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THE NBW YORK TIMBS, -- ' Merger Aimed at Aiding Third World Agriculture 

BJ &A111LEEN TELTSCH 
1bree private United States aid or-

pnlatkma Involved in promoting agri-
cultural uststance to poorer countries 
are merging to form a new nonprofit 
Cl"pnlPtl'lll specially geared to help-
Ina the third world. • 'lbe merged organization, to be called the Wlnrock International Insti-
tute for Aaricultural Development, will 
become the world's largest private, 
iUJPiuftl .mdertaking involved in pro-= agricultural development 

said William M. Dietel , presi-dent of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, 
a foundati<m created by five Rockefel-
ler biotbeis. . 

llr. Dietel, who led the two-year 
merger effort, said that the institute 
would begin with a $28.5 million endow-

. mmt al with prospects of expanding 
to SIIO millloo within three years . It will 
make its headquarters in Morrilton, 
Ark., Clll a 200-acre tract adjacent to the 
nnc:Nands developed by Gov. Win-
tbroP Rockefeller, now dead. There 
will be a llUbsldiary office in Washing-
taa. . 

"It Is essential that agricultural 
. development be accelerated if we are 
ID pmvk1e adequate diets for the grow-n population in the third world CO\lll· triei of Asia, Africa and Latin Amer-
ica." Mr. Dietel said in an interview, 
)IIDtillg that projections for the year 
).IOOindk:ated !Kl percent of the world's 
,U blllloD people would be living in 
llae countries. 

IIGn Effective Program 

potential to become big markets. The .stock, seed and farm products . 
future of United States agriculture is The two other merger partners are inextricably linked with the third the International Agricultural Devel-world." opment Service of Arlington, Va., set 

Toe largest of the three merged part- up by the Rockefeller Foundation and ners the Winroclt International Live- currently working in 17 countries help-
stock Research and Training Center, ing to st~en a~cultural research was founded in 1975, two years after the and to train agranan experts, an~ the Governor's death by bis friends and Agricultural Development Council of agricultural specialists who main- New York. The council was founded 31 
tained that livestock was not receiving years ago by John D. Rockefeller 3d, adequate research or investment oldest of the five sons of John D. R~ke-sources . · feller Jr. 

Renowned Ufestoc:k Operation 
The center was set up on Petit Jean 

Mountain in central Arkansas, where 
the Governor spent years building a 
world-renowned lifestock operation. At 
the outset, the center was aided by a 
substantial grant from the Winthrop 
Rockefeller Charitable Trust, but it 
now receives more than 60 percent of 
its operating budget in the form of con-
tracts from government and private 
sources or from donations. 

Alone among the three merging 
groups, it operates in the United States 
and has been working here on agrofor-
estry : establishing a relationhip 
tween livestock and forest lands. 

The center's conference facilities 
and other property are to be trans-
ferred to the new merged institute. The 
center has DO organizational link to the 
adjacent Winrock Farms, which oper-
ates as a business, marketing liv&-

Toe $28.5 million endowment of the 
new Winrock International Institute for 
Agricultural Development comes from 
the three merged partners. Toe insti-
tute also bas received a conditional 
grant of $15 million from the Winthrop 
Rockefeller Charitable Trust, which it 
must match from other sources . Mr. 
Dietel said about half the sum already 
appeared pledged by foundations and 
expressed confidence that the balance 
would be available. 

An IS-member board of directors bas 
been appointed. In addition to Mr. Die-
tel it includes Norman E . Borlaug, win-
ner of the Nobel Peace Prize for bis 
work in improving agriculture in the 
third world; Lowell S. Hardin, chair-
man of the Agricultural Development 
Council, and Clifford M . Hardin, for-
mer United States Secretary of Agri-
culture. The president of the new insti-
µite is to be appointed within a few 
weeks, Mr. Dietel said . 

llr. Dietel said the merger was die-
Jilted by the three aid groups' recogni-
bon that although they bad commonal-
ity fA Interests, ·it was DO longer practi-
cal h each to have a relatively narrow 
ilpedaUzatton and that a single organi- 1 
,ation with increased resources and a 
)ride-~ program would be more 
-"tdl•e. , 

Tbe new institute will undertake re-
.-rdl and education and training as wen as food policy analysis and assist-ance In mobilizing resources. While its 

will be on assistance to the de-
ftlpma countries of the third world, 
tlr. Dlete1 said, the evolving institute .m be looking also for an unfilled 
""ak:be" in American agriculture 
where it oould be useful. 

Be argued that there would be other 
laag-term benefits for American farm-
_.. evolving from the merged pro-
pun. "In the short run, markets- for 
Dalted States farm output primarily 
will be in the Soviet Union and Europe, 
.bat the deYeloping countries have ~e 


