
Area Studies: An Outline of Humanities Concern

XuteXXeotuftl and practical experleadc of the Xa«t few maidifr J
clearer than ever before i&at eort or mm are needed to d*al with present
national and international prohlosa* ?/, ir*§tt of course, *en with a eoundtraiain.; la the analytical tecliniquos of ana or zaore of the humanistic and
social science disciplines* Second, mm liho Have 'earned to these
techniques to the oonorete hmm problems in specific situation© in space
m& tiste. fo do m they :«u«t both haw a factual feat is »,>oth
deep and bread of the society under cansidsratiaa snd bo alive to the
need f®3P interrelated application of all pertlaMlt disciplines* Ms iiarea study and Is applicable .*oet easily to the area Hi knew best - theone Is whidh we live* IMru, i owcver, nen are needed «M liavo learned
the perspective coses only freat stud;/ of an area other than M*t MM*The adLnirmm requireawait is, therefore, that *e» have mm thor-\ hly coj-
nisant of the wtlHii and values of an analytic technique anU with a broad
understanding of two cultures * his urn tm& on© other. ' On this foundation
can he buiXt either constructive citizenship or advanced training as anexpert in either subject or area*

for this purpose isolated courses, either in AMericoa or ffefttlpareas, are inadequate* SSl* student who feats*! only one or two courses on a-iven area is too MJeeXy to roo*ivo training <*nly la superficiality* Thisia the troXl-jrounded cause of such of the orltielna of area studies,for area studio to tasks their nooessery contribution to the edu-cation of hUMiists and social aoieutiata ®r r aoproachißnfour yaara of attrition to areas a#l©ot«;a i« r -d#

At pras«at thi# la mUm ftahi«v&d ob aroa/' lot aXot» It »oaa bo aehiarad for two tl%ia witlioiit aaorifioe of a uufeieot m%rsad of a reaswaUo ,'or aXeativaa ixj smijral mUm® Kid th«iive arta. latt thla wiXX bo poasibio only by oarofia i3a-stitutionai and tms®r curricuima raviaias*
It vouXd be possible, for HJHypln to require that the 'oader-teate ®pm& om-fifth of Ma tin* throu jhout his four «ara on a disci-pitee mjor, o»o*ilftlx m atodiei of m -icaa in whXah hiii® loeatod. and on j •, of a aoerifiod culture *aay tliat of oanteaporary fmmm* Two- , of hU tin© would stilX boamilabl© for eieotiTW courses in the other tmd melm.l diacipiinfis.U naturaX and la the ere ttiw arts* Such a .jro-ran need not leadto the ;ie>rct or the disciplines now praotisoa but would reo»jdre thoroa-liraviaiom of aXX eourao and whitU in Ktaff intere«t« or"In staff itself*

,'hother this r fomuXa U w lid or not, it la reaeon&biyclear that area studies, to * effective m .vt do uore to than hereto*that uajor Xibrary colloctione jauet be developed, and that of•l;«r« rather than imlivicluaX a#.ppinta«itJ arc recrairc le ©aoij ia-stituwion tiiouXd 4*velo -c ran of studies m its om local it
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need not -Include gmre than one fersigi region to achieve a logical teaching
prolan either at the undergraduate or the graduate level* ince the pur-se of area studies is to provide practical application, interdisciplinary

\,r?vfc.;aa, and perspective, full representation of the hncsanistie and socialmes disciplines ie desirable* But every extension of offering® beyond
one daraestio and mm foreiji area is likeXy m load to loss of focus tn
"both faculty and student attenW.cn* lash such extension will also increase
institutional cost by a factor. %c success of an area is
therefore lively to be dependent on the finances and clarity of the institu-tion'c fme special!nation.

Spoolbllration at each un.l varsity or college is, of course, oon-tent with wide ye lation in the areas chosen by different institutions*In fact %orld coversje by strong centers of stud? is more likely to be
achieved If spec!allcation bocoraos r- and the soallor institutionsc m hops to find in special!satlun on unusual areas op .ortunities for
national standing tfcieh they could not achieve on one' of the areas already
preempted by several wealthier institutions.

