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Dear Dr. •Jilli ts : 

I : o 10 t: rit yo11 r>nd. the ot:.er officers of tl1e Foundation have not been 
too unhappy over the publicity wl :ch our project for t!ie stu<l.y of the 
control of subversive activities has recently had . 

I have not been able to convince myself that the attack made by Rabbi 
Schult:?; of t:1c Jewish Anti-Communist League is of any great importance . 
I sus ect , however , that it is typical of attacks which will be forth-
coming as we begin to release various nortions of the results of our 
i!lvestigations . T:us far nothing h.'ls been released , and Rabbi Schultz • 
·ueas about the ~atter are basec upon nothing but lis own active ima&ina-
tion . 

Auuarently his interview was :printed in t ... e Los .Angeles :,a-oers on the 
occasion of some sort of party which was being given for Senator Jack 
Tenney . Tenney , as you may know , was cha.Lwan of the California legis-
lative cou1ittee on un- Ane::ican activities for&p aBiber of years, 
but was recently removed fror.1 that 9osition orr~f:~o resign be-
cause, as I un~erstand it , his attacks upon allegedly subversive char-
acters finally extended over .:.nto tn.e Democratic leadershlu in the state . 
He has been to a considerable extent , I think , discredited. 

The ITew York Ti~es called me up after the Schultz story was carried by 
the United Press , and I gn.ve them the inforc.J.ation which the Times '?rinted 
along with the attack by Schultz . As I look back on it, I feel increas-
incly that it was a very shrewd move u:pon our art to e:D")lain the 11uri:,ooe 
and material of our study to the Attorney General, to the F .:B . I . and to 
the ..'hi te :a:ouse . It seems to ne that t.iat fai:dy effectively nrotects 
us against the charge o!: browbeating public offici,,,ls ·1ho are carrying 
on these loyalty investigations. As a. matter of feet , none of us can 
e:iq>lain the basis of Schultz ! ch;,,rge that we have been houndine the mem-
bers of the Un-.Anerican Activities Comr.tittees. 
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On this one point I mie .. t give you this ini'orma.tion . Last year Rep-
resentative :u,:on on the House Committee on Un- Arer~c·.n Activ:.ties 
spoke at Dn.rtnouth in connoction ·!i tr. the Great In sues Course . Durinc 
the two dayn he was on tl:c cnrnryus Robert C;:i.rr sa,., a good 
det-tl of hiT!l , and they struck uu au.:.te a :.:'riendship . Hixon has been 
extraord.inarlly friendly to Carr , and on Carr 1 ::; visits to '\ln.shington 
for the ~ur_JOse of collecting m ter.i.al ::i.bout the ,101·k of the House 
Co1mittee he has been received with courtesy nnd hn.s been given a good 
de~l of 1 elpful information . Certainly the relationships there a .. e 
entlrely ru:iicable . 

On the natter of Walter Gellhorn , who seems to be the :incipaJ. object 
of the Schultz attn.ck , I can only sa:f that Gell:horn is the victim of 
the kind of loose rmd irres-ponsible smearing which has come to be the 
lot of nany a.cti ve- rninded pe!·sons . Sor:ie tir.ie ago Gellhorn was proposed 
as a candidate for trustee of A.'!lherst of •!hich he is a gracluate . At 
tr~~t time some acquaint~nce of hi ·.rrote a lonr, attac~ u~on Gellhorn 
clabor,.ti:ne his participation in many ne r - su0·.reroive or fellow traveler 
organi zations . In order to meet this attack , and ~artly at my sur,gestion, 
Gellhorn ure'.)n.red a very elaborate answer to all of the t:.ii!l{;s which had 
been brought up acni:r.st him . The answers seer:ied to me to be absolutely 
conclusi V1.;; . I hc"l.ve a cony of th.:. s docu.".lent, and if , for a.ny reason , you 
feel that it wou~d be desirable to have it i1 your office I can rcaiily 
send you a copy of it . 

On the nost conspicuous voint ma e against Gellhorn, r:iainly that he was 
listed as a fellow traveler by t: e P.:ouse Corn:ii ttee on Un-America.n Activi -
ties, the answer is very siJU?le . While Gellhorn v; s uith the 0 .P .A. 
during the war the Washington office of that agency decided to nut on 
a series of lectures round about the country to explai~ tl1e vork of the 
O.P .A. Gellhorn was sent to ::eH Yor1: to speak before t 1e Uorkers 1 College, 
an assi{;llnent whic:1 he took on rather reluctantly . Ti:J.e Worl::crs 1 ~olle ,e 
is , I believe , on the Attorney General ' s list of subversive organizations . 
lie eave the lecture wnic·4 he :1n.d been ordered to cive , and Lr . Dies , then 
chairr.1an of the nouse Cor:mittec on Un-American Activities , proT:1:0tl~r listed 
:1im as a r:iembe1· of t: e faculty of the Workers I College . Gell11orn 1 s nn..".le 
ap-r:,eared in the list of thirty-nine federal officers whom Dies tried to 
:persuade Coneress to dismiss by cuttin"' off the a;nprouriation for their 
salaries . As you uay renenber, t e Xerr Comr.'littee was set un to screen 

2 

this list of thirty- nine, and Gellhorn 1s narne was cleared by that committee . 
The ones who wer e not cleared , you will recall, •e r e Uessrs . Lovett , 
Watson, and Dodd . However , I suupose it is the sad truth that Gellhorn 
will always live under the sna.dow of having been named by the Dies Com-
mittee . 

I am not sure that you want all this information , but I think there 
could be no ha.rm in giving you the salient facts as I see them . Our 
study is eoi!l.£ forv:ard in e. satisfactory wey, and we are all sticking 
to our original nrogran of doing a tho1·011ghly honest and objective job 



of reporti~ . After the closest in uiry I am unable to discover that 
anyone connected with our undertaking has been guilty of any indiscretion 
or is a legitimate ob ect of criticis~ . 

I an sorry to burden you with this long letter, but I thought perhapr 
I mi&ht undert, l~e to answer certain nuestions which nv.y have been rc'ised 
in :,rour oHn mind, e,nd , at the sar:ie tine , e;ive you facts -,hich might be 
useful in answerinc questions which rni""ht be brought to you by other 
•Jersons . 

~!i th best reeards , 

Very
1

s~?t:,~ 
Robert :E. Cus1'.J'..'lru1 

P.EC :Bl,I 
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