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The su:n of $150, 000 to the 1 merican School 

o£ Classicul Studies, tthens, for use during 

A oiDU CJ'N SCHOOL 
OF CLM1SI CAL 
STUDifS, ATHENS -
WSFU'.( PPOJECT 

the period Jtnuury 1 , 1938, to December 30, 

1940, towÃ~d the cost of erectinr a ~use~~ to 

house the objects recovered in tbe excavations 

of the Agora. 

CONSIDERJ,TIONS 

Relation to ?rograra: Hunanities: The proposal to assist in 
the erection of a ~use~ for housing tne finds from the 
Agora excavations of the J..:nerican School of Classical Studies 
is not within present progran but is ~n outcome of a definite 
interest of the Found.::,tion under the progre;n in effect until 
... pril, 1935. 

Previous Interest: Since 1929 the FoUndation has supported s 
fellowship program of the School to brin~ younger ~~ericnn 
scholars to the Agora excavation on aseigned duties th&t 
advance the work and give the~ excellent field experience. 
A total of $E7, 800 has been appropriuted for such use. This 
includes one-half of a tso,ooo fund approved by the TTllsteee 
~t the Dece~ber, 1935, ~eating for liquidatin& this ite~ in 
the for:uer Hu.'tl~.-~.nities program. 

General Description: The Greek Government's purpose of having 
the region in tnc center of ~1e City of Athens, in which the 
f.ncient marketplace ~dS situated, laid bare by excnv~tion was 
.for:nul.ated soon after the Greek \'fnr of Independence and it was 
~ssu:led thnt the Govern-nent 1 tself would be able to mr..ke the 
excavation, but funds were l~cking end other interests were 
;nore pressing. But ubout fifty years ngo the Govern~ent crented 
what they called "an J.rchaeologict~l /.rea" inclu.ling the trc,ct in 
question, and by Act of Parliu~ent pro~ibited any further building 
in that ~egion or bDY import&nt ilprove~ents on existing buildings 
without specific consent of the ~inistry of Fducation . Thio situ-
ation, which was oppressive to the owners of properties in that 
region, w.us radically changed after the expulsion of the Greeks 
fro'D. Turkey and the influx of a large populHtion of per:nanent 
refugees . In order to co~bnt the pressure which was brought to 
bear upon it by owners, the Govern~ent in 1924 called together 
the directors of the foreign archaeological schools end explained 
thnt if ever thil!l region were to be excavated it would hnve t o be 
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done i:anedb t ely, und t.he. t since the Govern=1ent had no funds 
for the ~urpose any foreign ochool that could fincnce and 
scientifically conduct the excavRtion would receive the con-
cession to do 30 . 

The American School of Classical Studies at Athens was 
by general agree~ent considered the only foreign School w~ich 
might be expected to liecure the necessary funds for eo lerge 

A,fEP..ICJ.N SCHOOL 
OF CL.AS~IC/L 
STUDIES, ATHUlS -
·.rosrtr.f PROJECT 
(Continued) 

an undertaking. t.e Chairman of "-he lanaging CoEU.ttee of the 
School Professor E. C. Capps realized the re~rkeble opportunity 
offeree. to American classical historitms and archaeologi sts to 
exploit the scientific results of the materi~ls which undoubtedly 
underlay the site of the ancient rnarketploce . For the ancient 
tYriters had :1ade it perfectly clenr t.hot in addition to bei ng the 
centr&l ~rket it was also the center of the political life of 
the people, the place ;vhere the courta were situated and all the 
ad~3trativa buildings of the govern~ent as well ao i~portant 

shrines . Therefore an appronch was made in A~erica to vDrious 
found:..tions including the Gener~l Education Board . !)r . Abraha:n 
Flexner, ~owever, b~ought the mntter to the attention of lfr . John 
D. ~ockefeller, Jr ., and in 1926 ~~e sun of '?50, 000 was made 
available for thP preliQina~y work of secu~in~ the concession and 
making a trial excavution. 

The next three years were spent in roaching an oereement con-
cernlng the exproprietion of sn area sixteen to eighteen acres in 
extent ~nd occupied by approxiĿ~.t~ly 450 privnte and public proper-
ties including a nulber of churches . The concession was fin~ly 

gr&nted , 1.ril the Act of ?arliament b..1.sed upon t he agrePments was 
pc.ssed . ':1orit began in 1.930. It, hete nOTi p.,.ogre-s1ed for six years 
t::nd the seventh c8.!:1paign of excavation if in p!'Ogress . All the 
legal und political difficultiee h~ve been succe~eivcly overco~e 

through the co-operation of a seriea of .• tinisters of Educ&tion and 
of the /l.rchueologi cal Bureau of the 'Unistry . Val"ious grants have 
been mttde from ti.Ae to time b) ;.tr . Rockefeller, and in Dec~"!llber, 
195€, u final gr~nt, estL~ated to b~ sufficient for the completion 
of .lhat re·nained of the excavation and t.he clearing of the whole 
region with the purpose of ulti~tely turning it i nto a national 
archaeological park. These gift3 of tr . Rockefeller altogether 
bpproY.i~ate 41, 200, 000 . 