3ie r.ovo ideas have h en developed in an mm context/but arealso generally applicable to other countries if certain adju*t»e»ts are >adefor differences in sir.o, aca&.-aic nation and the pre-ent status of areastudies*
33* :>ses of 'ocJ-n feller /oundation assistance should be tlieesta rt or local mid foroijn regional or area at. idle-, as an int^ratodpart of the general education of students In the social sciences and thehuzsanltlee and fee related dev< lopa-nt of strong oontcrr of preduate rnfliufcrpeTijThis can best be done by support of a few pioneer to. ruse in ->oth coll mmand universities. Hhe supported should so far as oocsible bo variedes to both location and mrm covered* Priority should foe , Ivan a) to in-stitutions fshleh fe*ve arrived at clear definitions of ares Specialisationwhich tales >n.to account their jam resources and gvl#t»d ot otherinstitutions md b) to those of proj*aas ehicfc incroare the decreeof in facilities- and curriculum,

**" ' n '*- "'^i^l s''3ilvl, o cc, ts.ve particularly'circion to the further o. 'which it bee pre*«*Xy assisted - eg, ur.r»lan studiea at ~nd 8 anford, Far ■• asternlice at the SeSverslty of IS , ftttilec -at Princeton.and iuorican r< £&**} studio® a ~-. ?u~, hoaever, try toUna now just- what la titutions it will assiffc* flic to ran ..st bei$ both jscause we mint to be free to initiative in thedirection desired wherever it appears in college a. |*y tMjtl*tion and because we want each pro .raw x& besom aclf~aup jortia- or findother sources of aid as rapidly as possible, i.ince the vision of theSocks ' Her is v>rXd-wide/at -ention should be tum@d m rapid! < * 1as possible to the concurrent i ,:nt of area oro-xaas abroad and to *
thLiTJt> naatla"- lm * **-* %4*lirh thr.t Mil cake *aXble* Humanities su -port alrcr,d;. ,1 to the centor for Tetin .uaericaa culture in Mexico '
v'lty and to fer 'astern studies at ioyden and Steekho : . are a teas in thladirection*. *
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Step programs have recently been sajor supports Columbia
end Stanford* $fe§ Russian Institute at Columbia tbly the best-
planned area program in the country and deserves continued support. It
would, perhaps, be in a strs - -ositioa self-support if it
wore relate?, fee i program for general education such a* suggested abo>~e.
Stanford badly needs £ tion bet yon the Hoover Idomry*and University
programs and has ai yet fail.: ;ifine a projraa of specialisation* Sev-
eral m&r® major centers at research sad teaching (preferably more strongly
b&scd on an are needed but the shorty of
staff will delay their development several years. For the tisie
aside from Columbia and trtunford, it s#ms important for the >eeaisteller
Foundation to *nsh**t»e training at the post~doctoral level to develop a
few mmn of the calibre of the CeXaabla etaff. Assistance to Slavic
studies in T h:,

siaad and Western Xiirope, particularly throujh fellowships
for study at American centers is in order. Severe! such fellowships have
already been jraated*

East Birepe (Finland, ChecheslovakXa, Him,;aria, 'tosnia, Albania,Yusertavxa, ;'<ulpBaria, Greece, Turkey)*

At present the strongest ici'ilijatUß* of work on this oonplex is
at Columbia but there is else reason to f&vor of such studies
outside the shadow of a major Hussian center* The proposed humanities
gnMl to Indiana for Finnish and Hungarian studies is cancelved of as astep in i his direction* It would be possible to Staff '.me (;cod center of
East European studies in the near future, (lobert olf, Irr trinities >ost-irar
fellow, would be a key aan}*

Seandlnavl*(Sweden, -ibrway, JJenuark, Iceland)

An area program is needed but, in view of Ctmot;le Corporation ex-
of interest in development, perhaps «t Hinnosota or Isconsin,Fuaanlties at coehefoiler Foundation should not take active Interest now.She possibility oi integration of otter humanities projrsat* - eg, "orthwest

regional studies at Minnesota - should not be forgotten*
t..:uroge (aoraany, feMee* Italy, "ortusel, Great Britain, Ireland}*

do sot need iaore course* on these traditional areas but we do
need amm geaeral and contemporaneous approach to them. g shouldbe ready to eneour&se a pioneer effort at either the university or the col-lege level for any one of them* action should be limited to roneral
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