. shull at their first uH•cting, 

or as so011 thereafter ab shall be cmn·enicnt, be <liYi<lrd into 

three da.ss<'"· th<' mcmh<.'rs of the 11rst cln"" to hold their 
23 

24 

mcmb('r~hip aud o1lite w1til the cxpiratio11 of one ycttr, the 

meml)crs of the sc'cond c·luss lllltil the expiration of two 
25 yean;, nn<l tbe members of the third class m1til the expira-
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1 tion of three years from the thirtieth dn~· of .June next uftrr 

2 the enactment of this law, and that. in every case the mcm-

3 ber shall hold oflie<.' after the expiration of hi:; term until his 

4 successor sbnll be (·hosen: And pl'ovided ful'ihcr, Tbnt in 

5 caRe any mcml><'r Rhall, ll~ death, rrRignntion, incapacit~· to· 

6 act, or othcrwisr , ccn~e to lJ(' n mcmhcr during hiR tc>nn, his 

7 successor may be c·hosen to serve for the remainder of such 

Sec. 9. The eucccsaon to t he i ncorporators nuced horein and the 

additional mombere of the corpor ation end their auccesaore ehall be elected 

by t he members of t he corpor&.tion for tho time being, but bofore such elec• 

tion shall become effective written notioe ther eof shall be mailed by eaid 

corporation to each or the following named persona at hie official post of-

tice nddreso, vi1 .: The President of the United Statos; the Chief Juotice 

of t he Suproee Court ; the President of tho Senate ; the Speaker of t he 

House of Roprenentativea ; and the preuidonte of t he following inot i tutions , 

vb.: Har vnrd Univorrsity, Cru:tbridge , Mrusaachuoetts; Yale University , New 

Ho.ven , Connecticut ; Columbia University, t\ow York City , t•e York; Johns 

Hopkins University , Bnltimoro, Marylo.nd ; Tho Universi ty of Chic "'0 , Chi• 

ca.eo • Illinois . I! suoh elooti on ahn.ll bo disapproved by a. maj or:i.ty of 

the pereona above named it shall be voidt but it shall become otfeotivo if 

and when it ehall bo approved by nuch majority, or at the expi r ation of 

sixty days from the mailing of nuch noticoo if it shall not hl1Ve been dis-

approved by aueh majority . 

24 any pectmiary profi t lrom the operations thereor, except. u~u.-

25 sonable compensation for services in effecting one or more of 
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1 such purposes: And p1'0vided [u1·ther, That the. corporation 

2 shall annually fllc with the Secretary of the Interior of the 

3 United States a rep01t in writing, stating in detail the prop-

4 erty, real and personal, held by the corporation, and the ex-

5 penditure or other use or disposition of the same or of the 

6 income thereof during the preceding year. 

7 SEc.).)'. That thls cha1ier shall be subject to alteration, 

8 amendment, or repeal at the pleasure of the Congress of the 

9 United States. 



z 
Sec. ~ The income of the property of the said corporation shall 

not fe accumulated or added to the principal, but shall be currently ap-

plied to tha purposes tor which the corporation is created , subject only 

to auch r eaaonable delay as may be necessary in the wise administration 

of the fund. 

Sec. l At any time e.fter the ey;pirdion cf :!ift;;; yeArs !rom 

the receipt by the said corfOratio~ of any property, ~he~her by ~eed, 

grant , devise or bequest, the said corporati.cn m.'l.y i r. its ~j scration 

di:cstribute the principal as well OJS the income t.heroo! i and aftflr t.h~ 

expiration or one hundred years from the datf'J ot i t;o recei!)t by :'lai.d cor-

poration the sairl ~orporntion Bhall d1Gtrihuto the r.rincipal, i! sn di-

rected to do by the Congreaa of the United Stati'Js i arad all gi!h , c;ra.ntu , 

devises or bequests to the corporation shall be tai:en a.nd held subject t,o 

the provisions of this section. 
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