The objects discovered :.n t;-:.e excav&.tion he.ve fro11 the 
beginning been housed in a group of expropriated residence huildings, 
which have been equipped for th(' Etorage and te11porary exhihi tion 
and recording of the finds . hlthouch t he season of excavation lests 
only five to six ::tontbs of the ye.:.r , the najority of the staff ure 
at work for eleven ~onths preparin~ the finds , nnking preliminLry 
publics.tion in the School 1 s jourm1.l Hesperia , and preparing or the 
work of the next ca:npaign. The five buildings constituting the 
11muse\l.'Un group are alreudy crowded to the limit nnd, as t he excava-
tion continues , huve boco~e aL~ost enti rely shut off fro~ occess to 
the city, there being only one road of approach left which stands 
so..ne fifteen feet above the o.ncient level. The necessity therefore 
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of hwing a museu'Il presses upon the School with ever-increasing ltfERI CI!N SCHOOL 
urgency. The Greek Natiom.l ~u:scu'U contt ins no .noro room for OF CLASSIC/1L 
additions , and the Agora finds in any event ought to be kept STUDI ES, J..THENS-
segregated for scientific research . The road cannot be kept open ~rusEtr( PPOJFCT 
beyond the limits of 1958 without gravely handicnppin,: the engineer- (Continued) 
ing of the hulance of tbe excavation. 

The govern~ent of the City of At hens ~s been keenly £Qive to 
the i portence of an Agor .. ufuseu'il an· .. o.lso of rn!'.ldng into an 
archf'eological park the 7hole excavated area . lfter many confer-
ences the City ' s Pnrk Co!l':lission with the Mayor and the Mini.:Jter 
of Education and hi3 urchueologicul chief in consultation with 
Professor Shear, the director of the excavation, have deci ded upon 
a site for such u museu."n which is admir~&bly situr..ted from every 
point o~ view. I t lies on tl.e lower ~lope of the northwest end 
of the r idge which constitutee the Areopagus, facin~ northwestward 
the large boulevtJ.::-d thet circles round the tcropolis · rrl t:-uns 
north past t he The!:CU.:t . 'fhe City of Athens is building a new drive 
connecting nth this boulevar~ clong the southern edge of the Agora 
concession ~nd around the Acropolis. The intersection of this drive 
with the boulevard constitutes the selected site for a use~ that 
will co:n=tund the entrance to the excavation r nd i)rovide a punora:nic 
view of the entire area . 

Fina.nceo: The oite i n questi on belongs in the 11ArchueologicGl Area" 
ond is ~~bject to CA~rop::-iutlon, but the City baa never had t he 
funds with which to purchase it. The City of n.thens proposes, 
however, to assu'ne final l'esponsibi: i ty fo ..... the purchase of the 
property up to a maxi~~~ of t50, 000 if the School will erect the 
~use~. Lackinb ll~ediate funds, the City ~sks the Co~ssion 
representine the School to advcnc& the '1150, 000 so t hllt the property 
m1:1.y be acquired im.nodiately, offerin,{ to enter into a.n ngreement to 
repay this s~ to the Co~ission at the r ate of ~5,000 ~ year for 
ten ye~rs. The Co~nission on it~ part has avail abl e for this loan 
to the.: Ci tl a fund to be used fOl' an;y pU!'pose connected with the 
excavation . A~ ~ecovered fro~ the City, this ~~nd will be needed 
for puhlicntions and unexpected contingencies . 

This sit~ tion leaves the singl e proble~ of finding the money 
necessary for the construction of a suitable :nu.:;ou.-:1 . The proble:-:t 
of expense is simplified by the fact that ~1 the building st one 
necess-ry for the construction is available from de.nolished buildings 
without cost, tnd also by the fact that a~ont the 200 workmen are a 
consider~ble nu.nber of skilled artisans ;rho could be e11ployed at 
e.pproxi:nntely their present rate of pay of lese t.~an ~ . 75 a day . 
The cost of a suitable structure built under these conditions i a 
estirattted at not ore tht-..n ~150,000. It will be planned in nur::1ony 
with the neighboring Te~le of The3eus P.nd K.ith the Areopagus and 
the •ICropolia in the b~ckbTound, and will provide adequate working 
qua::-ters for the small steff engaged in ap~raising the artistic, 
historicul, und other scientific results of the excavation. 

It will be neceasa..7, after the acquisition of the land, to 
excavate it before any building is begun, in order to llake sure that 
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there are no vt~luable re:nains beneath the site . This "York can NIEIUCAN SCHCOL 
be finished by the beginning of .4ay, 1938 . In the ~eantL~e the OF CLASSICAL 
plans of the building cu.n be j.lrep:.rt-d anci passed upon, esti-n.ates STUDIES, ATHENS -
secured, and the work of construction initiated during 1958 . No ·.msnr.t Pl?.OJECT 
beginning cnn be rnode looking t owetrd the t. ctual posoess.!..on of the (Continued 
property on the bt~sis of the City ' s proposal until it ia clear 
that the propo~ed luseu~ chn be finenced . For that purpose it is 
esti!IIated th6.t ~50,000 rlJ.l be needed in 1G38 and the s3::le a :1ount 
during es.ch of the two fo.Li..ow lng years, the tot .1 being the ."le.Ximu.'ll 
that will be required for the building and its equip:nent . 

Future Implications : None. 
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